
A Different Kind of Sermon 
 

First, we are inclined to use the words homily 
and sermon interchangeably and that’s OK. But 
the main difference is that a sermon is a person 
talking at you and a homily is intended to begin 
a conversation, to encourage discussion.  For 
some people, homily means Roman Catholic and 
sermon means Protestant. You may consider the 
words interchangeable. It really doesn’t matter 
as long as you are encouraged to think! 
    

This Sunday our “homily” will be different. Our 
Choir is offering us the Christmas gift of a Can-
tata, By Heaven’s Light. Music can speak to us 
as profoundly as any preacher, often better! 
Sometimes a painting or drawing can be a homi-
ly. Perhaps those who attended our Christmas 
Pageant last week found it to be a meaningful 
homily. Different expressions speak to us in dif-
ferent ways. Especially at this time of year, let 
us be open to however God wishes to communi-
cate with us.     
 

 

Why Is There One Pink Candle  
in Our Advent Wreath? 

 

Why the pink candle? In the earliest years of 
the Church the only distinct church season 
was Lent, the seven weeks prior to Easter. 
Lent was a season of fasting and prayer as the 
church prepared to commemorate the cruci-
fixion and resurrection of Jesus. The tradi-
tional color of vestments during this time 
was/is a deep purple, signifying royalty, re-
pentance, and suffering.   

 

   When the season of Advent was instituted, 
the church viewed it as a mini-Lent, a time for 
reflection and repentance (thus the purple or 
blue). However, the church also wanted to 
acknowledge the joyous expectation of the 
birth of Jesus. Pink or Rose are traditionally  
colors of joy. So the church changed the third 
candle of Advent to pink in honor of that an-
ticipation. Thus the pink candle in our Advent 
wreath! 

Worshipping With Us 
 

Episcopal worship is participatory. We stand, we kneel, 
we respond vocally during parts of the service, some-
times with singing! Please join in at your level of com-
fort. If you’d like to learn more about what we as Epis-
copalians believe and do, or if you have any questions, 
please fill out one of the yellow cards in the pew and 
give it to Mother Susan or one of our ushers.  We hope 
you feel welcome here and that you will come back 
often to feed your faith.   
 

 

A Word About Receiving  
Communion in the Episcopal Church 

 

    All are invited to the Altar to receive. If  you would like 
a blessing, just cross your arms over your chest. If you 
decide to receive only the bread, extend your hand for 
the wafer and cross your arms over your chest to de-
cline the wine.  
     For the wine or grape juice you may guide the chal-
ice to your lips by placing your hand gently on the chal-
ice’s base and guiding it. Or you can dip your host 
(wafer) into the wine. Or you can give the host to 
the Lay Eucharistic Minister, who will dip the 
host into the wine and place it in your mouth.                            
 
 
    
 

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE   
 

December 17th 
- 10am Christmas Cantata & after 

   the Service Greening of the Church 
Special Invitation to the Dunns any time be-
tween 4-6 PM  
 

December 24th – Advent 4 & Christmas Eve  
10am Holy Eucharist 
 No Sunday School 
 7pm – Our Family Eucharist celebrating the  
     Birth of our Lord Jesus 
 

10pm – Festival Eucharist with special music 
 

December 25th - Christmas Day 
10am – Holy Eucharist with Carols 
  

December 30th & 31st – The Holy Name of Jesus  
Saturday, 5:30pm – Holy Eucharist 

Sunday, 10am – Holy Eucharist 

No Sunday School  

           

           A Word About Receiving  
              Communion in the  
               Episcopal Church 
  

     All are invited to the Altar to receive. You 
may stand or kneel. If  you do not wish to receive, 
but would like a blessing, cross your arms over 
your chest. If you decide to receive in one kind 
extend your hand for the wafer and cross your 
arms over your chest to decline the wine.  
     If you desire to receive the wine you may 
guide the chalice to your lips by placing your 
hand gently on the chalice’s base and guiding it. 
Or you can dip your host (wafer) into the wine.  
Or you can give the host to the Lay Eucharistic 
Minister, who will dip the host into the wine and 
place it in your mouth. 

 

Gluten-free Communion Hosts 
  

Gluten-free Communion hosts are available for those 
with allergies. Please let the priest know. 

