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Sermon  8 19 & 20 17    

 God has presented me with a great deal of good source material for my time up here 

in the pulpit today. I originally planned to do a bit of a dance with what some might 

consider heresy.  I planned to preach on Jesus’ encounter with the Canaanite woman in our 

gospel. But sadly, life got much more interesting than that. 

Sadly, events have intervened. There are times when it is important that your priest, 

and in this case, our bishop, feel it necessary to verbally express church policy and 

leadership informed by prayer, by Christian conscience, and what the Church believes to be 

the will of God. That is the spirit in which our Bishop, Bishop William Stokes wrote a 

Pastoral Letter to all members of the Episcopal Church in the Diocese of New Jersey. He has 

asked that this letter be sent to all church members, which I did via email, and that it be 

read aloud at all weekend Eucharists.  

As many of you may recall, I am loathe to engage in any political discussion within 

the confines of the church. This, however, is not just a matter for political discussion as I am 

sure you will understand from the Bishop’s words for us.   

 We are commanded to love the Lord our God with all our hearts, souls and minds 

and to love our neighbors as much as we love ourselves. Jesus went further to teach by 

parable that everyone is our neighbor. It all sounds so rosy, doesn’t it? But it’s hard – very, 

very hard – to live up to those commandments. 

 The following is Bishop Stokes’ Pastoral Letter, written on August 14 of this year. 

August 14 happens to be the Feast Day of Jonathan Myrick Daniels. The Bishop will refer to 

him in his letter:   

Dear People of the Diocese of New Jersey, 

(He begins with a verse from Paul’s Letter to the Romans.)              Do not be overcome by 

evil, but overcome evil with good….Romans 12:21 

This past weekend great evil was manifested in Charlottesville, Virginia, as white American 

nationalist terrorists openly marched and fomented violence, hatred, and murder. 

Unregulated militia in uniform, carrying long-rifles, used the power of threat in an attempt 
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to intimidate those who oppose them. Imitating other terrorists in other countries, Nazi-

sympathizer and White Nationalist, 20-year old James Alex Fields, Jr. allegedly used his car 

to mow down 19 people, in addition to killing Heather Heyer who was there as a peaceful 

demonstrator showing her opposition to the injustice and hatred Fields and his 

companions spouted. 

No one should be surprised by what happened in Charlottesville. In our current 

political climate, so-called white supremacy, white nationalism, neo-Nazism and the overt 

racism of the KKK have been empowered and emboldened to spew hatred publicly and 

without shame. Sadly, some counter-protesters allowed themselves to be baited and 

responded to the violence with violence. There is no moral equivalence, however. White 

nationalists and white supremacists holding hateful, racist positions armed themselves and 

came to Charlottesville to instigate violence and hatred. They succeeded. 

I was thankful for the clergy who were present in Charlottesville, including my 

colleagues in the Diocese of Virginia, The Right Reverend Shannon Johnston, The Right 

Reverend Susan Goff, and Right Reverend Ted Gulick. They went to Charlottesville to pray, 

to evidence that authentic Christianity has no place for the kind of hatred peddled by white 

supremacists and white nationalists. They were resolute, calm and overtly non-violent. 

It needs to be stated without equivocation that racism, the tenets of white 

supremacy, white nationalism, Nazism and similar ideologies cannot be reconciled with the 

teachings of Jesus or the Christian faith. Those who claim Christian identity while holding 

these types of views can only be viewed as heretics and in error. As Episcopalians, we are 

sworn to oppose these. Our baptismal promises allow no room for compromise: 

Will you persevere in resisting evil and whenever you sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons loving your neighbor as yourself?  

Will (you) strive for justice and peace among all people and respect the dignity of every 

human being? 
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(BCP pp. 304-305) 

All are welcome in the Episcopal Church; hatred and bigotry are not. Being clear 

with those who hold hateful, bigoted views, or who act in hateful and bigoted ways, that 

these views and actions are not acceptable and cannot be harmonized with authentic 

Christian faith and living is an act of love. A wise priest once said to me, “Sometimes ‘no’ is 

the language of love.” 

Sadly, racism and bigotry still infect not only 

our nation, but also our Church and our diocese. With society, we all still have much work 

to do. I will be consulting with our Anti-Racism Commission and Team to consider how we 

might deepen our work and be more effective in the days and weeks ahead. 

Today, August 14 on the Church calendar, we remember Jonathan Myrick Daniels, 

who as a seminarian went to Selma, Alabama in 1965 to confront racism and oppression 

and who became a martyr protecting a teenage African-American girl when he was killed 

by a shotgun blast at the hand of a white supremacist. 

http://justus.anglican.org/resources/bio/228.html
http://justus.anglican.org/resources/bio/228.html
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On Saturday, Heather Heyer joined Jonathan Myrick Daniels, Medgar Evers, Martin Luther 

King, Jr., and a long list of martyrs – of many races and creeds – who died striving to oppose 

racial injustice and hatred in this country. The last post on Heather Heyer’s Facebook page 

stated, “If you’re not outraged, you’re not paying attention.” 

Needless to say, she was right. 

I direct all congregations to pray the prayer For the Human Family in unison either at the 

Offertory or after the postcommunion prayer beginning August 20th and for the next four 

Sundays:    (We will pray this prayer after the Eucharist today.)                  

Blessings and peace.  Faithfully yours in Christ,  Bishop William Stokes+ 

[“The most stringent protection of free speech would not protect a man falsely shouting 

fire in a theater and causing a panic. [...] The question in every case is whether the 

words used are used in such circumstances and are of such a nature as to create a 

clear and present danger that they will bring about the substantive evils that Congress 

has a right to prevent.” Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes] 

 

 

https://www.splcenter.org/what-we-do/civil-rights-memorial/civil-rights-martyrs
https://www.splcenter.org/what-we-do/civil-rights-memorial/civil-rights-martyrs
https://www.splcenter.org/what-we-do/civil-rights-memorial/civil-rights-martyrs

