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Mary and John 

 

We are blessed this Sunday with two of the most 
important figures of Advent – Mary, the human 
mother of our Savior, and John the Baptist. So 
different, and yet so alike in strength of faith. 
There are those who would grant deification to 
Mary, but there is a problem with that. We need 
Mary to be human. Mary needs to be one of us. 
Jesus came to us as a mystery, a miracle – wholly 
human and wholly divine – 100% human and 
100% divine. Completely impossible, and yet, 
there he was – incarnation – both God and hu-
man. We don’t have incarnation without Mary’s 
humanity. Mary has always been held up to us as 
the perfect example of the perfect mother, the 
perfect woman. No. She is the greater gift as the 
human, flawed just like us, who birthed the great-
est gift, Jesus the Christ, our Savior. Can you 
blame John for getting excited? For knowing and 
proclaiming, giving no thought to his own safety, 
that salvation for all, for the world, was walking in 
his sight, barefoot, along the muddy reedy banks 
of the Jordan. He must have known his ministry 
was ending as he asked the question, “Are you the 
one that is to come?” He knew that his disciples 
would become Jesus’ disciples and that he would 
recede into history. He truly knew who he was. 
Two great human figures, John and Mary. We can 
be grateful for their humanity. 

 
 

A Different Eucharistic Prayer  
for Advent 

 

For the season of Advent we are using Eucharistic 

Prayer C, can be found on page 369 in our Book 

of Common Prayer (BCP). This is an interesting 

prayer in that it calls for responses from the con-

gregation, from all of you. It seems fitting that, as 

we celebrate Advent, we celebrate the Eucharist 

more inclusively, responding to each other aloud in 

prayer.  

Welcome! 
 

Welcome to Church of the Good Shepherd. 
We’re glad you’re here! Episcopal worship is 
participatory. We stand, we kneel, we respond 
vocally during parts of the service, sometimes 
with singing! Please join in at your level of 
comfort. If you’d like to learn more about what 
we as Episcopalians believe and do, or if you 
have any questions, please fill out one of the 
yellow cards in the pew and give it to Mother 
Susan or one of our ushers.  We hope you feel 
welcome here and that you will come back of-
ten to feed your faith.   
 
 

 A Word About Receiving  
Communion in the  
Episcopal Church 

  

All are invited to the Altar to receive. You may 

stand or kneel. If  you do not wish to receive, but 

would like a blessing, cross your arms over your 

chest. If you decide to receive only the bread 

extend your hand for the wafer and cross your 

arms over your chest to decline the wine.  
 

For the wine or grape juice you may guide the 

chalice to your lips by placing your hand gently 

on the chalice’s base and guiding it. Or you can 

dip your host (wafer) into the wine. Or you can 

give the host to the Lay Eucharistic Minister, who 

will dip the host into the wine and place it in 

your mouth. 
 

 

 
Snow Removal 

 

We are quickly approaching SNOW season and 

we will need your help with snow removal. There 

is a sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall. We have a 

snow blower & shovels or you can use your own. 

Thank you in advance! 
 
 

           

           A Word About Receiving  
              Communion in the  
               Episcopal Church 
  

     All are invited to the Altar to receive. You 
may stand or kneel. If  you do not wish to receive, 
but would like a blessing, cross your arms over 
your chest. If you decide to receive in one kind 
extend your hand for the wafer and cross your 
arms over your chest to decline the wine.  
     If you desire to receive the wine you may 
guide the chalice to your lips by placing your 
hand gently on the chalice’s base and guiding it. 
Or you can dip your host (wafer) into the wine.  
Or you can give the host to the Lay Eucharistic 
Minister, who will dip the host into the wine and 
place it in your mouth. 

 

Gluten-free Communion Hosts 
  

Gluten-free Communion hosts are available for those 
with allergies. Please let the priest know. 

 
Bible Study 

 

We are now looking at the Book of Acts. How did 
a rag-tag group of disciples become the Church? 
How did all of this get going? 7PM on Tuesday 
nights. 
 
 

Inquirers’ Class 
 

INQUIRER'S CLASS will meet on Sunday, 
June 5, following the morning service in the 
Conference Room.  Our topic this month will be 
"Evil, Suffering & A Loving God."  
 
 
 
Mark your calendar for the next study of Up-
pity Women of the Bible!  We'll begin on 
Thursday, September 8 at 9:30 a.m. 
(following Morning Prayer).  Our focus for 
this study will be the book of Judith. Watch 
for more details toward the end of summer.  

