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Sermon 7 1&2 17   Independence Day 

 This weekend we are leaving the usual lectionary, schedule of readings, for this 

Sunday and using the readings set aside for Independence Day. We are allowed to translate 

or move a special day onto a Sunday so that more people can hear the readings for it and a 

sermon about it. Independence Day is pretty special, and the readings chosen for it are 

pretty special so that’s what I’ve done for today. We leave the saga of Abraham aside for 

awhile and we’ll return to Abraham’s family next week. 

 But even more special to the Church is the baptism and welcoming of four new 

members to our congregation! We have a baby, a little nursery school-age girl, a young man 

entering middle school and his mother. And he inspired his mother to be baptized! Good for 

you, Elijah! He is aptly named. 

Let me remind everyone – you are never too old to be baptized! And as Constantine 

discovered on his deathbed, it’s never too late! 

 One reason we are celebrating the birth of our nation here in church today is the 

beauty of the readings for the 4th of July. You just heard them and you can hear how 

important they are for us as Christians at any time. I noted their importance in the insert 

for our program today.  I urge you to read it.  

 What our readings for today emphasize is not anything having to do with power or 

might or even, supposedly, citizenship. They emphasize God’s love for us and how 

important it is for us to value that love to the point that we feel called to share that love 

with each other and with the world. And not just with those we pick and choose as lovable. 

No. With everyone. 

 Those who chose our readings – probably anywhere from 50 to 100 years ago – 

knew the demands these readings place on us. If we are Christians, then our behavior must 

be as close to Christ-like as we can make it. “Love your enemies and pray for those who 

persecute you.” That’s plain talk. Simple directives.  

 There are those who might ask, “What sort of readings are these? They don’t speak 

of glory or rightness. They don’t ‘buck us up’ and inspire us as citizens. Maybe God doesn’t 

know what the real world is like these days.”  

I kinda’ doubt that.  

God knows. God knows a lot better than we know. When Jesus tells us to “be 

perfect,” he’s giving us a worthy goal. Sometimes the worthiest goals are the highest, 

perhaps the “unattainable” ones.  Please take our insert with you and read there what more 

I have to say about our readings for the 4th of July.  (I have attached the insert to this 

sermon.)You may find that our readings have a great deal to do with citizenship.  

 As I think of young Elijah here, who asked his mother to come and get baptized with 

him, I think of the wonderful prayers of our baptismal service.  They have to do with 

citizenship in the household of God – the church.  They have to do with citizenship in the 

world.  We ask God to bless the newly baptized with “inquiring and discerning hearts, the 
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courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and 

wonder in all your works.”  
 I don’t think we could pray for anything better for each other, for citizens of our 

country, and for members of the household of God, God’s family the church. To pray for 

inquiring and discerning hearts – not just minds (which is certainly a worthy prayer as 

well) but something even more important, inquiring and discerning hearts. May our very 

souls be discerning and constantly available to thoughtfulness and questioning.  May we, as 

the children of God, always be ready to think for ourselves, using the gifts of heart and 

mind that God has given us.  

 May we always have courage, the strength and the will to follow where God leads us.  

To persevere. 

May we never lose track of God’s Holy Spirit, always alive to its presence in our lives. 

I call the Holy Spirit our closest friend because he – she – it is that part of God that is closest 

to us every day. May our God-given spirits always know, always recognize and love God.   

And finally, may we, especially at this time, be filled with joy and wonder at all the 

reminders around us, all the things, the people, the actions, everything that reminds us that 

God is here – in our lives – at work in the world. May we always have joy and wonder in 

God’s mighty works.  These are the prayers I pray for you and for our nation.  

 

 Is the 4th of July a Religious Holiday? 

No! But this is a holiday that we acknowledge and respect as the birth of our nation, and 

most important, a holiday when we pray for the welfare of our country and all the people of 

our country. The readings for this day were thoughtfully chosen by leaders of the Episcopal 

Church and they reflect our gratitude for God’s love for us and our willingness to share that 

love with others as well as each other. 

   Our collect prays for the “grace to maintain our liberties in righteousness and peace.” 

   Our First Lesson reminds us that the people of God know what it’s like to be strangers, 

immigrants in a strange land, and that just as our God executes justice for the vulnerable of 

society, God also provides for the strangers, the immigrants, granting them food and 

clothing and loving them. 

   Our Epistle reminds us of the wonder and strength of Abraham’s faith. He didn’t have to 

know why for anything God asked him to do. He just did it and God saw him through. He 

became a nomad and his descendants with him, all moving forward in the faith that God 

would give them a home. How many people do we know of who have done that?  

   And then in our Gospel, Jesus tells us to “Love your enemies and pray for those who 

persecute you.” Is this just idle “God talk”? Is this just something that’s in the Bible but has 

nothing to do with “real life” and “the real world” and we don’t have to take it seriously? 

No. This is as serious as it gets. This is “pedal to the metal” and “feet to the fire” stuff. 
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And our Gospel ends with “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” God 

knows we can’t be perfect! But God also knows that we can keep trying to be perfect.  

Today we are offered very thoughtful, demanding readings that ask us to go further than 

singing a national anthem and saluting a flag. We are asked to truly believe in and follow 

our faith, to love each other and even those we don’t think are lovable. We are asked to 

become greater than ourselves for the sake of our country, for the sake of our life together, 

for the sake of God’s love for us. We are asked to pray and to trust.   

 

Have a Blessed & Safe Holiday 

 

  

   


