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Sermon 7 29&30 17                                

  This week, as is often the case, our Lectionary gives us choices for our Old 

Testament readings, each with its attached psalm. So, even though we have been following 

the story of Abraham’s family, the founding family of Judaism, I chose the reading that gave 

us important information about King Solomon, the son of King David. 

 Solomon probably became king before he turned 30. He refers to himself as a little 

child in our reading, but that is clearly an exaggeration to admit and establish his child-like 

humility compared to the wisdom of God.  

 Solomon’s story helps to show how very wise he was in the first place – to ask for 

wisdom in order to govern well.  To reward him God gave him not only wisdom, but wealth 

and peaceful times. His reign was known for prosperity and stability for his people and he 

was known for his wisdom. It’s wise to ask to be wise. 

  At first, I thought I was going to preach on the wealth of parables we have 

been given in our Gospel. The parable was Jesus’ greatest teaching tool. It is a great 

teaching tool. A parable is a simple story, sometimes no more than a sentence, used to 

illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson. But as the Muggeridge quote from the front of our 

program tells us, a simple parable can be powerful. “The Kingdom of Heaven is like…” 

Jesus rattled off a number of parables in today’s Gospel reading.  The Kingdom of 

Heaven is like a mustard seed that grows into a great useful tree or the Kingdom of Heaven 

is like yeast.  I think most of us have seen yeast bloom. Or Jesus told them that Heaven is 

like hidden treasure so valuable it is worth all we possess.  

Then Jesus spoke of the holy vocation of scribes, the holy duty of those who were 

blessed with the skill of writing and charged with writing down the words of the Bible: The 

only way they could decide what was suitable to transcribe was with the guidance of God. 

They had to trust in God.  Our entire Holy Bible is an act of, a grand gesture of, trust.  

 But what struck me as even more important to preach on was and is this notion of 

predestination.  

Looked at dispassionately, without Christian sentiment (shall we say), there is no 

real apparent, good reason for the rise and success of a disorganized, non-violent group of 
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love mongers against the highly organized and disciplined forces of the Roman Empire. 

How did this happen?  

 Of course, we believe that, bottom line, the rise of Christianity happened because 

God wanted it to happen. But we also need to note who God put into place to push the 

Christian effort among the Gentiles forward – a short, bow-legged, balding man, with big 

eyes and a long pointy nose, yet clearly brilliant, well-read, well-spoken, yet given to fits of 

temper, impatient, egotistical, argumentative, long on followers and short on friends. We 

can look to all of the Apostles for the Church’s success, but Paul was God’s blunt 

instrument. 

 We can read about the struggles and rise of the early Church in the Epistles of the 

New Testament. We need to remember that like so much ancient literature, we have 

received what has survived. How did it survive? By the grace of God? Probably. By 

accident? Probably. The Bible as we know it was assembled over the course of hundreds of 

years by human beings who did their best to do what they believed God wanted them to do. 

The Bible is an act of faith. We read it as an act of faith. And we believe it as an act of faith.      

And of course, no one relied on the holy vocation of scribes more than Paul. It was a 

reading from his letter to the Romans that we heard from today. It’s a beautiful reading and 

yet one that leads to a lot of questions. And that’s why I chose to focus on it. 

Because this is something the Church has argued about for two thousand years.  

Predestination! A veritable can of worms!  And here’s the big argument in a nutshell --- 

Did God know, from before the dawn of time, who would be a Christian, who would 

chose to follow Jesus? Did God decide, from before the dawn of time, who would be a 

Christian? And if God knew, or God decided, what’s the big deal about Free Will? 

Hmmmmmm? If everything is predecided, exactly what is Free Will worth?  

These are the things that torture theologists. 

I have to confess, they don’t torture me. And I certainly don’t want them to torture 

you. 

So here’s my thinking.  Paul was absolutely right to encourage his fragile, young 

little church in Rome. Indeed the Christians of the Roman Empire eventually thrived and 

won through in spite of “hardship, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril and 

sword,” as Paul noted.  They lived and they grew. It was a miracle of tremendous 
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proportions that the Church of Christ of the early Roman Empire didn’t just roll over and 

die out. Time and time again. Rome simply could not get rid of them! Those pesky 

Christians just kept popping up!  

It was a miracle of extraordinary faith.  

Paul was right to encourage them even as many of them were being led away to 

horrible deaths. So he told them they were chosen. He told them they were special – pre-

destined by God. That is how they faced the dark, dark circumstances of their lives. Their 

faith was grounded in the unique character of Jesus Christ and in their belief that they were 

especially called to reflect the character of Jesus Christ. And that is how they lived and 

thrived and survived. Bottom line, that is how we survive.  

But that doesn’t mean we need to be unique or want to be unique. God wants us to 

live to tell others, to show others that they too are special in God’s eyes – not special in 

comparison to others, but special in and of themselves. 

I believe that God has always known the Church would thrive. It’s the Good News. 

The Good News of Christ Jesus has always thrived. It will always thrive. Perhaps not in the 

ways we expect or even in the ways some want, but we will thrive. We go through changes 

– not everybody likes them – but that’s just life – living is about change – that’s how our 

very souls thrive – keep moving. Because the basic wonderful idea, the basic wonderful 

promise that God loves us – unconditionally – was always true – is always true – and will 

always be true.  

I believe that we do indeed have free will. That is one of our greatest gifts from God. 

But God has always known and will always know what we will do with our gift of free will. It 

isn’t a matter of influencing us. God just knows what has gone on, what is going on and 

what will go on. We can’t change that. God will always know what we will do with our gift 

of free will. 

Now I don’t know where this lands me on the theology charts, and frankly, I don’t 

really care. 

I do care, however, about how confident and reassuring I can be among all of you.  

That is what God asks of me as your priest and as your companion. I am here to remind you 

that God loves you – us – all of us. 
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Predestination isn’t about a big plan. Predestination is about God being omniscient. 

It’s about God existing in the past, the present and the future at the same time.  God knows 

what we’re going to do, but God doesn’t make us do it.  

 “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 

present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Thank 

you Paul! 


