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Sermon 10 AM Christmas Day 2017  

 I think this Gospel is the most beautiful in the New Testament. At first glance, it’s so 

simple and yet, the further you think about it, the greater it becomes.  

 All four of our Gospels begin with the story of Jesus. Matthew and Luke start with 

Nativity stories, stories of Jesus’ birth. Mark starts with the story of the one who paved the 

way for Jesus in his public life – John the Baptist. 

 But the Gospel of John starts with the very beginning – the beginning of all things – 

before the dawn of Creation.    

 In the beginning was the Word. 

 Jesus was/is/will always be the Word. He didn’t just speak the Word of God. He is 

the Word of God.   

The word that John used for “Word” in the Gospel of John is logos. So what he said 

was, “In the beginning was the logos and the logos was with God and the logos was God.” 

According to the classical Greek definition, “logos” is the principal of divine reason and 

creative order. Logos is the root word for our word logic. Divine Reason and Creative 

Order, Reason and Creativity – that’s where real logic is to be found. The classical Greek 

thought of Logos as a bridge between the material universe – us – and the divine – God. So 

Jesus was/is the logic of God, the bridge between God and us.   

But the author of John went beyond the Greek concept of Logos and presented Jesus 

as not just a mere principle, not just a symbolic “bridge,” as the classical Greeks would have 

seen him, but as a real person, as all the gospels portrayed him, as a distinct being with 

personality, fully divine and fully human. John gave us Jesus as not simply a personification 

of God’s revelation, but as God’s revelation of Himself in the flesh – a real person. 

So, the Word, Jesus, all creativity and all reason, was with God in the very beginning 

of existence, at the very beginning of all things! In fact the Word, Jesus, had to be there 

before all things because Jesus was the source, the creative and reasoning force that 

created all things. So the Word wasn’t just with God, the Word was God. And what the 

Word/Jesus/God created was Life.   What came into being through Jesus, through the logos, 

through the Word, in the very beginning was life itself. Think of it! Jesus was/is the source 

of all life! And John calls Life the Light. The light of life within us, within all that lives, comes 

from Jesus. There is no darkness that can ever overcome the light of Jesus.   



 2 

The next statement from John is a promise. “The light shines in the darkness, and 

the darkness did not overcome it.” I believe that means the darkness, the opposite of life, 

(whatever the darkness may be) will never overcome it. Jesus isn’t just illuminating. Jesus is 

Illumination.  

Then we hear about John the Baptist. “There was a man sent from God, whose 

name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 

through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true 

light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.” So that clarifies John 

the Baptist’s purpose.  

Then we have the tragedy of it. “He was in the world, and the world came into being 

through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own 

people did not accept him.” God sent this wonderful gift, and the gift was denied.  So the 

light of God, Jesus, came into the world and the world, the world he created, refused to 

recognize him. That is the true tragedy of the crucifixion. Jesus gave us, the world he 

created, the power of life and death over him – he became truly human – and the world 

misused that power and didn’t accept him. The world denied him and turned away from 

him.  

But then John offers us hope. “…to all who received him, who believed in his name, 

he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the 

flesh or of the will of humanity, but of God.”  Jesus has given that power, the power to 

accept or deny him, to us – the power of free will. That is the glory of Jesus Christ. What he 

is willing to give to us. That is what “grace and truth” are all about. 

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 

glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.” 

It’s so beautiful. Pure ideas and pure love became flesh and blood that we could 

recognize, filled with the light of God.  

And all of life, all creation, has been the process of returning, coming back into 

harmony with him. All those who can bring themselves to take that leap of faith and choose 

to believe in him Jesus receives with open arms as his children, children of light, reborn 

children of God. 

[And that’s us.] 
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All of this started with Jesus, the Word, the Thought of God, the Idea of God 

personified, come to live among us as a human infant – frail – utterly dependent upon us – a 

human who couldn’t utter a word.  

 

 

 
 
   


