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“We Love Our Church”
“It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to rest, eating the bread of anxious toil;”
Psalm 127:2
“In returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.”
Isaiah 30:15
Last month I closed my first page article by recommending that each of us take the time this summer to sit and
relax and perhaps, horror of horrors, do nothing! That’s not just good advice for summer, but good advice for life.
There are many different ways to pray. A few of them might involve a soft snore. Prayer often looks like doing
nothing.
Without even knowing we’ve done it, we can get ourselves so worked up that our brains simply quiver. Our
brains quiver and our minds race. Sometimes we can’t slow them down. And yet we know our minds need to slow
down. We do need calm and rest. In the current vernacular, we need to “reboot.” There’s nothing more irritating
than to have someone tell you to “Calm down!” Avoid that. It only works if you tell yourself to calm down.
Our son Andy had a wonderful daycare lady, Mary, who occasionally remarked that the children needed to “rest
their nerves.” I think that’s a great way to put it. Sometimes we just need to rest our nerves.
When we sit or lie down quietly, we’re not doing nothing! That’s when we allow our minds to be open, when we
allow our hearts to be open, available to God. Sometimes, before we set out for work in the car, maybe we need to
sit there for a minute, just allowing our minds to settle, to focus, to become ready for the day.
Morning Prayer does that for some folks. We have a lot of repetition in Episcopal worship. Repetition is useful.
Don’t disregard it as wasteful. There are those who race through prayer and worship. Please don’t. Take your time.
Say those words you’ve said before. As you repeat them again and again you will make discoveries. You may hear
words in a new way. You may start making connections you’ve never made before. Consider it an inner
exploration. T. S. Eliot once remarked, "We shall not cease from exploration, and the end of all our exploring will
be to arrive where we started and know the place for the first time."
Actors often remark that in the repetition of doing the same play, reciting the same lines, day after day, month
after month, wonderful changes take place. They find themselves rediscovering things they thought they knew,
moving into the text more deeply.
We can move into our relationship with God more deeply with the repetition of prayer.
“O Lord, you have searched me and known me” (Psalm 139:1). God knows us! God knows what we want. God
knows what we need. God is always there, ready to listen. God will never be bored with your needs. God will not
get tired of you. God will not become impatient with you. God will listen. We have no better friend, no better
companion. God loves us. That is the wonder of God. A being great enough to create us loves us, each and every
one of us. God loves us as the wonderful individual creations we are.
You have heard people say, “Let go and let God.” That is what sitting quietly with God can be like. You can
never tell what wonderful discoveries God may offer you if you make enough room in your day, in your life. Just
sit.
“Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of
the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. He gives power to the faint, and
strengthens the powerless. Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; but those who
wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be
weary, they shall walk and not faint.” Isaiah 40:28-31
Blessings,
Mother Susan
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August Reflections
Summer usually gives us more time to read – to catch up on some of the books that others have
recommended, or to just pick up something we have wanted to tackle but never have the time.
Ellie is the reader in our household - she truly never stops reading. The good part of that for me – I
get to hear the summaries of all those books as we drive or as I am watching sports or just crashing
on the patio!
Ellie and I are also members of the Worldwide Dickens Fellowship – Ellie because she loves Dickens
and me because I drive her to the meetings. Now, don’t take me wrong. I have read a few of his
books but the movies are shorter!
I bring up Dickens because, as most of you know, he is known for his attack on the way children and
the poor were treated in England. And, as those of us who are familiar with his writings know, can
any phrase be more Dickensian than “debtor’s prison”?
I have heard for years how much things have improved because, in the USA, we do not have such a
thing as “debtor’s prison”. But, is that true?
Over the past months, we have been reminded over and over again about the gap between poor and
rich in this country. Not something we usually want to think about I know, but – it is not going to go
away until we truly work to fix it.
Then Ellie emailed me an article written by Sarah Marshall, which is well worth your time – especially
as fall is approaching where, it seems, we plan for a fresh start. It is entitled “America’s Inescapable
Debtor’s Prison”. That title grabbed my attention.
I want to quote some of it for you and encourage you to read not only her article, but also the article
Marshall mentions from the Harvard Law Review by Shakeer Rahman.
“The term ‘debtor's prison’ seems even more archaic than whatever images even ‘gaol’ or ‘Newgate’
might conjure, because of the intrinsic fact that debtor's prison is a place. This image alone allows the
debtor's prison to seem distant enough to become almost picturesque: At least today, we think,
America doesn't lock up people for debt. In fact, the way debt can follow citizens today suggests a yet
more insidious kind of punishment — one in which every space the debtor occupies becomes its own
prison.
Certainly, it's hard not to wonder what Dickens would have made of the effect debt has on the lives
of contemporary citizens. Both debt and debtor's prison were highly visible themes in his work. After
all, he knew them intimately. When Charles Dickens was 12 years old, his father, John, was taken
away to Marshalsea Prison as punishment for incurring a debt of 40 pounds and 10 shillings (the
equivalent of about £4,300 today). Charles first tried to raise the money he needed to save his father,
then watched as the rest of his family moved into Marshalsea to live with the elder Dickens. Charles,
however, remained on the outside: The family needed a breadwinner, and now that duty fell to him.
…….Yet debt has never been just debt: Its power comes from the fact that it can impose upon its
bearers not just limitation, but shame (at least so long as those bearers are individuals, rather than
corporate or political entities.) Biographer John Forster recalled Charles Dickens telling him that "the
last words said to him by his father before he was finally carried to the Marshalsea, were to the effect
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that the sun was set upon him for ever.’ Remembering these words, Charles said to Forster: ‘I really
believed at the time that they had broken my heart.’
Today, debt plays a near-constant role in American life: We are both a nation in debt and a nation of
debtors, and so, to an extent, a nation that functions as a kind of large-scale debtor's prison. Perhaps
nowhere is this reality more visible than in the way the American legal system has been able to turn
debt into a kind of blunt instrument. A citizen's debt will reliably generate more debt, which will, in
turn, generate a reliable profit for local law enforcement, or from the private companies that get in
on the action.
In an incendiary article in the Harvard Law Review, Shakeer Rahman recounted the story of Tom
Barrett, whose experience of the American legal system's debt labyrinth began in 2012, when he was
arrested for stealing a can of beer. Rahman writes:
“When Barrett appeared in court he was offered the services of a court-appointed attorney for an
$80 fee. Barrett refused to pay and pled ‘no contest’ to a shoplifting charge. The court sentenced
Barrett to a $200 fine plus a year of probation. Barrett's probation terms required him to wear an
alcohol-monitoring bracelet… The bracelet cost Barrett a $50 startup fee, a $39 monthly service fee,
and a $12 daily usage fee. Though Barrett's $200 fine went to the city, these other fees (totaling over
$400 a month) all went to Sentinel Offender Services, a private company… Barrett, whose only source
of income at the time was selling his blood plasma, struggled to keep up with Sentinel's fees… As
Barrett began skipping meals to pay Sentinel, his protein levels dropped so much that he was
ineligible to donate plasma. After Barrett's debt grew to over $1,000, Sentinel obtained a warrant for
his arrest.”
The debtor's prison as discrete location may no longer exist as we once knew it, but this is only
because our ability to punish debtors has now spread beyond prison walls. In Tom Barrett — and the
countless other citizens like him — we find the story of a citizen not just controlled by debt, but
forced to finance his own incarceration.
This last detail, if not the story itself, would seem all too familiar to Dickens: Two hundred years ago,
the debtors at Marshalsea had to pay for their own imprisonment as well.”
I believe Scripture has a lot to say about such treatment and I love that God has called us to assist
people in Camden and other places where we are called to live out the lessons in all the Gospels but
especially in Luke. I loved this article as it helps me to understand some of the anger and frustration
that I did not know about. It motivates me to fight against such polices as they are opposite of what
Christ has been teaching us.
Our world and our country need all of us right now. Father, give us the strength, through your Holy
Spirit, to fight for those whom you have called us to love, protect and assist. Amen.
Deacon Carl
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CHURCH MINISTRY LEADERS

