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Sermon 2 26 17 
 
 We are just at the very edge of Lent. This is the last Sunday for Alleluias for many weeks 

until the night of the Great Vigil, when we rejoice in our living Savior, Jesus Christ. Today our 

children will bury the Alleluias they have created and we will resurrect them on Easter morning. 

 Why do we go through this year after year?  Why do we go through the valley of the 

shadow that is Lent, depriving ourselves of things and eagerly await resurrection every year as if 

it were the first time?  

Because we are human beings.  Because we thrive on ritual and repetition. We reenact 

events, we relive them and review them to appreciate them more. That’s what theater is actually 

about. The great scholar Edith Hamilton once wrote that the Greek actor acted on the audience’s 

behalf. The actor portraying Oedipus enacted the horrible act of blinding himself in order to truly 

“see”… on the audience’s behalf.  So the audience didn’t have to go through that.   

This is why we find value in setting aside a special period of time for repentance.  Do we 

actually get a do-over for our sins, our bad choices? Sometimes. Sometimes not.  But we do get to 

turn again – that is what repentance really means.  We get to turn again and take another look at 

our choices – consider them – consciously make an effort to not accept ourselves as we are, but 

commit ourselves to improvement.  We turn again.   

And that is what life is – Actions – Reactions – Review and Evaluate – Adjust – Move On – 

and all of that as we live among others – bouncing off each other – doing the best we can – failing 

and succeeding – again and again!  The beauty of it is, there is absolutely no need for us to go 

through this process of learning alone.  We are created to live with God. And we are created to 

live with each other. We may not want to share our failures with others, but whether we 

acknowledge it or not we are always sharing our failures with God.  We might as well consider 

what that means.  Lent is the time for that. 

Lent is a good time for introspection, for reviewing the situation.  Where better to do that 

than surrounded by your church family, within your household of God?  Even when you don’t 

share the particulars of your confessions with your co-members (and no one is expected to!), we 

are all here together, journeying through Lent together. That has a much different, better energy 

than going through Lent alone.   

Two of our readings for today take place on mountaintops. The symbolism of that is great.  

There is no hiding from God on a mountaintop. Moses takes Aaron his brother, and 72 other 
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elders partway up Mount Sinai with him. In the verses prior to our Old Testament reading for 

today, Exodus tells us that they all saw God. We’re not inclined to remember that! Exodus reads, 

“God did not lay his hand on the chief men of the people of Israel. …they beheld God, and they ate 

and drank.”  It sounds like a mountainside picnic – with God! 

Then Moses was told by God to come up further on the mountain to receive the law of God 

on the tablets of stone. So he took Joshua with him and left the others behind and went further 

up. He entered into a cloud. We don’t hear what happened to Joshua. But we are told that Moses 

was in the midst of the glory of God, which is described as a devouring fire, a devouring fire of 

God on the mountaintop.  Imagine it!  And Moses was within that for 40 days and 40 nights!  No 

wonder they thought they had lost him forever! 

Our second mountaintop story is of the Transfiguration. We celebrate the Transfiguration 

twice every year in our church calendar – on August 6 and just before Lent.  It’s important to 

consider why.  Jesus took Peter, James and John up a high mountain and was changed in front of 

them.  His face shone and his clothes became “dazzling white.”  He was revealed as he always was 

and is. The three disciples saw him with Moses and Elijah, chatting(!) He took his place with 

these important figures.  The disciples were witnesses as Peter later reminds us. Peter, James 

and John were dazzled into silence, but Peter, true-to-form-brash Peter had to say something! He 

was desperate to hang on to the moment.   

Peter, poor eager Peter, offered to build dwellings for each of them, Moses, Elijah, and 

Jesus. Dwellings? Temples? With altars? Peter tries so hard! “I know what we’ll do! We’ll put you 

all in display boxes!”  

But the moment wasn’t about Peter and God made sure he understood that. God 

interrupted, “This is my Son! I love him! He’s doing what I want him to do! Listen to him!”  Well, it 

doesn’t get much more direct than that. All we’re really asked to do is pay attention. Suddenly 

struck with great intelligence, Peter shuts up and they all fall to the ground.  “Listen to him!”   

In our reading from Second Peter, Peter recalls this moment, the moment he tried to hang 

on to. These are the retrospective words of someone who now understands what part he plays in 

this great story.  “When we told you about Jesus, we didn’t follow clever myths like the Greeks 

and the Romans do. Jesus was born a human being, a poor person like you and me. He didn’t 

spring whole and adult from the mind of Zeus like Athena. He didn’t strangle snakes in his crib 

like Hercules. No, he was a man like us. And then God revealed his majesty to us, his glory – all 

human – all divine!  We heard God’s voice on the mountain, and God called Jesus his Son!”  
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And then Peter says an amazing thing – for Peter.  “I’m not a prophet. God speaks through 

all of us, each of us when the Holy Spirit moves us to speak God’s words.”  Essentially Peter says, 

“It’s not about me.” !!! 

Yes, the Transfiguration is extraordinary. It is, dare I say it, unbelievable! And that’s why it 

happened. We are given this unbelievable story twice every year because we need to believe it. 

We need to be hit over the head with it. We have all been brought to mountaintops in our lives, 

haven’t we?  Watershed moments of clarity. That’s what faith is all about – the extraordinary. Our 

faith is about God – God’s love for us. God’s love for us is about us.  

Now – as we enter into Lent, as we enter into this time of self-examination, 

thoughtfulness, and yes, repentance, consider – is it good for you to be here? Is it good for you to 

be here, with your fellow Christians, worshipping together, learning together, always in the state 

of reaching for God in community?  

I believe it is good for us to be here. 

And I think you folks understand this.  You push beyond these walls, extending your 

generous arms to others through Family Promise, through the Pitman Food Bank, through 

Camden Christmas, through quilting and knitting and crocheting for our invalids, for anyone who 

needs prayer, for our babies and for soldiers.    

How big do you think Good Shepherd really is?  No dwelling could contain Jesus, Elijah, 

and Moses. No dwelling can truly contain Church of the Good Shepherd.  

When I think of Good Shepherd and “It’s good for us to be here,” I don’t think of these 

walls.  It’s good for us to be here, in Pitman, in the world, living as Jesus asks us to live, 

worshipping him with prayer and mission, shining with his love, coming out of the building, 

down off the mountaintop, being the Church in the world.  That is transfiguration. When we 

become Christ in the world!    

 