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE   
 

December 18th  - 10am Christmas Cantata 
 

December 24th - Christmas Eve  

7pm – Our Family Eucharist celebrating the  

     birth of Jesus Christ 
 

10pm – Festival Eucharist with special music 
 

December 25th - Christmas Day 

10am – Holy Eucharist with Carols 

 
 

Don’t Wait Too Long! 
 

There are lots of Bible stories left to choose 

from, so make sure you sign up to tell one of 

your favorites. Or pick one you're not famil-

iar with & learn a little more about the Bible!  

Anyone can tell a story; all you need is fa-

miliarity with the story and enthusiasm. If 

you think you might be interested, talk to 

Pat Braidwood during coffee hour. 

 
 

Stewardship 2017 
 

As of 12/6/16, our status is: 
 

                   2017          2016    Difference (+,-)    
          
# Pledge       80              100              -20 
 
$ Pledge  $182,221    $205,512     -$23,291 
 
If you have not yet sent in your Estimate of Giving 
card for 2017, we ask that you please consider 
doing so as soon as possible. 
 

The Treasurer and Finance Committee must submit 
the 2017 Budget for approval at the annual 
meeting in January.  Without your commitment, 
we will not be able to generate a viable financial 
operating plan. 
 

Respectfully, 
The Finance Committee  

http://search.live.com/images/results.aspx?q=communion+chalice
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Advent 3                       December 10 & 11 
Saturday          12/10  - 10 AM Dress Rehearsal 
                                       4:30 PM Contemplative Prayer 
                                       5:30 PM Holy Eucharist 
Sunday             12/11 -  9 AM Contemplative Prayer  
                                       10 AM Holy Eucharist                                              
                                       10 AM Sunday School  
                                       Luncheon 
                                      12:30 PM Christmas Pageant  
Monday           12/12  -  7 PM Women at the Well - ECW 
Tuesday          12/13  -  9 AM Morning Prayer 
                                       9:30 AM Caring Hands 
Wednesday     12/14  -  7 PM Property Committee                                 
Thursday         12/15  -  9 AM Morning Prayer 
                                        6:30 PM Bell Choir 
                                        7:15 PM Choir Practice 
 
Advent 4                       December 17 & 18 
Saturday         12/17  -  4:30 PM Contemplative Prayer 
                                       5:30 PM Holy Eucharist 
                                       6:30 PM Healing Prayer 
Sunday           12/18  -   9 AM Contemplative Prayer 
                                       10 AM Holy Eucharist   
                                                    & Christmas Cantata     
                                       Greening of the Church                                           
                                       10 AM Sunday School  
                                       11:30 AM Inquirers’ Class                                        
Tuesday          12/20  -  9 AM Morning Prayer   
Thursday        12/22  -   9 AM Morning Prayer 
                                        6:30 PM Bell Choir 
                                        7:15 PM Choir Practice 

 
 
 

           Food Pantry    
 

Next week, December 17th & 18th we are 

collecting Canned Raviolis and Spaghettios. So, 

please bring in your donations of Canned Raviolis 

and Spaghettios.  on the 17th & 18th. All donations 

are greatly appreciated and accepted. 

 
 
 

 
 

Gluten-free Communion Hosts 
  

Gluten-free  Communion  hosts  are  available  for 
those with allergies. Also grape juice for those who 
don’t want wine. Please let Mother Susan know. 

T h e  E p i s c o p a l  
C h u r c h  o f  t h e                                                                     

 G o o d  S h e p h e r d  

Phone: 856-589-8209 
Email: goodshepherdpitman@gmail.com 
Fax: 856-582-2306 
Http://www.goodshepherdpitman.org/ 

The Rev. Susan E. Osborne-Mott, Rector 
revmomott@gmail.com  

315 Highland Terrace 
Pitman, New Jersey  08071 

 

 

Parish Office Hours 
The Regular Business Hours of the  

Parish Office are: 
 Monday through Thursday 

8:30AM to 2:30PM.   
Friday - 8:30AM to 1:30PM 

  

 

 

Advent 3 
 

December 10 & 11, 2016 
 

 

 

Pastoral Emergencies 
 

If a Pastoral Emergency should come up 
for you, hospitalization, death in the family, 
please call the Church Office 856-589-
8209 or after Office hours please call  
Mother Susan at 732-759-4358. 