SERVICES

These are some of their names and numbers, if you have
any questions.
Senior Warden Deb Prieto – 856-478-0795
Junior Warden Sue Burkhard - 856/218-1035
Treasurer Lee Braidwood - 856/228-0737
Asst. Treasurer George Funk - 856/232-0941

Saturdays: 4:30 PM – Contemplative Prayer
5:30 PM – Holy Eucharist
Sundays: 9:00 AM – Contemplative Prayer
10:00 AM – Holy Eucharist
Tuesdays & Thursdays: 9 AM Mornin Prayer

Brotherhood of St. Andrew Wayne Szalma – 856/469-3028
Women at the Well Diane Wall - 856/374-9081
Jenn Harrington – 856-383-0823
Altar Guild Shelly Harris - 856/589-8160
Youth Group - Chelsea Richmond – 856-723-4123

Church History Display
I hope that you have had an opportunity to view
the exhibit of pictures from Connie Parent in the
glass case in the church parish hall. They are
wonderful photos of her wedding and her son’s
baptism here at Good Shepherd! These rotating
exhibits are a chance for us all to connect with
our past as members of the Good Shepherd
Family. Please, if you have something that you
would like to share with everyone, allow me to
display it for you! The exhibits last approximately
4 months and I will take good care of your
treasures. They will be returned to you at the
end of the exhibit.
Ellie Dunn - 609-868-7104

