
Happy Mothers’ Day!  
 

To everyone who is actually a mother and to those 
who have been mothering influences in our lives. 
That can mean and should mean a lot of people!  
 

We are always given an extraordinarily idealized 
version of the Virgin Mary as the penultimate ex-
ample of the perfect mother. I don’t think this is fair 
to her or to mothers. Who can attain that level of 
perfection? More to the point, who wants to?  
 

Mary’s value to us is not as a perfect, perpetual 
virgin eternally standing over us with her arms 
spread semi-wide and her eyes downcast and half 
closed. Shut off. Removed. No. Mary’s value to us is 
as an extraordinarily devout young woman who 
was told by God that she was chosen for an in-
credibly difficult task: to birth a baby in a stable, 
to raise him first in Egypt as a refugee, and then to 
return home to critical neighbors who probably 
didn’t think much of her out-of-wedlock pregnancy 
and her apparently ignorant husband. That’s who 
Mary was.  
 

And when this little boy grew up, did she remem-
ber the prophecy, that he would die for his peo-
ple? Who wants to hear that? No thank you! Leave 
me to rot in historical obscurity, but let my child live! 
That’s what most mothers would say. And we can 
understand why.   
 

I love the rare portrayals of Mary as a real mother 
who was exhausted most of the time, who enjoyed 
playing with her kids when she had the time, and 
who did her best to love that strange, funny little 
boy. I wonder what she thought as she followed 
him around, trying to be supportive, listened to him 
speaking to crowds of people, all the while know-
ing, deep in her heart, that this could not end well. 
Someday, someone would come for him and he 
would not survive. What did she know? What did 
she understand? What did she live with?  
 

We are given Mary as an idealized example of 
motherhood. Let’s not confuse that with reality. 
Mary was a real person who lived and loved and 
died and who did her best as she felt led by God 
is a much healthier role model. 

Welcome! 
 

Welcome to Church of the Good Shepherd. We’re 
glad you’re here! Episcopal worship is participa-
tory. We stand, we kneel, we respond vocally dur-
ing parts of the service, sometimes with singing! 
Please join in at your level of comfort. If you’d like 
to learn more about what we as Episcopalians 
believe and do, or if you have any questions, 
please fill out one of the yellow cards in the pew 
and give it to Mother Susan or one of our ushers.  
We hope you feel welcome here and that you will 
come back often to feed your faith.   

 
A Word About Receiving  

Communion in the Episcopal Church 

 

    All are invited to the Altar to receive. If  you 
would like a blessing, just cross your arms over 
your chest. If you decide to receive only the 
bread, extend your hand for the wafer and cross 
your arms over your chest to decline the wine.  
     For the wine or grape juice you may guide the 
chalice to your lips by placing your hand gently on 
the chalice’s base and guiding it. Or you can dip 
your host (wafer) into the wine. Or you 
can give the host to the Lay Eucharistic 
Minister, who will dip the host into the 
wine and place it in your mouth.                            
 
 
 

 
 

 

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY  
 

NEW WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY began 

on Thursday, May 4 at 9:30 a.m. This will be 
our final study using the Uppity Women of the 

Bible series and our focus will be on the Book 

of Esther. We will enter the exotic and fanci-

ful Persian kingdom complete with a dim-

witted King, a defiant queen and an egotisti-
cal lieutenant and a loyal uncle. All the ma-

kings for a suspenseful and interesting story 

line. This study will last for six Thurs-
days, 9:30-10:30 a.m.          

           

           A Word About Receiving  
              Communion in the  
               Episcopal Church 
  

     All are invited to the Altar to receive. You 
may stand or kneel. If  you do not wish to receive, 
but would like a blessing, cross your arms over 
your chest. If you decide to receive in one kind 
extend your hand for the wafer and cross your 
arms over your chest to decline the wine.  
     If you desire to receive the wine you may 
guide the chalice to your lips by placing your 
hand gently on the chalice’s base and guiding it. 
Or you can dip your host (wafer) into the wine.  
Or you can give the host to the Lay Eucharistic 
Minister, who will dip the host into the wine and 
place it in your mouth. 

 

Gluten-free Communion Hosts 
  

Gluten-free Communion hosts are available for those 
with allergies. Please let the priest know. 

 
Bible Study 

 

We are now looking at the Book of Acts. How did 
a rag-tag group of disciples become the Church? 
How did all of this get going? 7PM on Tuesday 
nights. 
 
 

Inquirers’ Class 
 

INQUIRER'S CLASS will meet on Sunday, 
June 5, following the morning service in the 
Conference Room.  Our topic this month will be 
"Evil, Suffering & A Loving God."  
 
 
 
Mark your calendar for the next study of Up-
pity Women of the Bible!  We'll begin on 
Thursday, September 8 at 9:30 a.m. 
(following Morning Prayer).  Our focus for 
this study will be the book of Judith. Watch 
for more details toward the end of summer.  

