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Sermon  2 19 17 

 Today we baptize little Anthony John Logandro, welcoming him into the household of 

God.  

So there I was, wondering how to tie  this together in a sermon – Anthony’s baptism, 

readings that give us more of God’s rules… and then it occurred to me ---- 

 Anthony’s very existence, his presence offers us an excellent example of who we are 

supposed to be in God’s love. We are all children of God. We are all meant to reflect God’s 

love for the world. Jesus specifically instructs us to become like little children. 

 Ahhh, but the adults, the mature, the sophisticated among us immediately utter the 

time-honored phrase of avoidance, “But it’s more complicated then that.”  Not necessarily. 

Quite frequently, more often than not as a matter of fact, it’s not more complicated than that. 

Whatever we’re dealing with can be elevated to simplicity.  Children help us do that. 

 “I’m hungry.” There can be simple and complex responses  to that statement. For a 

child, the only response is, “Time to eat!” The child’s response is “Let’s find some food.” Not – 

“Hmmm, I wonder if you deserve the food.” “I wonder if, in some way, you’re cheating me, or 

playing me to get food.” That way lie ulcers – (usually an adult complaint).  If we become like 

little children, we will think in terms of generosity first, and it’s healthier for us to do that.  

 So in Leviticus, God gives us baby steps to recover our childhood instincts. God says, 

“Look what a lovely field of grain you have. No, I’m not going to ask you to give even a 

percentage of it away. But I am going to ask you to reap up to a few inches from the edge. 

Leave the edges for the poor. They will clean up the rest of your field for you.”  “And when 

you harvest grapes, the ones that fall to the ground?  Leave them there for the poor to pick 

up. You don’t have to bend over and go to all that trouble. Let the poor have them.” 

 God gives us baby steps to recover the generosity of our childhoods. Most babies, if 

they’re eating something and you show an interest in it, will offer it to you. “Here, would you 

like some Cream of Wheat too?” That is the spirit in which we need to share what we have.    

 And then, with children we sometimes have the unthinkable…  Do you remember the 

look on your child’s face the first time somebody hit them – the utter, complete shock and 

horror.  Hitting isn’t just wrong.  Hitting is alien to a child. Hitting/ violence should be alien to 

us. 

 And worse, there are many ways to hit. Hitting doesn’t have to be physical. Hitting can 

be verbal. Violence can be expressed in many ways. And children start out as horrified and 

confused by all of them. 
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And yet somehow, as we “mature,” we achieve the grand defense mechanism of 

“fighting back.” And then the person who hit us has to fight back, and then we have to fight 

back and so on. It all escalates. It just gets worse, and the worst of it is – it doesn’t end!  It 

leads to distrust and more anger and more violence. Even on an international scale. 

When Jesus teaches us to turn the other cheek in today’s gospel, he’s teaching us to 

de-escalate, to end it, end the momentum of anger and violence – to stop and take a breath. 

Sometimes adults need time-outs too! If we love our enemies and pray for those who have 

persecuted us, we turn the tables – we de-escalate – we end it.  We take the wind out of the 

sails. We take the time out. 

 Just a couple of weeks ago, we heard that Paul told one of his congregations that both 

he and another teacher planted, but God gave the growth, as if the congregation was a 

growing field. This week we read where Paul compares his congregations to buildings. Paul 

told his people that he laid the foundation of Jesus Christ. Others might build on that 

foundation, but the foundation of their faith was Jesus Christ. He went even further and 

compared each one of them to a holy temple, a temple established by God. He told these 

people who were forced to worship in secret, in cellars and caves, that they, they themselves 

were the temples, that their bodies were as sacred and holy as big beautiful temples, 

because God’s Spirit lived within them.   

 Paul was giving them the freedom to leave the values of the world around them 

behind, to leave the so-called wisdom of the world around them behind.  They were meant to 

form a new world, a new society based on God’s love.  He knew God’s love would last far 

beyond the foolishness of Ceasars – better to be God’s fool than Ceasar’s so-called wise 

man.  

 Paul was speaking of a vision of the future that the people of Corinth and Jerusalem 

and Rome would never see.  He was looking forward to a world beyond the Ceasars, even 

beyond the Ceasars of our own time.  

 That was the world Jesus was encouraging us to create when he was teaching to turn 

the other cheek.  Jesus knew, Jesus knows that we live in a world that calls for an eye for an 

eye, that calls for retribution. But he is teaching us that it’s possible to stop the chain reaction, 

to take the time out as the children we are and just stop and pray and think.  We can’t do that 

without acknowledging God’s love for us or without actively working towards offering that love 

to each other.  
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On a day when we are welcoming a new member into the Good Shepherd Household 

of God, it is only fitting that we gathered with these words, ”O Lord, you have taught us that 

without love whatever we do is worth nothing.” And there you have it. It always comes back to 

love – God’s love for us and the greatest commandments, to love God and to love each 

other.  It is simplistic – because it’s simple and direct, just as most of the important ideas, and 

the most important actions of our lives are really very simple – as the love of a child is very 

simple.  A child’s love is unconditional and simple, simple and powerful.  

 So Anthony was very helpful today.  

 

  