2017 VESTRY LIAISONS
Personnel – Connie Parent
Property & Security – Len Clark
Endowment Planning – Frank Jackson
Columbarium – Frank Jackson
Greeters – Jack Daugherty
Adult Christian Education – Jack Daugherty
Internal Ministries – Len Clark
Outreach – Gail Morton
Sunday School – Elizabeth Nelson
Brotherhood of St. Andrew – Wayne Szalma
Youth Activities – Chelsea Richmond
Stewardship Committee – Chelsea Richmond,
Elizabeth Nelson, Jim Wynkoop
Choir – Jim Wynkoop
Website & Social Media – Jim Wynkoop

OUTREACH
We have not had many clothes to donate to
Camden for the past couple months! They are
ALWAYS in desperate need of men’s shoes and
clothing! Please, if you have anything, in good
condition, that you would like to part with, place
them in manageable size bags on our front porch
and we will be happy to deliver them for you! We
take them to St. Wilfrid’s Episcopal Church’s clinic
held twice a month in Camden. They distribute the
clothing there. We live at 223 Highland Terrace,
Pitman.
Thanks so much!
Ellie & Deacon Carl Dunn

Senior Warden – Deb Prieto
Junior Warden – Sue Burkhard
Treasurer – Lee Braidwood
Clerk of the Vestry – Chuck Lezenby
Assistant Clerk of the Vestry – Diane Wall

HEALING PRAYER
Mother Susan is now offering Healing Prayer with
anointing and laying on of hands on the first
Saturday of every month following the Saturday
evening service.

HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT
PUTTING OUR BELOVED PARISH,
GOOD SHEPHERD, IN YOUR WILL?
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Prayers for Parish Families

Pastoral Emergencies

For August
Vail family, Venuto family, Vicente family, and
Waddell family

If a Pastoral Emergency should come up for you,
hospitalization, death in the family, please call the
Church Office 856-589-8209 or after office hours
please call Mother Susan at 732-759-4358.

A Partnership with
Mannino’s Cucina Italiana

OUR PRAY-ERS MINISTRY

Vito Mannino (owner of Mannino’s Cucina Italiana) has
agreed to a partnership with the Church of the Good
Shepherd. A donation will be made to the church of 10%
of the luncheon or dinner bill for every member who dines
at the restaurant (located at 126 South Broadway between the bakery and the Police Station). Please
notify your server that you are a member of the Church of
the Good Shepherd before placing your order. The
restaurant is open Monday thru Thursday and Sunday
from 11:00AM until 9:00PM and Friday and Saturday
from 11:00AM until 10:00PM. Reservations are
recommended on Friday and Saturday evenings. The
food is excellent!! Your support of this partnership will be
greatly appreciated!!

Each Sunday during Communion time, our
team of Pray-ers offer prayers with our
parishioners. We have now expanded this
meaningful ministry to our Saturday evening Holy
Eucharist at 5:30pm.
After you receive Holy Communion, if you
want/need additional prayers, there will be a
team of Pray-ers in the front of the Church who
are willing to pray with you. These prayers can be
offered in joy for a Blessing you have received, or
can be to help ease a burden which lies on your
heart. Please take advantage of this wonderful
ministry of our parish. All prayers are
confidential.

Pictures!

PRAY-ER MINISTRY

Let’s get in the habit of taking pictures of everything
around here! Pictures of Sunday School, meetings,
even of events at services if you can be extremely
surreptitious! Please identify who is in each photo
and what the event is. Thank you!

Anyone interested in being a Pray-er Minister at
the Saturday night or Sunday services please
contact Cindy Taglienti @ 227-1566
or cindytaglienti@comcast.net.

Prayer Shawl/Caring Hands Ministry

MOWING SCHEDULE

Every so often we get a request for a Prayer
Shawl to be given to someone in need. Sometimes
it is during an illness, sometimes during grieving
periods after the loss of a loved one. The Shawls
are crocheted or knitted by the women in this
ministry. Every other Tuesday morning you will find
our Caring Hands Group knitting/crocheting the
shawls in our Conference room. They are made
with prayer for those who will receive them.
I can’t begin to tell you of the peace and
comfort these shawls have brought to so many
people. They need not be members of our parish.
Need is spread everywhere.
If you know of a need, just ask Pat Braidwood.

If you are interested and available to help out with
mowing the Church grounds please add your name
to the Mowing List in the Parish Hall. Thanks in
advance!

