
Wonder 
    

     Now, at the end of Advent and at Christmas, we 

have stories of wonder in our readings We are 

offered stories of an angel announcing Mary’s im-

pending motherhood, of the birth of Jesus Christ 

in a stable in Bethlehem, and John’s simple, mysti-

cal explanation of who and what Jesus is. We ei-

ther accept these stories as fact or accept them as 

metaphor for something that we can’t or don’t 

need to understand. Or, using our God-given gift 

of free will, we don’t accept these stories at all.  

      Suffice it to say, over two thousand years ago, 

something extraordinary happened in Israel, 

something that cannot be ignored or explained 

away as a “happenstance” of history. A child was 

born in poverty. He grew up in a country occupied 

by ancient Rome.  He was apparently charismatic 

and he developed a group of followers. He had a 

simple message: love God and love your neighbor. 

He said many things, but it all basically came 

down to his simple message. He reportedly per-

formed miracles, but most of his actions could be 

explained away. What was most extraordinary 

about him was that his message survived and kept 

on growing and moving – all over the world. It 

essentially remained the same, no matter how 

much people tried to change or adapt it – love God 

and love your neighbor. That’s it. 

      Jesus’ message is still with us today. Some say 

his message is impractical – too idealistic. Others 

try to follow it and live it in the world. Some ig-

nore it. Some even deny it. Yet as simple as it is, 

perhaps because it is so simple, his message can’t 

be denied. Somehow, his message still survives. In 

the face of terrible anger, in the face of pain in-

flicted, suffered and witnessed, somehow we be-

lieve that love is stronger, that we can love, that 

we can be loved, and that we can be loved by God. 

      And all of that is who Jesus is. And that is God’s 

gift to you this Christmas. 
 

 

Worshipping With Us 
 

 

Episcopal worship is participatory. We stand, we kneel, 
we respond vocally during parts of the service, some-
times with singing! Please join in at your level of com-
fort. If you’d like to learn more about what we as Epis-
copalians believe and do, or if you have any questions, 
please fill out one of the yellow cards in the pew and 
give it to Mother Susan or one of our ushers.  We hope 
you feel welcome here and that you will come back 
often to feed your faith.   
 

 

A Word About Receiving  
Communion in the Episcopal Church 

     

                  All are invited to the Altar to receive. If  you would 
like a blessing, just cross your arms over your chest. If 
you decide to receive only the bread, extend your hand 
for the wafer and cross your arms over your chest to 
decline the wine.  
     For the wine or grape juice you may guide the chal-
ice to your lips by placing your hand gently on the chal-
ice’s base and guiding it. Or you can dip your host 
(wafer) into the wine. Or you can give the host to 
the Lay Eucharistic Minister, who will dip the host 
into the wine and place it in your mouth. 
                           
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE   
December 24th – Christmas Eve  
 7pm – Our Family Eucharist celebrating the  
     Birth of our Lord Jesus 
 

10pm – Festival Eucharist with special music 
 

December 25th - Christmas Day 
10am – Holy Eucharist with Carols 
 

December 30th & 31st – The Holy Name of Jesus  
Saturday, 5:30pm – Holy Eucharist 
 

Sunday, 10am – Holy Eucharist 
 

No Sunday School 
 

 

 
 

SNOW REMOVAL 
 

We are in  SNOW season and we will need your 
help with snow removal. There is a sign-up sheet in 
the Parish Hall. We have a snow blower & shovels 
or you can use your own. Thank you in advance! 

           

           A Word About Receiving  
              Communion in the  
               Episcopal Church 
  

     All are invited to the Altar to receive. You 
may stand or kneel. If  you do not wish to receive, 
but would like a blessing, cross your arms over 
your chest. If you decide to receive in one kind 
extend your hand for the wafer and cross your 
arms over your chest to decline the wine.  
     If you desire to receive the wine you may 
guide the chalice to your lips by placing your 
hand gently on the chalice’s base and guiding it. 
Or you can dip your host (wafer) into the wine.  
Or you can give the host to the Lay Eucharistic 
Minister, who will dip the host into the wine and 
place it in your mouth. 

 

Gluten-free Communion Hosts 
  

Gluten-free Communion hosts are available for those 
with allergies. Please let the priest know. 

 
Bible Study 

 

We are now looking at the Book of Acts. How did 
a rag-tag group of disciples become the Church? 
How did all of this get going? 7PM on Tuesday 
nights. 
 
 

Inquirers’ Class 
 

INQUIRER'S CLASS will meet on Sunday, 
June 5, following the morning service in the 
Conference Room.  Our topic this month will be 
"Evil, Suffering & A Loving God."  
 
 
 
Mark your calendar for the next study of Up-
pity Women of the Bible!  We'll begin on 
Thursday, September 8 at 9:30 a.m. 
(following Morning Prayer).  Our focus for 
this study will be the book of Judith. Watch 
for more details toward the end of summer.  

What a Weekend! 
 

This weekend marks not only the fourth Sunday of 
Advent, but also Christmas Eve! Every once in a while 
our church calendar just bunches up on us. Remem-
ber that wonderful week between Thanksgiving and 
the first Sunday of Advent? Well, we’re making up for it 
now! How does this happen? There are complex ex-
planations that very few of us understand and even 
fewer of us want to understand. (For more mind-
numbing entertainment guaranteed to put you to sleep 
turn to page 880 in our Book of Common Prayer  and 
read “Tables and Rules for Finding the Date of Easter 
Day.”) That’s just the way the church year rolls! And 
Christmas Day is this Monday! 
 

