
Sermon Title “the Light of the world” 

Mark Nicolle, parish member 

Church of the Good Shepherd, Pitman NJ.  

March 26, 2017 –  10 AM Service 

Lectionary: Year A: 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 

 1 

…Good EVENING/morning. 

…let us pray… 

Holy Spirit, teach us truth, 

Reveal to us Jesus. 

Amen.    …please be seated. 

 

Well,    IT     IS    CLEARLY     Lent… 

the SEASON of  REPENTENCE, and LONG  Gospel READINGS… 

 

(Mother Susan, can I get an AMEN!?) 

 

AS   WE   move through Lent toward   Easter,  

 the gospel readings JUST  KEEP getting longer… 

  and ON PALM SUNDAY,  

it’s…off the charts… 

 

We are really getting our money’s worth this Lent 

With Mother Susan PREACHING,      

AND READING these long gospels! 

 

But as you can see,  

She is catching a LITTLE break this EVENING/morning... 

But not to worry… 

YOU will ALL be getting a DISCOUNT OFF your bill this week!  

 

<pause> 

 

Today’s Gospel is about BLINDNESS… 

 

NOT       JUST  PHYSICAL blindness… 

 

John is ALSO speaking to another kind 

Which IS,            In some ways, 

MORE   INSIDIOUS than physical blindness. 

 

John is teaching us…THAT THERE IS… 

(if you will forgive me…) 

MORE to blindness than meets the eye! 

 

<pause> 
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Those attending the diocesan convention several weeks ago,  

 received from our Bishop, Chip Stokes, A HEAVY DOSE OF  

   

 “KNOW YOUR STORY, LIVE IT BODLY” 

 

This is the new “mantra”,  

if you will, of our diocese,  

There is a short video ABOUT IT on our diocesan website… 

It has to do with looking at scripture…  

   Looking at the stories in the Bible,  

to understand OUR OWN story… 

And knowing who are we, IN Jesus Christ?  

 

And then, it’s about boldly living that story…  

 About taking action to live out our baptismal covenant.  

I’m sure there will be more to come from the Diocese… 

 

Now,   WITH THIS MAN BORN BLIND   in today’s Gospel…. 

  I think we see a GREAT example of  

“KNOW YOUR STORY, LIVE IT BODLY” 

 

And what I want to do this EVENING/morning 

 Is explore what that means for each of us… 

  As we consider TOGETHER  

John’s thoughts on blindness 

    We should all ask ourselves… 

“where do I find MYSELF……in this story?” 

 

<pause> 

 

Now, before I begin with the man born blind,  

 I want to quickly point out something   

That is ALSO important to OUR story, BUT IS EASY TO MISS.  

 

In today’s Gospel,  

John GIVES us  

yet another glimpse  

into the loving nature of our God… 
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a glimpse………into the loving nature of Jesus Christ,  

WHO   THROUGHOUT   these long Lenten gospels,  

IS always direct and challenging WITH the central character 

YET consistently loving, patient and gentile.   

 

We saw this two weeks ago with the seeking Pharisee Nicodemus, 

 

And, last week with the Samaritan woman at the well 

 

Next week, we will see this with Martha and Mary, 

 As they experience the death of their brother Lazarus. 

 

And Today, we see it with this man born blind.  

 

Jesus is DIRECT, CHALLENGING, YET LOVING, PATIENT, and GENTILE.   

 

It is my sincere hope 

that we can all say,  

“yes, THAT JESUS IS a part of MY story” 

 

OK, I just had to point that out… 

that was for free………….., 

and that’s on TOP of today’s discount… 

 

<pause> 

 

I think today’s Gospel  

contains the greatest testimony for Jesus Christ  

  that you will find ANYWHERE in the Bible 

     

After the blind man is healed by Jesus, 

 He finds himself in a bit of turmoil, 

  And that is putting it lightly… 

   In reality, his whole world has been turned up side down.   

    …So much for 20/20 vision.   

 

Some of his neighbors  

don’t recognize him or believe him 

His parents, out of fear, 
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Throw him under the bus to the Jewish leaders, 

 

And the Pharisees, God bless their hearts,  

 Put him through the ringer  

  with the most ridiculous interrogation,  

   that results in him being        

    essentially, excommunicated,  

     thrown out of the synagogue,  

      thrown out of his faith community! 

 

NOT REALLY the best day! AND I’m sure NOTHING he bargained for…. 

 When Jesus was slopping mud on his eyes.   

 

Yet in the midst of all that,  

 This man, God bless HIS heart,  

  Steps up to the plate 

   With the most beautiful, simple, and theologically sound 

    example of “knowing his story, and living it boldly”. 

     …Bishop Stokes would be proud! 

      

Upon getting grilled by the Pharisees, 

 including THEIR claim that JESUS is a sinner,  

  The man born blind makes this statement... 

   

“I do not know whether he is a sinner 

 One thing I do know,  

  That though I was blind, now I see.”  