DEADLINE
The deadline for the September 2017 Crook will
be on August 15, 2017. Please e-mail all articles
and pictures to goodshepherdpitman@gmail.com.
Maryanne Charlton
Parish Administrator
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Church of the Good Shepherd

Helen & Ken
Michelle Siegle
Hilda & Carey
Natasha Tuoy
Melissa Czechowicz
Janie Kraus
Dora & Ed Beard & family
Debbie Milward
Baby Victoria
Tom Rigg
Jane Ruoff
Shelly Harris

Prayers of the People
Prayers for the Church and Clergy
For all Churches in the Diocese of NJ & Ecuador
Michael Curry, the Presiding Bishop
William “Chip” Stokes, Our Bishop
The Rev. Susan E. Osborne-Mott, Rector
Sister Cass, AF
Charles Nakash – Missionary in the Dominican Republic

Prayers for the Nation
Donald Trump, Our President
Chris Christie, Our Governor
“For all those who serve and protect us at home”

Prayers for all Military Personnel
Peter Larrabee
Brian Almondrod
Raymond Harris, III
Steven Sanders
Matt Spangler
Lynn Spangler
Scott Thomas
Glen
Tim
Dan Hurlbut
Zak Bartelt
Alex Driscoll
Brian Randazzo
Buzz Parish
Charlie Hiemeril
John A. Lukacs
Joe Sheridan
Hal Wagner
Matt Rebecca
Jon S. Lehr
Keith Tucker
Dave McElwain
Hugh Robinson
Andrew Olsson

Prayers for the Sick and in Need
Gordon Ellis II
Ruth DeLoreto
Heather
Alice Swan
Antonette Gorman
Sandy
Mary Jane
Merille Ulisny
Radd Dilworth
Frank
Meralinda Stevis
Lenny
Jim
Doris
Faith
John & Pat Wisniewski
Vincent Jackson
Tod Porter
Terri
Tara
Chase Michael
Jeremy Williams & family
Freda
Ryan Bubnoski
Daniel Moore
Regina
Sandra
Louie
Michelle F.
Janet L.
Jim
Minnie
Ms. DeStefano
Julie Landwher
Florence

Ruth Buck
Paul
Kathy Busser
Janet Paraschak
Pam
Lauren Braidwood
Kaitlyn Braidwood
Asher Poolke
Rosalie Jenkins
Debbie
Greta Daczkowski

Terry Johnson
Ashley
Kari
Donna Barton
Aaliyah Seely
McFadden family
Seely family
Art Dilworth
Amy
Elfreth family
Don Snyder
Clint Lorance
Anna Lorance
Melissa Benson
Bill Brower
George Farley
Kim Evans & twins
Henry
Traz
Gloria Rubino
Audrey
Bill Beard
Andrew Buck
Joe DeMarco
James
Anna
Candyce
Rich Reiniello
Len Davis
Emily
Eugene & Jean
McLaughlin
Tracie & family
Mike Daly
Maripat Makalusky

Joshua Albright
Zachary Guise
Scott McPherson
Andrew Ten Eyck
Matthew Cushinotto
Theresa Cushinotto
Mike Grzybowski
Ted
Mike McHugh
Tom Devore
Bonnie Weis
Kane Lawlor
Drew Naphy
Rhen Brinkerhoff
Brian Opel
Jonathan Dickson
Matt
Michael Marta
Marcos
Bryan Jensen
Allistair Edinger
Andrew
Kyle
Ryan Bubnoski

* We pray for our enemies and for those with whom we
are at war. *
“Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and
keeping all the men and women of our armed forces at
home and abroad. Defend them with your heavenly
grace; strengthen them in their trials and temptations;
give them courage to face the perils which beset them;
and grant them a sense of your abiding presence
wherever they may be; Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.”
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Treasurer's Blog - August 2017
Results through June 2017
Total Income:

Page Turners’ Book Group
August 20: THE ORPHAN'S TALE by Pam Jenoff
September 17: THE GIRL WITH SEVEN NAMES by
Hyeonseo Lee
The Page Turners meet once a month, immediately
following the 10am Holy Eucharist, in the
Conference Room. Please come and join us for some
very interesting discussion, exchange of ideas and
sharing.

Here is a breakdown of our total income for six months
of 2017:

Budget

THE FOOD PANTRY
We have changed our approach for collecting food
donations for the Pitman Food Pantry. Each week
we will be collecting a different food item. We
will announce the upcoming needed food item
each week in the trifold. Also we will have a
monthly list in the Crook.
Food donations for August are:
8/5 & 6 – Pancake Mix or Syrup
8/12 & 13 – Pancake Mix or Syrup
8/19 & 20 – Cereal
8/26 & 27 – Canned Fruit
All donations are greatly appreciated and accepted.
The Pitman Food Pantry is also in need of
volunteers to help on Tuesday evenings to give out
food. They are open on even dated Tuesdays each
month from 6pm – 7pm.

