
Advent - A Time for Waiting and Hoping 
   The Spanish word “espere” has two meanings – 
waiting and hoping. Isaiah prophesied the birth of 
Jesus over 700 years before he was born. The peo-
ple of Israel awaited the arrival of their Messiah for 
quite a while before he was born in Bethlehem.  
   Every year we re-await Jesus’ birth. There is some-
thing to be said for waiting. Waiting is often accom-
panied by expectation, anticipation, and maybe im-
patience! It is so ironic that the people of Israel clear-
ly didn’t expect their Messiah to be born as an ordi-
nary human child. They expected some sort of super-
natural King who would arrive with armies of angels 
to save them from the Romans. That was their desper-
ate hope.  
   So Jesus wasn’t greeted as a Savior by the multi-
tudes. He wasn’t greeted at all. We get the impres-
sion that choirs of angels greeted him, but that was 
only reported in the Gospel of Luke and their only 
audience was some shepherds (and their sheep!).  
   But the wait! Try to remember how you felt when 
you were a child, waiting for Christmas to arrive. That 
is the sense of “espere” we need to allow to reawak-
en within ourselves – the “espere” that leads to joy 
and gratitude. 
    Remember the fun of waiting, the suspense, the 
great anticipation? Recall the excitement you felt as 
December 24th and 25th got closer and closer. Recall 
the giggles, the laughter and the wonderful hope you 
felt as a child. 
    We have so many things happening here at Good 
Shepherd to help support your joyous wait. The Holly 
Fair happened yesterday and that certainly began 
our Christmas right. We have our children’s offering, 
the Christmas Pageant coming up on December 10, 
preceded by a special visitor and a luncheon, and the 
Choir’s offering the next Sunday, the Christmas Can-
tata, performed during the Sunday service.  After the 
Cantata we will have the Greening of the Church (a 
little early this year!). And after that, we are invited 
to Deacon Carl and Ellie Dunn’s home between 4-6 
(more on that elsewhere) for a mini house tour show-
ing their 16, yes SIXTEEN, Christmas trees! 
   Well, all that should help us with our waiting. That 
should put us in the right frame of mind for the arrival 
of Jesus, and help us to wait and hope with joyous 
expectation for the certain arrival of the one who 
loves us without hesitation, without reserve, uncondi-
tionally.     

Worshipping With Us 
 

Episcopal worship is participatory. We stand, we 
kneel, we respond vocally during parts of the ser-
vice, sometimes with singing! Please join in at your 
level of comfort. If you’d like to learn more about 
what we as Episcopalians believe and do, or if you 
have any questions, please fill out one of the yel-
low cards in the pew and give it to Mother Susan 
or one of our ushers.  We hope you feel welcome 
here and that you will come back often to feed 
your faith.   
 

 
 

A Word About Receiving  
Communion in the Episcopal Church 

 

    All are invited to the Altar to receive. If  you 
would like a blessing, just cross your arms over 
your chest. If you decide to receive only the bread, 
extend your hand for the wafer and cross your 
arms over your chest to decline the wine.  
     For the wine or grape juice you may guide the 
chalice to your lips by placing your hand gently on 
the chalice’s base and guiding it. Or you can dip 
your host (wafer) into the wine. Or you can 
give the host to the Lay Eucharistic Minister, 
who will dip the host into the wine and place 
it in your mouth.                            
 
 
    

Many Thanks! 
 

We are so fortunate to have so many wonderful 
people who have contributed time, talent, and 
treasure to our Holly Fair. As of this writing, I just 
know it's going to be a great success. Many 
thanks, one and all. God bless us every one! 
Mother S+ 
 
 

A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS  
INVITATION!  

 

On Sunday, December 17, Deacon Carl and Ellie 
Dunn have invited us to come to their lovely home 
at 223 Highland Terrace (just down the street for 
the church!) any time between 4 and 6 PM to take 
a mini-house tour to view and enjoy their lovely 
display of 16, yes, SIXTEEN Christmas trees! 
You don't want to miss this! All donations will be 
given to our scholarship fund for graduating high 
school seniors.  

           

           A Word About Receiving  
              Communion in the  
               Episcopal Church 
  

     All are invited to the Altar to receive. You 
may stand or kneel. If  you do not wish to receive, 
but would like a blessing, cross your arms over 
your chest. If you decide to receive in one kind 
extend your hand for the wafer and cross your 
arms over your chest to decline the wine.  
     If you desire to receive the wine you may 
guide the chalice to your lips by placing your 
hand gently on the chalice’s base and guiding it. 
Or you can dip your host (wafer) into the wine.  
Or you can give the host to the Lay Eucharistic 
Minister, who will dip the host into the wine and 
place it in your mouth. 

 

Gluten-free Communion Hosts 
  

Gluten-free Communion hosts are available for those 
with allergies. Please let the priest know. 

 
Bible Study 

 

We are now looking at the Book of Acts. How did 
a rag-tag group of disciples become the Church? 
How did all of this get going? 7PM on Tuesday 
nights. 
 
 

Inquirers’ Class 
 

INQUIRER'S CLASS will meet on Sunday, 
June 5, following the morning service in the 
Conference Room.  Our topic this month will be 
"Evil, Suffering & A Loving God."  
 