 

My paraphrase..,  

 “I am the LAST person to ask about the spiritual credentials of this man Jesus,  

  but I DO know… 

 

THAT THE difference HE HAS made in my life is REAL!”  “I can see!!” 

 

If ONLY  I …could be so straight and simple and bold 

when it comes to telling my story… 

when it comes to telling others  

how Jesus Christ has impacted MY life!   
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NOW,  when you take a step back from this 

 And add it all up, 

  This blind man’s story COULD sound  

an awful lot like ours… 

 

SO…        I will ask each of you, RIGHT NOW, in your mind,  

to create your own,  personal,  LITTLE checklist here… 

 

This man has not been to seminary,  

(certainly a check for most all of us) 

 

he does not understand theologically who Jesus is, 

(I…don’t know…I think many of us THINK we understand this…)  

 

and, at this point in the story,  

he has never actually “seen” Jesus.   

   (probably a check for all of us) 

s 

THIS  ALREADY  is STARTING TO sound like many of us!         (hand raised) 

 

But it gets better… 

 

He DOES know that this Jesus,  

Who I am sure he had heard about,  

sought HIM out,  

and made a profound difference in his life.   

 

He knows that Jesus anointed him, albeit with mud, 

 AND, the knows that by being obedient to Jesus’…  

by following his instruction to “go and wash”… 

   he can now see. (PERHAPS ANOTHER CHECK OR TWO) 

 

I would suggest to you 

 That this man’s experience 

 is the experience of OUR baptism! 

   It is the reality that  

    Our baptism points to.   

 

“though WE were blind, now WE see.” 



Sermon Title “the Light of the world” 

Mark Nicolle, parish member 

Church of the Good Shepherd, Pitman NJ.  

March 26, 2017 –  10 AM Service 

Lectionary: Year A: 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 

 6 

 

Not physical blindness, 

but the blindness of our hearts… 

…the blindness of our sinful nature. 

 

I would suggest to you, 

that in one way or another,  

this encounter with Jesus Christ is OUR story. 

 

<pause…switching gears to Theology> 

 

Now……John offers us SOMETHING ELSE 

in today’s gospel   

that I ALSO hope  

will enlighten each of us about  “OUR STORY”!   

 

And THAT “SOMETHING ELSE”,  

 IS……….a little dose of GOOD THEOLOGY! 

   

<pause> 

 

OK…Theology…for some of us, kind a scary word… 

 

let me share with you 

my FAVORITE definition of a theologian… 

 

(which I have STOLEN from one of my favorite bible teachers, a gentleman by the name 

of Randy Harris) 

  

NOW…In order to define a theologian, I first have to define what a philosopher is… 

 

A philosopher…is a blind man in a dark alley looking for a black cat that’s not there. 

 

A theologian…is a blind man in a dark alley, looking for a black cat that’s not there,  

BUT THINKS HE’S FOUND IT 1 

 

<pause> 

 

BEFORE Jesus addresses the blind man AND heals him,  
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HIS disciples ask him,  

“Rabbi, who sinned,  

this man or his parents,  

that he was born blind?” 

 

Now, there is a FANCY TERM for their thinking,  

For “their “theology” if you will,  (THEIR BAD THEOLOGY) 

that drives them to ask JESUS this question.. 

and that FANCY term is   DEUTERONOMIST   theology… 

 

IT BASICALLY HOLDS THAT,  

“if you're suffering,,, 

then it must be because you disobeyed 

and if you're prospering,  

it must be because you’ve been obedient.”  

 

This thinking was prevalent in that day,  

 And unfortunately, you will sometimes find it…EVEN today 

 

And Jesus immediately,    

dispels that notion with THIS reply to their question,  

 

“neither this man nor his parents sinned;  

he was born blind so that God’s works  

might be revealed in him.”   

 

Now Jesus is not saying  

that the blind man and his parents are perfect 

that they are not sinners, 

   because we know, as both Isaiah and Paul have told us… 

“ALL have sinned and gone astray”… 

 All have fallen short of the Glory Of God. 

The blind man and his parents 

like all of us, ARE sinners. 

 

But Jesus IS saying that their sin  

is not the cause of the man’s PHYSICAL blindness.   

 

Now that feels PRETTY GOOD!!! 
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 For the most part,             I LIKE THAT that answer from Jesus! 

 

Because in my 21st century “progressive” thinking 

 I don’t WANT to blame  

this blind man OR his parents 

for his blindness… 

  

But at the same time,  

I am not TOTALLY satisfied. 

  With that answer from Jesus. 

 

Because………. it ALSO    KIND OF sounds like  

 God made this man be blind all his life 

  Just so that Jesus can come along and be the hero 

   And God gets the credit for being a good God. 

 

That bothers me.  

 

FORTUNATELY, I DON’T THINK  

THAT IS WHAT JOHN,   OR JESUS, FOR THAT MATTER,  

ARE GOING FOR HERE….   