Actual

Loose Plate
Envelopes
Special
Other

1,300
103,000
4,200
150

1,311
114,792
4,086
25

Income

108,650

120,214

Our envelope income for six months has exceeded our
estimate. It appears that while we didn’t receive as
many pledges for 2017 as we had hoped, the offerings
reflect that our unpledged income is strong. The
financial team is appreciative of your support.
Total expenses:
Here is a recap of our total expenses for six months of
2017.
Expenses

Budget
107,179

Actual
106,582

Our expenses are in line with our estimates so far this
year.
Please look for the special envelopes in the box of
your pledge envelopes and include something in them
no matter how small or large in addition to your normal
contributions. All of those “extras” add up during the
course of the year to help us meet our expenses.
Thank you for all of your support.

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY
The Thursday Women's Bible Study will resume
on Thursday, September 14th @ 10AM. We will be
using Marcus Borg's book "Reading the Bible
Again for the First Time." If you would like to
begin reading during the summer, you can order
your book from Amazon (or other providers). We
will be discussing a chapter at a time so you don't
have to pre-read the book. If you have any
questions, please contact Mel Caron at 478-2343698 or
melanieannecaron@gmail.com.

The above report is specific to our operating
expenses. The Property Committee is now meeting
once a month to review a list of major repairs and
capital improvements. These items are paid for by our
capital improvement fund. This fund is supported
through part of the Holly Fair proceeds and special
donations.
Several members of the Property
Committee have developed a long- range plan for
things that break or wear out. A fund named the
Squirrel’s Nest has now been formed for financing
the replacement of these items rather than having to
handle them in an emergency situation. So far, we
have collected $1,022.

MORNING PRAYER

Please note: The Parish Hall is now air conditioned
and working well. Thanks to all who contributed
to make this possible.

Morning Prayer is on Tuesday & Thursday
mornings at 9 AM with Mother Susan in the
Chapel.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN AUGUST

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

All Tuesdays & Thursdays - 9 AM Morning Prayer
August 2 – 7 PM Brotherhood of St. Andrew
August 5 & 6 – PENTECOST 9
Saturday, 4:30 PM Contemplative Prayer
5:30 PM Holy Eucharist
Healing Prayer after
Sunday, 9 AM Contemplative Prayer
10 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Inquirers’ Class
August 7 – 7 PM Sunday School Committee Meeting
August 8 – 9:30 AM Caring Hands
August 9 - 7 PM Property Committee Meeting
August 12 & 13 – PENTECOST 10
Saturday, 4:30 PM Contemplative Prayer
5:30 PM Holy Eucharist
Sunday, 9 AM Contemplative Prayer
10 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Vestry Meeting
August 19 & 20 – PENTECOST 11
Saturday, 4:30 PM Contemplative Prayer
5:30 PM Holy Eucharist
Sunday, 9 AM Contemplative Prayer
10 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Page Turners
August 22 – 9:30 AM Caring Hands
August 26 & 27 – PENTECOST 12
Saturday, 4:30 PM Contemplative Prayer
5:30 PM Holy Eucharist
Sunday, 9 AM Contemplative Prayer
10 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Youth Group

01 – Robert Earley
04 – Adam Bathurst
04 – Ethan Bathurst
06 – Pat Braidwood
07 – Andrea Startare
08 – Luke Cerveny
08 – Nathan McHugh
11 – Jason Vail
12 – Victoria Nelson
13 – Roger Baker
13 – Art Dilworth
13 – Emily Peel
14 – David Wynkoop
16 – Maureen Wynkoop
17 – Kevin Baker
17 – George Funk
17 – Madison McNally
17 – Diane Wall
18 – Audrey Buck
18 – Darrin Buono
20 – Susan Baker
23 – Patrick DeLooff
25 – Frank Jackson
26 – McKayla Earley
27 – Wayne Szalma
28 – Hal Johnson

INQUIRER'S CLASS

Activities Calendars
Aug. 2017 – Aug. 2018

INQUIRER'S CLASS will meet next on Sunday,
August 6 following the 10 a.m. service. We meet
in the Conference Room. In this next session we
will continue with our series "The Jesus Fatwah:
Love Your (Muslim) Neighbor as Yourself." This
will be week three of this series and our focus will
be "Islam in America: In Which We Introduce You
to People Who Love America and Prayer Towards
Mecca." Join us for an interesting discussion and
the opportunity to learn real facts about our
Muslim brothers and sisters. Contact Mel Caron
for questions, 478-234-3698.

