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Sermon 11 20 16 Christ the King   

 What do most of us think of when we hear the word “king”?  Pictures of a huge Henry VIII?  

King Arthur? The King of Hearts? Burger King? I don’t think most of us think of Jesus as a king. 

When we think about kings in this country, we think of people who appear in People magazine. The 

only crown Jesus ever wore was made of thorns. And yet he spoke of himself as a king.  He told 

people about his kingdom. What sort of king was he?  

 When the people of Jesus’ time thought of a king, they thought of an absolute monarch.  An 

absolute monarch wields unrestricted power and isn’t subject to the law. That doesn’t mean that 

absolute monarchs aren’t subject to negative reactions from those they rule.  Charles the First was 

the last absolute monarch of England and he lost his head for it.  The only absolute monarchies in 

the world today are in Brunei, Qatar, Oman, Saudi Arabia, Swaziland, the United Arab Emirates, and 

Vatican City.  

In a way, an absolute monarchy provides security for the average citizen. You have no power 

or control over anything, so there’s no reason to worry about anything! That is the sort of kingdom 

Jesus’ followers expected from him. They were not expecting the lover of souls, Jesus the servant 

king. They expected that at some point he would become the “strongman” they were looking for, the 

political leader, the general who would lead an army that would sweep away the Romans and then 

rule as a second King David.      

That is what they thought would happen.  And yet, look at our readings for today. Our collect, 

“Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and 

brought together under his gracious rule.” The kings of Jesus’ day didn’t free their people in order to 

graciously rule them! 

In his letter to the Colossians, Paul speaks of Jesus as a king who shares his strength, who 

offers forgiveness of sins.  Not many kings do that!  Paul adds that he is a king who shares his 

inheritance with his people! No kings do that!  

 Paul’s description of Jesus even goes beyond describing a king. Paul describes someone 

otherworldly, who is part of eternity and yet also one of us. He says that Jesus, who we can see, is 

the image of God, who we can’t see. Jesus existed before all other created things. He exists outside of 

time, before “In the beginning…” Everything in heaven and on earth, all of nature, all humanity was 

created through him and because of him and it all belongs to him. He holds it all together. Jesus 

holds, within himself, all that is God, so that God could come to us and be reconciled with us through 

Jesus.  Paul’s vision is way beyond a “king.”  
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And then, for our gospel we have the story of the last moments of the crucifixion, just before 

Jesus died on the cross. That wasn’t very royal at all!  Crucifixion was for criminals. This was when 

Jesus taught us what it means to be a true servant king.  He asked God to forgive the people who 

were tormenting him because they were ignorant. When one of the thieves figured it out – “got it” – 

and asked Jesus to remember him when he came into his kingdom, did he suddenly see a crown 

land on Jesus’ head?  No!  He saw through all the scoffing and mocking, that here was a true king, the 

king who was willing to die for others, even if they didn’t understand why.  Jesus rescued someone 

even as he was dying on the cross!  And it was clear:  If his kingdom was open even to this thief, it 

was, and is, open to all. 

What I want to know is, who did these people see?  Who was this person for them?  Who 

changed their lives?  And I have to think back and ask myself, (just to get in touch with this) who is 

someone in my life who has had a strong, extraordinary influence on me? This is not my effort to 

equate that person with God, but who do I feel gratitude and reverence for as Jesus’ companions felt 

for him? Who has helped to form my morality, my sense of right and wrong, my ideals and how I 

deal with my faults? Who are those people of power in our lives? This is an important question to 

consider as we prepare to baptize and welcome a new member into our Household of God.  

Who has God given to us to form us?  Parents, teachers, relatives, friends… Do we still find 

ourselves referring back to moments with them – moments that have shaped our lives? Just think, 

think back – those are the ways God touches our lives.  

I remember, I was a little girl.  It had to be in the mid to late 50s.  We had an old TV in the 

basement that was a black and white in a box and my dad had set up a table in front of it to “work 

on his papers.” That’s what we called it.  He was always “working on his papers.” Papers were 

everywhere. And I came downstairs and he had this show on as he worked.  And now, in retrospect, 

I can see that he decided to let me stay and watch it with him. It was about a Jewish family that 

moved into a neighborhood that apparently was non-Jewish.  And the show was dark and moody in 

black and white and at one point, someone set a cross on fire on the Jewish family’s front lawn.  

Which I thought was odd because I thought the cross was a good thing. And the neighbors of these 

Jewish people were yelling mean things at them and that got me kind of upset and I asked my Dad 

why they did that.  Now my father was a man of VERY few words. So he just said, “What they’re 

doing is wrong.  We don’t treat people like that.”  And that was that.  But I never forgot it.  “We don’t 

treat people like that.”  OK.  We don’t.  So I won’t.  And I never did.  Even when schoolmates would 

say racist things, I just couldn’t join in or be part of that.  We don’t treat people like that. 

Those are the moments of impact.  We’ve all had them – at different points in our lives. 
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We don’t need to go back to Bible stories to know and feel Jesus’ impact on our lives.  Jesus 

can influence us now, directly and through others.  That lesson you learned at the grocery store or 

the gas station the other day…  that was Jesus – always caring, always teaching, always, with love, 

opening the world to us.  He is the king with open arms – most kings aren’t portrayed that way.  He 

is the protector, the teacher, the friend, the leader, the welcoming, loving one who is always there, 

far more powerful than any earthly king could ever be. Any crown other than his crown of thorns is 

kind of superfluous. 

Christ the King… and so much more. 

 