 
 
Mark your calendar for the next study of Up-
pity Women of the Bible!  We'll begin on 
Thursday, September 8 at 9:30 a.m. 
(following Morning Prayer).  Our focus for 
this study will be the book of Judith. Watch 
for more details toward the end of summer.  

Christmas Pageant 
 

Please come to the Annual Christmas Pageant 

on December 10th. There will be a luncheon fol-

lowing the 10 am service and the pageant starts 

at 12:30 PM. Bring your family and friends! 
 

 

Adult Forum  
 

December's Adult Forum will be held today following 
the 10 a.m. service in the Conference Room. All adults 
are invited to join us! We will continue with our new 
series on the Apostle Paul called "Eclipsing Em-
pire". Biblical scholars, Marcus Borg and Dominic 
Crossan guide us through Turkey into the places 
where Paul walked and preached. They show us the 
marvels of the architecture and religious sites where 
Paul grew the church and rallied against the empirical 
culture of the Romans with the message Jesus 
preached. Peace through love, not peace through vic-
tory.  

 
 
 

SNOW REMOVAL 
 

We are quickly approaching SNOW season and 
we will need your help with snow removal. 
There is a sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall. We 
have a snow blower & shovels or you can use 
your own. Thank you in advance! 

 

 

 
 

Advent Begins     
 

The Church’s Holy Season of Advent begins this 

week. It is that special time of preparation for the 

Glorious celebration of our Lord’s birth. At the 

back of the Church you will find special Advent 

pamphlets of Prayers, Scripture Readings, and 

Meditations. Please help yourself. 

 
Don’t Forget About the Squirrels’ Nests!  

One in the Back of the Church  

and One in the Parish Hall.             

All Waiting to Take Your  Spare Change! 
 
 

 

http://search.live.com/images/results.aspx?q=communion+chalice


           T h i s  W e e k  a t  G o od  S h e p h e r d  
D e c e m b e r  2 n d  t o  D e c e m b e r  8 t h                                  

Advent 1                   December 2 & 3 

Saturday         12/2  - 9 AM - 3 PM HOLLY FAIR 

                                        4:30 PM Open for Prayer! 

                                        5:30 PM Holy Eucharist   

                                         Healing Service 

Sunday           12/3  -   9 AM Open for Prayer! 

                                        10 AM Holy Eucharist     

                                        10 AM Sunday School - Fellowship 

                                        Children’s Choir       

                                        11:30 AM Youth Group 

                                        11:30 AM Adult Forum 

                                         Pageant Practice 

Tuesday          12/5  -  9 AM Morning Prayer 

Wednesday      12/6  -  7 PM Brotherhood of St. Andrew 

Thursday         12/7  -  9 AM Morning Prayer 

                                         9:30 AM Bible Study 

                                         6:30 PM Bell Choir  

                                         7:15PM Choir Practice 

 

Advent 2                    December 9 & 10 

Saturday         12/9  -  10 AM Dress Rehearsal 

                                         4:30 PM Open for Prayer! 

                                         5:30 PM Holy Eucharist   

                                         6:45 PM Confirmation Class w/Pizza!  

Sunday          12/10  -  9 AM Open for Prayer! 

                                         10 AM Holy Eucharist     

                                         10 AM Sunday School     

                                         Luncheon 

                                         Christmas Pageant  

Monday         12/11  -   7 PM Women at the Well 

Tuesday         12/12  -  9 AM Morning Prayer 

                                         9:30 AM Caring Hands 

Wednesday    12/13  -  7 PM Property Committee Meeting 

Thursday       12/14  -  9 AM Morning Prayer 

                                         6:30 PM Bell Choir  

                                         7:15PM Choir Practice 

 
         Food Pantry    

 

 

Next week, December 9th & 10th we are 
collecting Tuna for the Pitman Food Pantry. 
All donations are greatly appreciated and 
accepted. 

T h e  E p i s c o p a l  
C h u r c h  o f  t h e                                                                     

 G o o d  S h e p h e r d  

The Rev. Susan Osborne-Mott, Rector 
732-759-4358 

revmomott@gmail.com  

 

The Rev. Carl Dunn, Deacon 
609-868-7102 

carl@carldunn.com 
 

 

Parish Office 
315 Highland Terrace 

Pitman, New Jersey  08071 

Phone: 856-589-8209  /  Fax: 856-582-2306 

Email: goodshepherdpitman@gmail.com 

Http://www.goodshepherdpitman.org  
 

VESTRY 

Deb Prieto - Sr. Warden     

Sue Burkhard - Jr. Warden 

Chuck Lezenby - Clerk of the Vestry 

Diane Wall – Assistant Clerk of the Vestry 
 

Wayne Szalma, Chelsea Richmond, Connie Parent  

(Class of 2017) 

Len Clark, Elizabeth Nelson, Jack Daugherty  

(Class 0f 2018) 

Gail Morton, Jim Wynkoop, Frank Jackson  

(Class of 2019) 

Lee Braidwood - Treasurer     George Funk -   
                                              Asst. Treasurer 

     

              Parish Office Hours   

Monday through Thursday  8:30AM to 2:30PM.   
Friday - 8:30AM to 1:30PM 

 

 

Advent 1 
 
 

December 2 & 3, 2017 

 

Pastoral Emergencies 
 

If a Pastoral Emergency should come up for you, hospitaliza-

tion, death in the family, please call the Church Office 856-

589-8209 or after Office hours please call Mother Susan at 

732-759-4358. 