Our Parish Activities Calendar is ready. You’ll
find copies at the back of the Church or in the
Parish Hall. We have a lot of wonderful events
planned for the year.

Parish Directories
Our updated Parish Directories are now available.
Please pick one up. They are in the back of the
Church and in the Parish Hall.
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Thank you God for
Combined Ingredients
BY ALICE AULTMAN

Lets’ face it. Grocery shopping is a chore. Not only
do we have to decide what we need, we have to
get to the store, load bags in the car, unload the car
and take care of the spoils. The thought occurred to
me as I was going through this process of how
important it is to have the right ingredients to create
what we want. On my counter next to the sugar
canister there was milk and eggs, both nutritious but
when combined with sugar and a bit of seasoning
there is custard with a lot of possible variations. It is
a matter of combining the right ingredients and
baking. Wheat is milled into flour. Now just think of
all the places flour is used. We are indeed blessed
with an array of ingredients we can use to our
liking.
It is not just foods that we combined to our liking.
Clothing is another example of things that can be
varied and mixed to not only cover our bodies but
to give us a choice of color and styles to give us a
unique appearance.
We could go on about our freedom of choice. We
are sure blessed to have these choices.
For a moment just think of the combined
personalities that make up a church, the community
or neighborhood. And to top this all off we can
choose in general whom we spend time with.
Thank you, God for all the diversity you give us as
you provide the multitude of choices that we can
combine to our liking, You are a great and
awesome God and we adore you.

Come see Brad Mott as Alfred P. Doolittle!
ORDER TICKETS AT buckscountycpa.org
or call 215-297-8540
See professionally produced theatre right in
Doylestown! Third and final show in our first
season, brought to you from The Bucks County
Center for the performing Arts. All
performances held at Delaware Valley
University.
RESERVE YOUR SEATS NOW!

Coffee Hour Volunteers
We are looking for a few more couples or
individuals to help with coffee hour beginning
with the September Coffee Hour schedule. There
are three ways to help. One is to be a Host
(persons responsible for setup, serving, and
cleanup). Another area of help is to be an
Assistant (persons who bring goodies for the
table). And the other way to help is to be a
Supplier (those persons who periodically bring
items such as coffee, creamer, napkins, plates,
etc.).

SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDENT
REGISTRATION HAS GONE DIGITAL!
Please visit
https://goodshepherdpitman.org/ sundayschool/ to register your child for the 2017/
2018 school year!

With the addition of a few more people, we can
keep the schedule to only serving once every
three months. If you are regularly at coffee hour,
please give thoughts to helping. Thanks to all of
you who are helping as you keep the coffee hour
cost-free. To sign up, let one of the weekly hosts
know of your interest.

FORWARD DAY BY DAY
The new issue of Forward Day by Day for
August-September-October has arrived. Please
take one for yourself. They are on the table at
the back of the Church and in the Parish Hall.
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Contemplative Prayer Time
Before Our Worship Services

Prior to the start of their classroom lessons, a
volunteer from our congregation narrates a Bible
story for all our students. Both the children and the
storytellers really look forward to this activity.
Additionally, we also offer several special events
throughout the year. These events often combine
all grade levels as well, giving students of all ages
the opportunity to connect with each other as a
community.
For Pre-school through 7th grade kids we use
Buzz; a highly interactive curriculum which appeals
to various learning styles. Buzz allows our teacher
volunteers to focus on the joy of teaching as each
lesson follows a systematic approach. Our teachers
are parishioner volunteers who lead five week
terms.
We also offer an 8th through 12th grade program.
These students participate in discussions each
Sunday that cover current events and topics relevant
to their lives, helping them to understand that yes,
Jesus is relevant to their lives too!
We also have a staffed and fully furnished
Nursery.

For those who seek a time for quiet prayer on
Saturdays and Sundays, Mother Susan opens the
church on Saturdays at 4:30 PM for the 5:30 PM
service. We ask that 4:30 PM to 5:15 PM be a
quiet prayerful time. Likewise, for Sundays, she will
be in the Church at 9 AM for a quiet time from 9
AM to 9:30 AM.
We ask that all who come early to church honor
these times as times for quiet prayer and
contemplation.

