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SERMON 6 25 & 26 2016 

 Quite often, as we grow older, we think of the possessions we hold dear and who might want them – our legacy.  

This thinking can run from “who wants the silver set we never use any more?” to Grandpa’s wonderful World War Two 

diary. Our legacy – how we want to be remembered and how people want to remember us.   What if we could leave our 

spirit, the workings of our soul behind? 

 I find the story of Elisha’s strange, wonderful request so compelling. He asked Elijah, his surrogate father, for a 

legacy: “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.”  In other words, “I want to inherit everything you do, everything 

you are, only double it.” Ever thought of asking for that? 

 The story of Elijah and Elisha is extraordinary.  We’ve been hearing Elijah’s story for the past few weeks. We don’t 

know where he came from. He was a prophet. Ancient prophets were not known for their ability to tell the future. They 

were known for their ability to tell the truth.  Unvarnished, usually unpopular truth. That pretty well describes the prophetic 

voice. 

Elijah relied totally upon God for direction. Whatever God asked him to do, he did it.  Wherever God sent him, he 

went.  Whatever God told him to say, he said. He trusted in God completely. He led a lonely life, often in the wilderness – 

trusting in God so completely that at one point, when he felt God call him into the desert, he went without food and water 

for days and when he could go no further, he lay down, thinking he had been led there to die.  That was God’s will, so he 

would do it.  But when he awoke terribly weak in the morning, he found angels had left him food and water. Elijah didn’t 

think in terms of the end game – how will this all turn out?  He just trusted in God.  

 True prophets weren’t popular. King Ahab despised Elijah. Ahab preferred Jezebel’s prophets who told him what 

he wanted to hear. Elijah knew that Ahab and his queen Jezebel did evil in God’s sight and worshipped Baal. For the last 

few weeks our Old Testament readings have told the story of Ahab’s and Jezebel’s misdeeds and Elijah’s warnings of 
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God’s judgment. 

 As Elijah walked down the road one day, he passed a young man plowing in the fields. God told him to call this 

young man and recruit him to be his companion and disciple, his protégé, to take on the role of Prophet to Israel after him.  

Elijah walked up to Elisha, told him of God’s wishes, and threw his mantle over Elisha’s shoulders, symbolically adopting 

him.  Elisha accepted Elijah as his father.  Another unquestioning prophet. 

 The two traveled together for a number of years, and then we come to the time of our reading.  God had told Elijah 

that he would be taken up into Heaven. On his way to where God told him to go, Elijah gave Elisha several opportunities 

to stay behind, to go back to his old life.  But that was not what Elisha wanted.  He wanted to fulfill the destiny God had for 

him.  He refused to leave Elijah.  So on they went. Elijah would get to where God told him to go and then he would receive 

a new destination, further on.  A lot like life, isn’t it? 

 Finally, after they miraculously crossed the Jordan River where Elijah struck the waters with his mantle and caused 

them to part, Elijah asked Elisha if there was anything he could do for him before he left.  A legacy question. And Elisha 

made that wonderful request.  “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” Be careful what you wish for… Know 

what you wish for… 

A double share was what a first born son would expect from his father.  If a father had a legacy and had four sons, 

he would divide his property into five shares, giving three of his sons each a share and the eldest son two shares, a 

double share. That way the eldest son stood a better chance of being able to carry on in his father’s place, to accomplish 

what his father had accomplished and more.  Also, the eldest son would be responsible for more, including his mother if 

she still lived.  But to ask for a double share of Elijah’s spirit!  That was different.  Elisha wanted to be able to serve the 

people of Israel as Elijah had, to be their prophet, but even more so.  And, according to the Bible Elisha did indeed receive 

a double share of Elijah’s spirit, accomplishing even more than Elijah had. 
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I read one theologian, Dr. Bruce Epperly, who suggests that maybe we all need to follow the lead of Elisha and 

“Ask for what (we) really need in life, whether it’s a pay raise, a new job, help from a friend, a blessing from another, and 

then, after asking, (and here’s the catch) open (our) imaginations and go to work to achieve it.”  Isn’t it refreshing to hear 

someone say, “You won’t get anywhere if you don’t ask for great things,” and then of course, have the courage to work for 

them!  Prof. Epperly goes on to wonder, “Am I asking too little of God and myself? If God will supply all our deepest 

needs, then why not go to the source, ask boldly, and then go to work?” He suggests that perhaps we ask too little of God 

as communities of faith. We should ask for what we need! Let’s have no shrinking violets at prayer please! 

Elijah knew this was a hard request, and he deliberately put obstacles in Elisha’s way, but one thing Elisha had 

learned following this stubborn old man, was to persist! So he did.  He persisted in faith, as we need to persist in faith. 

There can be great virtue in stubbornness, as both these prophets teach us. It’s like Jacob wrestling with the angel. Even 

after the angel had dislocated his hip he cried out, “I will not let you go until you bless me!” 

It was hard for Elijah to hear this request, because it wasn’t his to grant.  It was God’s.  “You have asked a difficult 

thing,” Elijah said, “yet if you see me when I am taken from you, it will be yours—otherwise not.” It was up to God. What 

was about to happen couldn’t be seen by human eyes unless they had been opened by the Spirit of God. This was why 

Elisha called out in joy to Elijah as he witnessed him being taken up, “Father, Father” and then described what he saw.  It 

was his way of saying, “I will be your son. I will follow in your footsteps.  I will take up your mantle. I will be God’s prophet. 

I will be the prophet with twice your spirit!”  And he was. 

With Elisha, we see the excitement of the beginning of a passionate ministry.  With our gospel reading for today, 

we near the end of Jesus’ ministry.  And yet he looked forward.  He looked forward to what others would do after he was 

gone – what we will do.  “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”  To plow a 

nice even furrow, you have to look forward, not back, looking towards our goal, to live the grace of God here at Good 

Shepherd.  We need to focus on the mission that pulls us together and makes us God’s gift – sustaining ourselves with 
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the fruits of the Holy Spirit Paul spoke of in Galatians.  Love is the first, and then joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  This is what sustains us.  Sustained by these fruits, we can be 

confident in what we ask for! 

So what do we ask for? What do we, Church of the Good Shepherd, want to accomplish? We’re gearing up, 

preparing to offer more to our children this fall – new brighter classrooms with new floors, (new bathrooms!), a new 

brighter, yet cozier nursery.  We are looking to offer more in Christian formation for our adults. Classes, ideas. 

Beyond ourselves, we are looking to expand our mission with Pitman Food Pantry, with Family Promise, with St. 

Andrew’s in Camden, expanding Camden Christmas. We have here people, all of you, with open hearts, who are ready 

and willing to share God’s love with each other and with the world. We can do that   

Elisha asked for a double share of Elijah’s spirit. We too can ask God for double the spirit, for support, for energy, 

for the will to do God’s work in the world.  Looking forward, we can do this. 