Something Mary could have said, 

 Thank You, God…  
“Thank You, God for the gift of this sleeping child.  

     Head on my lap – his hair spills across my    
     legs.  
His busy hands lie still… I hold one,  
     kiss it’s softness,  
     marvel at its smallness.  
A fleeting smile makes me wonder  
     what merry games  
     he is playing in his dreams.  
Soon he will awaken and chatter away,  
      absorbed in his child’s world.  
In time, he will fly away,  
      a young man on his own –  
      more yours than mine.  
But for one brief, oh so tender moment,  
      he is mine, all mine.  
      A moment to cherish.  
Thank you, God.”               
                                ~ Carol Dunagan Husbands 
 
 

Remember Sister Cass? 
 

Sister Cass has recently moved back to the area and 
would love to come back to Good Shepherd for Sun-
day services, but needs a ride. She is living in Washing-
ton Twp. near Kennedy Hospital. If you are interested 
in helping Sister Cass out with a ride, please put your 
name on the sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall.  
 
 

 

     MOWING SCHEDULE 
 

Spring is here! We need to get our Lawn-mowing 
Schedule in place. If you are interested and available 
to help out with mowing the Church grounds please 
add your name to the Mowing List in the Parish Hall. 
Thanks in advance! 

 
 

 

Family Promise Thanks You 
Thanks to the parishioners of Good Shepherd, families 
graduating from the Family Promise program will re-
ceive a basket of items to help them off to a good start 
in their new homes. We collected nine baskets of 
goods. Thanks! Good Job! 

http://search.live.com/images/results.aspx?q=communion+chalice
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Easter  5                        May 13 & 14 
Saturday           5/13  -  4:30 PM Open for Prayer! 
                                       5:30 PM Holy Eucharist 
Sunday              5/14  -  9 AM Open for Prayer! 
                                       9 AM Mothers’ Day Breakfast 
                                      10 AM Holy Eucharist   
                                      Sunday School Awards 
Tuesday            5/16  -  9 AM Morning Prayer 
Wednesday       5/17 -  6:30 - 8PM Good Shepherd  
                                                         Quilters 
Thursday           5/18 -  9 AM Morning Prayer 
                                       9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study 
                                       6:30 PM Bell Choir 
                                       7:15 PM Choir Practice 

 
Easter 6                         May 20 & 21 
Saturday            5/20 -  4:30 PM Open for Prayer! 
                                       5:30 PM Holy                                         
Sunday               5/21 -  9 AM Open for Prayer! 
                                       10 AM Holy Eucharist 
                                       11:30 AM Page Turners 
                                       11:30 AM Vestry Meeting 
                                       Women’s Retreat 5/21 - 5/23 
Tuesday              5/23 -  9 AM Morning Prayer   
                                        9:30 AM Caring Hands 
Thursday            5/25 -  Ascension Day 
                                        9 AM Morning Prayer 
                                        9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study 
                                        7 PM Holy Eucharist 
 
 

FORWARD DAY BY DAY 
 
 

The new issue of Forward Day by Day for May, June & 

July is now available. You can find them at the back of 

the church or in the Parish Hall. Please take one. 

 
 
 
 

 
       Food Pantry    

 
 

 

Next week, May 20th & 21st we are collect-
ing Cereal for the Pitman Food Pantry. All 
donations are greatly appreciated and ac-
cepted. 

T h e  E p i s c o p a l  
C h u r c h  o f  t h e                                                                     

 G o o d  S h e p h e r d  

The Rev. Susan Osborne-Mott, Rector 
revmomott@gmail.com  

315 Highland Terrace 

Pitman, New Jersey  08071 

Phone: 856-589-8209 

Email: goodshepherdpitman@gmail.com 

Fax: 856-582-2306 

Http://www.goodshepherdpitman.org  

 

VESTRY 

Deb Prieto - Sr. Warden     

Sue Burkhard - Jr. Warden 

Chuck Lezenby - Clerk of the Vestry 

Diane Wall – Assistant Clerk of the Vestry 
 

Wayne Szalma, Chelsea Richmond, Connie Parent  

(Class of 2017) 

Len Clark, Elizabeth Nelson, Jack Daugherty  

(Class 0f 2018) 

Gail Morton, Jim Wynkoop, Frank Jackson  

(Class of 2019) 

Lee Braidwood - Treasurer    

George Funk - Asst. Treasurer 

 

Parish Office Hours 
  

Monday through Thursday  8:30AM to 2:30PM.   
Friday - 8:30AM to 1:30PM 

 

 

Easter 5 
 
 

May 13 & 14, 2017 

 

 

Pastoral Emergencies 
 

 

If a Pastoral Emergency should come up for you, 

hospitalization, death in the family, please call 

the Church Office 856-589-8209 or after Office 

hours please call  Mother Susan at 732-759-4358. 