Ready? Set! F
A
L
L!
Homecoming Sunday!
We’re starting off with a bang this fall! First,
everyone needs a Homecoming celebration. Let’s
have one here!
Maybe, for one reason or another (you may not
even remember why!) you have just not been
attending church for the past few weeks, months,
maybe years. Homecoming Sunday gives you the
opportunity to check us out again! Refresh your
memories of Church of the Good Shepherd.
Reintroduce yourself to the flock! Become
acquainted or better acquainted with our wonderful,
meaningful ministries, both inreach and outreach.
Enjoy the company of your Good Shepherd Family!
On Saturday, September 9, after the 5:30 PM
service, we celebrate Homecoming Eve. On
Sunday, September 10, after the 10 AM service,
we celebrate Homecoming Sunday. Come enjoy
hot dogs and chips, corn on the cob, lemonade and
other treats!

Confirmation!
After church on Sunday, September 17, we will
have our first meeting for our new Confirmation
Class. Students and their parents are invited to
attend. At that meeting we will decide when we are
going to meet. The class will be taught by Mother
Susan and will follow an exciting curriculum called
Confirm not Conform. “Confirm not Conform
provides a safe place for people to explore the
breadth of the Christian tradition, to ask questions
and express their doubts, and to discover what they
truly believe.”
Traditionally, students are usually around 13
years old, but in this day and age many people of all
ages have not taken this step in their spiritual
journey and are of all ages interested in
Confirmation. Confirm Not Conform is also
available as a curriculum for adults. Mother Susan
will be happy to arrange classes for any adults who
are interested in Confirmation.

Sunday School!

Whew! What an exciting line-up for this fall at
Church of the Good Shepherd. And this is only the
beginning! Come find out what we’re all about,
what we’re up to and how you can become a part of
it!

Sunday School, a thriving happy place at Good
Shepherd, begins Sunday, September 17! Our
classes for children and our youth discussion group
invite young people ages 3 to 17 to participate
during the 10 AM Sunday service. Kids and
teachers join worship for the Eucharist.
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The outcome (in numbers) of the Spring
Stewardship
Campaign
reflects
the
generosity and love of our congregation.
Here it is (and it’s great): In our recent
Spring Stewardship Campaign for FY2018
there were 42 pledges for a total of $114K.
Of these, 8 were new and 7 represented an
increase. The net change relative to last
year for these 42 pledges was +$12K. That’s
awesome! Some folks moved their pledge
from fall to spring. Some pledged last
spring and did not pledge this spring. We
are blessed with new members at Good
Shepherd who made new pledges, and
there were others who pledged anew this
spring … just about every possibility
occurred. Many parishioners prefer to wait
until fall to pledge, as this is the traditional
time in the Episcopal church to make a
commitment for the upcoming year. This is
why we will continue to provide this
opportunity during our Fall Stewardship
Campaign.

Special Report from the Vestry:
The Squirrels’ Nest Reserve
And
The Spring Stewardship Campaign
We are blessed to have each other here at
the Church of the Good Shepherd. As
Mother Susan reminds us, we are the
Church. The Vestry is grateful for all of your
trust and support as we do the work to
keep us moving forward.
Together, we did something new this
spring: we introduced the Squirrels’ Nest
Reserve during the Spring Stewardship
Campaign. Much gratitude to Claude
Coulson and the Property Committee for
creating
the
detailed
spreadsheet
predicting what we will need to periodically
replace the big stuff: roof, boilers, AC,
flooring, windows, etc. This inspired a
collaborative effort that led to the Squirrels’
Nest Reserve. Keep in mind that unlike an
endowment, this reserve fund will be
continuously spent and replenished. More
about that later.

Something else to look forward to: a
spotlight on growth. We recognize our
growth as a parish as stewardship of our
greatest gift: each other! The children of
God. The people of our community and
beyond.

The Spring Stewardship Campaign was
conceived and presented in the spirit of
ministry, mission, gratitude, and growth.
We started after Easter with a BBQ to
celebrate the new ministry of Deacon Carl
Dunn. The following week was Mission and
Ministry Saturday and Sunday when we
heard about some of our myriad ministries
at Good Shepherd. The stories were moving
and uplifting, stories of parishioners
working as the hands and feet of God in the
world. The theme of the third and final
week was Many Gifts One Spirit. What
better way to wrap up Spring Stewardship
than a Sunday School celebration honoring
everyone who gave their time and love to
our young parishioners. Truly the Holy Spirit
at work among us! We are blessed!

Regarding the Squirrels’ Nest Reserve,
George Funk is still counting coins. Keep
them coming! Good Shepherd is blessed,
we are blessed, thank you all and praise
God for our blessings!
The
Stewardship
Committee:
Lee
Braidwood,
Claude
Coulson,
Jack
Daugherty, George Funk, Rich Harrington,
Elizabeth Nelson, Deb Prieto, Chelsea
Richmond, Jeff Snodgrass, Jim Wynkoop,
Jason Vail, and Mother Susan.
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Good Shepherd this summer. Many of
you are now volunteering to support this
new ministry.

