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Sermon 5 6&7 17 Good Shepherd 

 I’m really lucky. Whenever we worship, I get to look at our beautiful Good Shepherd 

window. Sometimes I just have to stop and ask people to turn around and take a look with 

me because the light hits it so beautifully. Every Saturday evening and Sunday morning, 

take a look when you come in here, because our Good Shepherd window is always 

different, depending on the kind of light we have outside… the time of day… it changes all 

the time. Sometimes there’s more glitter. Sometimes the purple parts just pop out. It’s 

always different – always alive.  

 And today is Good Shepherd Sunday. So make sure you take a look! It’s a special 

Sunday for us. It’s especially notable that our Gospel, where Jesus is telling us about being 

the gate was clearly the reference for our stained glass designer.  You can see Jesus holding 

the gate open for the sheep. And there’s quite a herd of sheep up there.  

Most people would probably rather not think of themselves as sheep, but I think 

that Jesus refers to himself as a shepherd because, although we may not consider ourselves 

sheep, we are certainly vulnerable, as vulnerable as sheep – vulnerable to sin and sorrow.   

But in our gospel reading for today Jesus refers to himself as “the gate for the 

sheep”!  It’s one thing to see him in the role of the shepherd, but to take on the role of the 

gate?!?   

So take a look at the front of your program. There’s a picture of Jesus sitting at the 

entrance to the sheepfold, and he’s functioning as a gate. The best way to consistently 

protect the sheep was for the shepherd to place himself directly in the way of thieves and 

wolves.  And then he’d use his slingshot, just like David did. If you travel to Israel you can 

see sheepfolds like this one throughout the countryside made of rocks.  

What does it mean to be a gate, or a gateway?  We all know what a gate is, but 

thinking in terms of a person or Jesus, what does it mean to be a gateway? 

Well, when in doubt, go for the dictionary.  

Gateway: An opening or a structure framing an opening, such as an arch, that may be 

closed by a gate. That’s pretty logical. 

OR 

Something that serves as an entrance or a means of access as in “a gateway to 

success” or “the gateway to the West.”   
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Gateways can be wonderful things – opening up to a brand new world, brand new 

experiences. They can also be protective – closed when we need them to be. 

   And we may not want to think of our congregation as a herd, but I think we can 

easily think of ourselves as a community.  And hopefully we all serve as gateways to this 

community. 

 It’s kind of wonderful, I think, that our first lesson for today is about forming a 

community, about being in community. These new Christians who Luke was writing about 

(we’re pretty sure Luke wrote Acts) were not always under persecution. Sometimes they 

were able to continue in their daily lives, just living as Christians. 

 The earliest Christians lived communally, a way of life some of us may remember 

from the 60s, sort of like a bunch of hippies! Luke tells us that all the baptized devoted 

themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 

prayers. Then we read that “All who believed were together and had all things in common; 

they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had 

need. Day by day, they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home 

and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of 

all the people.” Somehow, sadly, this idealistic communal way of life didn’t continue, except 

eventually in monasteries and nunneries. But it left an impression. Being a child of the 60s 

myself, I’ve always thought communes sound wonderful, but perhaps the idea is more 

idealistic than the people.  

No matter how the Church developed, they all met at the table and broke bread 

together. We continue to meet at the table and break bread together. And there’s always 

room at the table for everyone. The church itself is an example of community. And Jesus is 

the gateway into the community of the church.  

We have all had the opportunity to serve as gateways. If you think back, you may 

recall a time when you opened a door for someone, when you made an idea or an 

opportunity available for them – when you opened the gate.  

Good Shepherd is a gateway. People have entered through our doors and found 

comfort and joy worshipping here.  I pray we are a gateway to understanding Jesus, to 

understanding and accepting the love of God. I have been asked why I use the term 

“Household of God” so often. My response is that Paul refers to the church as a “Household 
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of God” in his letters to the Ephesians and Timothy.  Also, we, in unison, repeat the phrase, 

“We receive you into the Household of God…” at the end of every baptism, when as a 

congregation, we “welcome the newly baptized.” We say, “We receive you into the 

household of God…” That’s from the Book of Common Prayer. I believe that’s the best 

description of a church.    

And most every house and household has a doorway, a gateway.  But even more 

than our doors, our red doors here, we are, you are the gateway into and out of this 

Household of God.  Every time you say “hello” to someone you are serving as a gateway.  

Jesus tells us of the good shepherd who knows each of his sheep by name.  Think of 

that. Jesus knows each of us by name.  Throughout history, throughout all time, Jesus 

knows us very well. Jesus knows each of us by name. Jesus knows you by name. He certainly 

puts me to shame! I can know someone for years and I’ll see them and open my mouth to 

say “Hi!” and their name goes right out of my head! I pray about it all the time! 

Jesus is our gateway to salvation, to peace, to joy, comfort and true security – to 

God’s unconditional love.  God’s unconditional love is always there, even if we don’t know 

or recognize it, or even want it. But Jesus, with his uniquely human and divine perspective, 

is our gateway to understanding that love.  

Today we had the opportunity to recite together the 23rd Psalm.  This isn’t the 

version we’re used to.  We’re much more used to the version found in the King James Bible. 

This version is from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, which is what we use 

for all our readings. I think it doesn’t hurt to hear the familiar a little differently, to hear it 

again, but for the first time.  

That’s true of so many things.  Today, take a fresh look around you at Church of the 

Good Shepherd. Maybe there are things or people that are so familiar you’ve started taking 

them for granted. Take another look. Appreciate anew what this place and all the people in 

it mean to you.  Appreciate anew how Jesus acts through every person, every child here.  

Let them be your gateway. Let God speak to you through them, through music and through 

worship and prayer here. Recognize what God offers you here – what God is doing for you 

here…  And then (please) prayerfully consider what you can do for this place, for God.  

 


