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Sermon 12 9&10 17 
 
 John the Baptist. He’s such a colorful character that he’s not that difficult to imagine.  

A hairy guy in animal skins who eats big grasshoppers and wild honey and baptizes people. 

He is considered to be the last prophet in the Bible.  

 Historically, John made an impression, an early impression in the historic record 

that was even greater than Jesus’. Josephus, a Romanized Jewish historian born in the year 

37 AD wrote more about John than about Jesus. 

 Scholars assume that Mark was the first gospel to be written and that is the gospel 

we are following now in Year B. In Mark we don’t get the nativity or childhood stories that 

we get in Matthew and Luke. We get incarnation on the move. A lot happens in a short time 

in Mark. In Mark, incarnation is not an intellectual exercise.  Jesus comes among the people 

to heal and to teach -- fast!  In Mark, we are taught that human suffering matters. We are 

taught that the world is starving for the Word made flesh. People are oppressed and hope is 

real. In Mark, hope is real because hope is all that is left for the occupied people of Israel. 

Mark directly quotes the words of Isaiah that foretold John’s arrival on the scene. 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you who will prepare your way; the voice of one 

crying out in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” John 

was sent by God.  

 According to Luke, John the Baptist probably began his public ministry a year or so 

before Jesus came to be baptized by him. John had followers. He had his own disciples. Both 

the Apostle John and the Apostle Andrew started out as disciples of John the Baptist. But 

they began to follow Jesus after they met Jesus.   What was it like for John the Baptist to 

develop a strong ministry, and then, when he was at the height of it, look across the stream 

they call the Jordan River, and see, there among the crowds, the man who would surge past 

him in the public consciousness.  

 It’s easy to look across the Jordan at the spot where they believe Jesus was baptized.  

It’s really no more than a large stream. I’ve been there. The Jordan River runs right 

between Israel and Jordan. They say it’s still probably a lot like it must have been in Jesus’ 

day.  
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It’s not fast-running. It’s shallow – good for baptizing people. And yet, crowded with 

tourists, there’s almost a festival-like atmosphere. That’s probably similar to Jesus’ day.  

There are other things that aren’t the same. On the way to the river itself you can buy a T-

shirt that says, “I was baptized in the Jordan River.” Sorry, I didn’t do that.   

But just as there were Roman soldiers always on patrol in Jesus’ day, there were 

fully armed Israeli soldiers on our side of the river and fully armed Jordanian soldiers on 

the other shore, less than 100 feet away.  Patrolling – ready.     

But what was it like for John? It’s important to remember that never, at any time, did 

John claim to be the Messiah. John was quite straightforward about the role he was 

supposed to play. He apparently had no illusions about that. 

 But what was it like for him? What was it like for the man who, according to the 

Apostle John, said to his own disciples, “You yourselves are my witnesses that I said, ‘I am 

not the Messiah, but I have been sent ahead of him.’ He must increase, but I must decrease.” 

He must increase, but I must decrease. That statement says so much about John. John knew 

where he stood in history. 

 And that is perhaps the most extraordinary thing about John. He not only knew who 

he was. He fully understood the part he was supposed to play.  

 Most people who become well known, (I don’t think it matters when in history they 

burst on the scene) are affected by fame, by notoriety. But not John. He stuck by the role 

God gave him to play. 

 When I [“reed”] our epistle for today from Peter, I recall what it felt like to stand by 

the Jordan, over 2,000 years later. “…with the Lord, one day is like a thousand years, and a 

thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise,… But, in 

accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where 

righteousness is at home.” And God asks, while we’re waiting, to “strive to be found by him 

at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.”  

 At this time, in the 21st Century, what a good time to remember the promises God 

has made to us. What a good time to remember the strong, knowing, and patient example 

set for us by John the Baptist. As we too wait for new heavens and a new earth, as we wait, 

and yes, work for for a time and place where righteousness is at home, let us know and 

strive to emulate the patience and peace of Jesus Christ as our salvation.  



 3 

 

   

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