Vestry Notes
Highlights from the
Spring Vestry meetings of the
Church of the Good Shepherd
March, April, May, June 2017

The need to schedule rooms and audiovisual tools through Maryanne is
discussed at every meeting! A calendar
and reservation forms are in the Parish
Hall.

The Vestry authorized funds to insulate
the rectory front porch, replace parish hall
lighting, and renovate the choir room. We
awarded the annual HVAC maintenance
contract to Friedrich as recommended by
the Property Committee after reviewing
various bids. We also passed the annual
fire inspection by the borough.

We happily completed the necessary
contract and diocesan paperwork for our
very own Deacon Carl Dunn.
Please see the special report regarding
the Spring Stewardship Campaign and
the new Squirrels’ Nest Reserve which
were a big project this spring. Please
keep us and our work for Good Shepherd
in your prayers!

The Sunday School reported a year long
high for attendance of 41 students! New
tools that were introduced this spring as a
supplement during Bible Story time
include a children's lectionary newspaper
and a hands-on church seasons
calendar. The Youth Group was
congratulated for a very successful Harry
Potter Night. Frank Jackson Jr, who
graduated from high school, received the
Nancy Wasilnak scholarship this year.

The Vestry: Sue Burkhard (Jr Warden),
Len Clark, Jack Daugherty, Frank
Jackson, Gail Morton, Elizabeth Nelson,
Connie Parent, Deb Prieto (Sr Warden),
Chelsea Richmond, Wayne Szalma, and
Jim Wynkoop. We are supported and
guided by: Chuck Lezenby (Clerk), Diane
Wall (Asst Clerk), Lee Braidwood
(Treasurer),
George
Funk
(Asst
Treasurer), and Mother Susan OsborneMott.

Mother Susan hosted a Vestry Retreat at
the Rectory on Saturday, March 25th
where she led a wonderful day of building
trust and communication. During a
brainstorming session we shared our
dreams for Good Shepherd, big and
small. The Good Shepherd Vestry
members are listed for you on the back of
the weekly trifold and on our website.

Don’t forget
to drop
your spare change
in the SQUIRRELS’ NESTS.
They are in the back of the
Church
and in the Parish Hall

Roger Baker presented a special report at
the April meeting regarding status of the
Endowment Committee. George Funk,
Diane Wall, Roger Baker and Harvey
Corbett were appointed to continue
serving along with other committee
members.
The Food Bank of SJ summer student
meal program was evaluated and at the
May and June meetings the Vestry voted
to move forward with a pilot program at
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Place Fridge Magnet here!

August 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1
9 AM Morning Prayer

Wednesday
2
7 PM Brotherhood of
St. Andrew

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

3
9 AM Morning Prayer

4

5
4:30 PM Contemplative
Prayer
5:30 PM Holy Eucharist
Healing Prayer

10
9 AM Morning Prayer

11

12
4:30 PM Contemplative
Prayer
5:30 PM Holy Eucharist

17
9 AM Morning Prayer

18

19
4:30 PM Contemplative
Prayer
5:30 PM Holy Eucharist

24
9 AM Morning Prayer

25

26
4:30 PM Contemplative
Prayer
5:30 PM Holy Eucharist

Summer Lunch Program 12pm – 2pm
6 Pentecost 9
9 AM Contemplative
Prayer
10 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Inquirers’ Class

7
7 PM Sunday School
Committee Meeting

8
9 AM Morning Prayer
9:30 AM Caring Hands

9
7 PM Property
Committee Meeting

Summer Lunch Program 12pm – 2pm

13 Pentecost 10
9 AM Contemplative
Prayer
10 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Vestry Meeting

14

15
9 AM Morning Prayer

16
.

Sumer Lunch Program

20 Pentecost 11
9 AM Contemplative
Prayer
10 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Page Turners

27 Pentecost 12
9 AM Contemplative
Prayer
10 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Youth Group

21

28

Summer Lunch Program
Crook Info Due

12pm – 2pm

22
9 AM Morning Prayer
9:30 AM Caring Hands

23

Summer Lunch Program

12pm – 2pm

29
9 AM Morning Prayer

30

31
9 AM Morning Prayer

Mother Susan on vacation August 27th to September 6
Summer Lunch Program

12pm – 2pm
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Church of the Good Shepherd
315 Highland Terrace
Pitman, NJ 08071
Telephone – 856-589-8209
E-mail – goodshepherdpitman@gmail.com
www.goodshepherdpitman.org

The Shepherd’s Crook
August 2017
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