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Sermon  7 23&24 16 

 Isn’t it great to have a friend you can tell almost anything to, or even better, 

who you don’t have to tell things, who understands and responds our of love and 

concern.  A really good friend.  

 Today, from our first reading, we’re very fortunate today to have, from our Old 

Testament, an excellent example of a great friendship, a great prayer relationship, a 

relationship that is offered to each of us.  God and Abraham talked together, they 

walked and talked and yes, argued together, teaching us that we too can walk and 

talk and argue with God.  

I think we often forget that God is there.  Abraham lived in constant 

communication with God.  He never forgot that God is always there.  We are never 

alone.  So, Abraham lived in constant prayer – prayer as two-way communication.  

God and Abraham both talked and listened to each other. 

 Apparently this communication could become quite relaxed and informal.  

That’s where our Old Testament reading for today comes in.  I have to say, I’ve 

always thought this reading sounds somewhat like an old borscht-belt comedy 

routine.   

God and Abraham are walking along and talking and God is really angry, and 

he says, “Those people of Sodom and Gomorrah are so wicked, I’m going to rain fire 

and brimstone down on them and wipe them off the face of the earth!” And Abraham 

thinks, “Wait! I’ve got relatives in one of those towns!  I’ve got to act fast!” So he says, 

“Now God, are you going to sweep away the righteous with the wicked? That just 

doesn’t sound like you at all! You’re the judge of the whole earth.  Surely the judge of 

the whole earth should do what is fair!” (Buttering him up a little.) So God says, 

“Okay, okay, if there are 50 righteous people there, I’ll spare the whole place for their 

sakes.” Whew! But then Abraham waits a bit, realistically wondering, and says, “If I 

could just take it upon myself to speak to God.  Ha ha! Me –  I know I’m nothing –  

nothing more than dust and ashes.  What if just five of those fifty aren’t quite up to 

snuff, would you let the lack of five cause the whole city to be destroyed?  So God 

says, “…Ohhkay.  I won’t destroy it if I find 45 righteous people there.” Abraham: 

“Suppose 40 are found there?” God: …Hmmmm. OK, for 40 I won’t do it.” Silence. A 
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moment or two passes before: “Please don’t be angry at me for speaking…  how about 

30?” God looks at him hard, “Okaaay, I won’t do it if 30 are found there.”  They walk 

some more and from Abraham: “You know, I know I’m speaking to the Lord… 

soooooo… how about twenty?”  And God says, “Fine, fine, fine, I won’t destroy them if 

20 righteous people are found there. “  (pause) “Pleeeeze don’t be angry at me if I 

speak just one – more – time…  Sup-pohhse… … thereare10?”  “FINE!  For the sake of 

ten, I won’t do it!” And that’s all the more Abraham dared ask for!  But he did pretty 

well, didn’t he? 

Of course, I’m sure God knew all along there weren’t even 10 righteous people 

in Sodom or Gomorrah, but what a chat!  It teaches us a lot about the relationship 

between Abraham and God. It was friendly!  I think sometimes, to God, we must 

sound like a bunch of whiny children. But what’s most important, apparently we’re 

not only worth talking to, we’re worth talking with.  

 God and Abraham had conversations.  As silly is this last one seems at first, it’s 

a conversation that gives us evidence of God’s every day, every minute unconditional 

love.   

 Then we come to our gospel reading, where Jesus introduces his disciples (and 

us) to The Lord’s Prayer.  Apparently, the disciples had forgotten, as we do, that God 

is always available.  

Every Sunday we pray this prayer together during the Eucharist. The version 

we pray is closer to the one found in Matthew.  There have been many different 

interpretations and adaptations of the Lord’s Prayer.  We have two in our Book of 

Common Prayer. 

 It’s important to remember that the Lord’s Prayer was offered as an 

introduction to prayer.  I’m sure the disciples had seen and heard plenty of priests 

pray, but prayer had become something priests did on their behalf. They had lost 

their own personal connection with God. So Jesus offered them the Lord’s Prayer as a 

pathway back.  Saying it puts us in a prayerful mood so we can continue praying.  If 

we don’t know what to say, or how to start, this is a prayer we can always carry with 

us – in our pockets – or memorized – always available to break the ice.  
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  There are those who feel uncomfortable praying.  They don’t have faith that 

they are praying to someone or that they’re being listened to, so they’re afraid of 

feeling foolish.  I say to them, “Well, maybe you should pray just in case!” Prayer is an 

act of faith.  It is also a form of meditation.  If we are just talking to ourselves, (and I 

don’t for one moment believe we are) we’re probably saying important things that 

we need to say – out loud!  

 There are other beautiful prayers that are given to us – our Book of Common 

Prayer is full of them – for every occasion.  But the prayers we compose ourselves, 

(which becomes easier the more we do it), are just as important. The prayer in the 

moment of crisis, in the foxhole, is just as important as the nightly prayer with our 

children.  Just start talking.  I think that’s what Abraham did.  And it worked for him.  

God is always there, walking beside us, whether we know it or not. 

 Are our prayers answered?  YES.  It may not be the answer we’re looking for, 

but YES, our prayers are answered. Wait and see… 

 Many people were shocked to hear, after her death, that that great woman of 

faith, Mother Theresa, had not felt the presence of Jesus in her prayer life for 40 

years.  She wrote, “As for me, the silence and emptiness is so great that I look and do 

not see, listen and do not hear. The tongue moves [in prayer] but does not speak."  

This was a crisis of faith! 

 But she kept on praying in spite of her crisis. Interestingly enough, the 

theologian whose comments on her crisis of faith make the most sense to me is Dr. E. 

Robert  Mohler, a Southern Baptist theologian who said, “The faith that saves is not 

faith in faith, nor faith in our ability [to] maintain faith, but faith in Christ. Our 

confidence is in Christ, not in ourselves.” 

 And so Mother Theresa kept on praying and she ultimately counseled that 

even in what she saw as darkness, there was a spark of faith.  She may not have felt, 

as a human, Jesus’ presence, but her heart knew he was there.  So she went on – and 

became an extraordinary example of faith for all of us.   

The disciples watched Jesus pray and maybe they felt left out – felt this was an 

exclusive relationship. The story in our Gospel reading is very touching.  “Teach us 
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how to pray.” Like children asking. They wanted to have the kind of relationship with 

God that Jesus had.  “Help us to be closer to God.”  So he did. 

I am particularly fond of the version of the Lord’s Prayer from The New 

Zealand Prayer Book. At it’s end it says: 

“With the bread we need for today, feed us.   

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us.  

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever.  Amen.” 

But perhaps our most fitting conclusion for today is from Eugene Peterson’s 

version of the Lord’s Prayer from The Message: 

“You’re in charge! 

You can do anything you want! 

You’re ablaze in beauty! 

Yes.  Yes.  Yes.” 

I think Abraham would like that one.  Amen. 