 

And I THINK the Apostle Paul can help us… 

I think Paul can shed some light on what IS going on here… 

 

The 8th chapter of his letter to the Romans,  

 Is the best “chapter” Paul ever wrote, 

 

In that chapter,  

He talks about how creation has been subject to frustration 

And how all of creation is groaning 

As in the pains of childbirth…in eager anticipation  

of the coming fullness of God’s glory 

     Which is his Son Jesus Christ.  

 

And Paul explains that despite that frustration,  

And through that pain,  

“IN ALL THINGS” God works for the good  

of those who love him  
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and are called according to his purpose” 

 

No matter what the circumstances  

 God can “crawl inside” them 

  And redeem HIS creation. 

 

We see that here with this man born blind.   

 When Jesus heals this man of his blindness,  

  He is redeeming His creation.   

 

God works in all things,  

 to redeem a hurting world,  

  to reconcile the world to Himself. 

 

And he does this……….through his Son Jesus. 

 

And so it is important for us to understand 

 That Jesus is not saying that the man’s blindness is good,  

 and he is not saying that God caused him to be blind, (I DON’T BELIEVE 

THAT!) 

 but he IS saying that despite this man’s condition, 

despite his circumstances,  

  God can work inside this dark situation 

   and bring light.  

 

Because, Jesus IS the light of the world, 

 And he can open the eyes of the blind.  

  Indeed, he can open OUR eyes to OUR blindness. 

 

No matter the circumstances of OUR lives,  

 God can work through his Son Jesus  

  To REDEEM and to RECONCILE. 

 

God works in all things  

 To build up HIS BODY,    

To build up the BODY OF CHRIST, Which IS the CHURCH… 

…The CHURCH which IS ……  you and I 

    Because  the CHURCH,  you and I … 

WE   ARE    HIS   Glory!!  
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THAT, is what is going on here…  

AND THAT, is relevant to OUR story… 

and THAT is good news! 

 

<pause> 

   

To finish this EVENING/morning 

I want to fast forward  

  To the very end of this Gospel account 

    

After the blind man is “cast out” by the Pharisees, 

 Jesus seeks him out again, 

  They meet “eye to eye” for the first time 

   And Jesus reveals to the man who he really is 

 

And He finishes by saying the following,  

 With the Pharisees NEAR BY HEARING every word…,  

 

“I came into this world for judgement  

so that those who do not see, MAY SEE,  

and those who do see, MAY BECOME BLIND.” 

 

And right on cue, the Pharisees, 

bite on this hook line and sinker.    

 

“Surely, WE are not blind, are we”?      They ask Jesus. 

 

And like every good shoe salesman  

 Jesus basically says…my paraphrase, “if the shoe fits, wear it”. 

 

“if you WERE blind you would not have sin,  

But now that you say, ‘we see’,  

your sin remains”. 

 

Two Sunday’s ago,  Mother Susan spoke to us  

 about John’s use of metaphor…as with Nicodemus… 

talking about the Spirit, and the wind.  
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John is using a similar approach here…he is using metaphor… 

 

In the Physical realm,  

the blind man knows he is blind,  

and so he can be healed 

 

In the spiritual realm,  

the Pharisees do NOT know they are blind,  

and so cannot be healed.  

 

Jesus cannot say to these Pharisees,  

 “go and sin no more”,  

because they are BLIND to their own sin.   

 

This Lenten Gospel  

 Indeed, The entire season of Lent 

  Asks us to examine ourselves,  

to examine our lives.  

It asks us to consider our own blindness 

     The blindness of OUR own self righteousness 

 

And It asks us to affirm the proclamation of Lent 

 Which is also the proclamation of our baptism 

  To repent, and, as Jesus tells the man born blind 

Whom He has anointed with the dust of the earth, 

To “go and wash”…    

     Ye, To be baptized.  

  

I will close  

with the words of Jesus 

to the Church at Laodicea.   

   You MAY have heard them from me before 

  

As we approach the alter this morning  

to receive the body and blood of Jesus…  

 as we come to “eat with Him and He with us”… 

   allow THESE words of Jesus  

to prepare your heart…to know your story, and live it boldly. 
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Jesus says to the Church…(Revelation 3:17-20) 

 

“You say I am rich;  

I have acquired wealth  

and do not need a thing.   

 

But you do not realize  

that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.   

 

I counsel you to buy from ME gold  

refined in the fire,  

so you CAN become rich,  

and white clothes to wear  

so you can cover your shameful nakedness, 

 and salve to put on your eyes,  

so you can see. 

Those whom I love  

I rebuke and discipline.  

So be earnest and repent. 

Here I am,  

I stand at the door and knock.   

If anyone hears my voice  

and opens the door,  

I will come in and eat with him,  

and he with me. 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTES 
 
 
1  Randy J. Harris, The Future is Now,  CD # 5 - (Church of Christ in Pitman, NJ, July  2005)  
 
2  NIV translation, John, Chapter 8, Romans, Chapter 8, Revelation Chapter 3. 
 
 