Thanks to Deacon Carl and  
Father Rick Civalier!  

For taking over at the very last minute! I was 
very ill last Sunday and I really appreciated their 
willingness to take on leadership of the Service of 
the Word and the Eucharistic Prayer in my ab-
sence. Many thanks from Mother Susan+ 
 

BIBLE STUDY 
THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY will begin a new 
study on January 11. We will be using Rev . Ellen Davis' 
book Getting Involved With God: Rediscovering the Old 
Testament.  Rev. Davis has a unique way of interpreting 
the Old Testament that is engaging and helpful in our 
ability to understand them. This book is divided into five 
parts: 1) Pain & Praise (based on the Psalms) 2) The 
Cost of Love (Burning Bush, Binding of Isaac and the 
Song of Songs) 3) The Art of Living Well ( Prov-
erbs, Ecclesiastes and Job, 4) Habits of the 
Heart: Proverbs 8, Psalms 102 and 51, Isaiah 49, (and 
5) Torah of the Earth: (Learning ecology from the Bible 
and Numbers 11). Order your copy now via Amazon or 
other book source and be prepared to join us in the Con-
ference Room on January 11 by reading the first chap-
ter. We meet at 9:30-10:30 a.m. For more info call Mel 
at 478-234-3698  
 

 

Don’t Forget About the Squirrels’ Nests!  
One in the Back of the Church  

and One in the Parish Hall.     

All Waiting to Take Your Spare Change! 

tel:(478)%20234-3698
http://search.live.com/images/results.aspx?q=communion+chalice


           T h i s  W e e k  a t  G o od  S h e p h e r d  
D e c e m b e r  2 3 r d  t o  D e c e m b e r  2 9 t h                                  

Advent 4                    December 23 & 24 

Saturday       12/23  -   4:30 PM Open for Prayer! 

                                         5:30 PM Holy Eucharist                                            

Sunday          12/24  -  9 AM Open for Prayer! 

                                         10 AM Holy Eucharist     

                                          No Sunday School     

                                          Coffee Hour: Lee Braidwood 

                                          7 & 10 PM Holy Eucharist 

Monday         12/25  -  10 AM Holy Eucharist 

                                          Parish Office Closed 

Tuesday         12/26  -  9 AM Morning Prayer 

                                         9:30 AM Caring Hands 

Thursday       12/28  -  9 AM Morning Prayer 

                                         6:30 PM Bell Choir  

                                         7:15PM Choir Practice 

 

Christmas 1               December 30 & 31 

Saturday       12/30  -  4:30 PM Open for Prayer! 

                                        5:30 PM Holy Eucharist                                            

Sunday          12/31  -  9 AM Open for Prayer! 

                                        10 AM Holy Eucharist     

                                        No Sunday School  

                                        Children’s Choir     

Monday              1/1  -  New Year’s Day 

                                         Parish Office Closed 

Tuesday            1/2  -  9 AM Morning Prayer 

Wednesday        1/3  - 7 PM  Brotherhood of St. Andrew 

Thursday           1/4  -  9 AM Morning Prayer 

                                         9:30 AM Bible Study 

                                         6:30 PM Bell Choir  

                                         7:15PM Choir Practice 

 

      

           Food Pantry    

 

 

Next week, December 30th & 31st we are 
collecting Canned Ravioli for the Pitman 
Food Pantry. All donations are greatly ap-
preciated and accepted. 
 

T h e  E p i s c o p a l  
C h u r c h  o f  t h e                                                                     

 G o o d  S h e p h e r d  

The Rev. Susan Osborne-Mott, Rector 
732-759-4358 

revmomott@gmail.com  

 

The Rev. Carl Dunn, Deacon 
609-868-7102 

carl@carldunn.com 
 

 

Parish Office 
315 Highland Terrace 

Pitman, New Jersey  08071 

Phone: 856-589-8209  /  Fax: 856-582-2306 

Email: goodshepherdpitman@gmail.com 

Http://www.goodshepherdpitman.org  
 

VESTRY 

Deb Prieto - Sr. Warden     

Sue Burkhard - Jr. Warden 

Chuck Lezenby - Clerk of the Vestry 

Diane Wall – Assistant Clerk of the Vestry 
 

Wayne Szalma, Chelsea Richmond, Connie Parent  

(Class of 2017) 

Len Clark, Elizabeth Nelson, Jack Daugherty  

(Class 0f 2018) 

Gail Morton, Jim Wynkoop, Frank Jackson  

(Class of 2019) 

Lee Braidwood - Treasurer     George Funk -   
                                              Asst. Treasurer 

    

              
Parish Office Hours   

Monday through Thursday  8:30AM to 2:30PM.   
Friday - 8:30AM to 1:30PM 

 

Advent 4 

&  

Christmas 

Pastoral Emergencies 
 

If a Pastoral Emergency should come up for you, hospitaliza-

tion, death in the family, please call the Church Office 856-

589-8209 or after Office hours please call Mother Susan at 

732-759-4358. 