 
Bible Study 

 

We are now looking at the Book of Acts. How did 
a rag-tag group of disciples become the Church? 
How did all of this get going? 7PM on Tuesday 
nights. 
 
 

Inquirers’ Class 
 

INQUIRER'S CLASS will meet on Sunday, 
June 5, following the morning service in the 
Conference Room.  Our topic this month will be 
"Evil, Suffering & A Loving God."  
 
 
 
Mark your calendar for the next study of Up-
pity Women of the Bible!  We'll begin on 
Thursday, September 8 at 9:30 a.m. 
(following Morning Prayer).  Our focus for 
this study will be the book of Judith. Watch 
for more details toward the end of summer.  

A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS INVITATION!  
 

On Sunday, December 17, Deacon Carl and Ellie 
Dunn have invited us to come to their lovely home 
at 223 Highland Terrace (just down the street 
from the church!) any time between 4 and 6 PM 
to take a mini-house tour to view and enjoy their 
lovely display of 16, yes, SIXTEEN Christmas 
trees! You don't want to miss this! All donations 
will be given to our scholarship fund for graduat-
ing high school seniors.  
 
 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY will begin a 
new study on January 11. We will be using Rev . Ellen 
Davis' book Getting Involved With God: Rediscovering 
the Old Testament.  Rev. Davis has a unique way of 
interpreting the Old Testament that is engaging and 
helpful in our ability to understand them. This book is 
divided into five parts: 1) Pain & Praise (based on the 
Psalms) 2) The Cost of Love (Burning Bush, Binding 
of Isaac and the Song of Songs) 3) The Art of Living 
Well ( Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Job, 4) Habits of 
the Heart: Proverbs 8, Psalms 102 and 51, Isaiah 49, 
(and 5) Torah of the Earth: (Learning ecology from the 
Bible and Numbers 11). Order your copy now via Am-
azon or other book source and be prepared to join us 
in the Conference Room on January 11 by reading 
the first chapter. We meet at 9:30-10:30 a.m. For 
more info call Mel at 478-234-3698  

 
 

SNOW REMOVAL 
 

We are quickly approaching SNOW season and 
we will need your help with snow removal. 
There is a sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall. We 
have a snow blower & shovels or you can use 
your own. Thank you in advance! 

 
 

 

 
 

Don’t Forget About the Squirrels’ Nests!  

One in the Back of the Church  

and One in the Parish Hall.             

All Waiting to Take Your  Spare Change! 
 

tel:(478)%20234-3698
http://search.live.com/images/results.aspx?q=communion+chalice


           T h i s  W e e k  a t  G o od  S h e p h e r d  
D e c e m b e r  1 6 t h  t o  D e c e m b e r  2 2 n d                                  

 

Advent 3                   December 16 & 17 

Saturday       12/16  - 10 AM Vestry Meeting 

                                        4:30 PM Open for Prayer! 

                                        5:30 PM Holy Eucharist                                            

Sunday         12/17  -  9 AM Open for Prayer! 

                                        10 AM Holy Eucharist     

                                        10 AM Sunday School  

                                        Children’s Choir       

                                        11:30 AM Youth Group 

                                        Greening of the Church 

                                        Confirmation Class 

                                        4 - 6 PM Open  House at the Dunns 

Tuesday        12/19  -  9 AM Morning Prayer 

Thursday       12/21  -  9 AM Morning Prayer 

                                         9:30 AM Bible Study 

                                         6:30 PM Bell Choir  

                                         7:15PM Choir Practice 

 
Advent 4                    December 23 & 24 

Saturday       12/23  -   4:30 PM Open for Prayer! 

                                         5:30 PM Holy Eucharist                                            

Sunday          12/24  -  9 AM Open for Prayer! 

                                         10 AM Holy Eucharist     

                                          No Sunday School     

                                          7 & 10 PM Holy Eucharist 

Monday         12/25  -  10 AM Holy Eucharist 

                                          Parish Office Closed 

Tuesday         12/26  -  9 AM Morning Prayer 

                                         9:30 AM Caring Hands 

Thursday       12/28  -  9 AM Morning Prayer 

                                         6:30 PM Bell Choir  

                                         7:15PM Choir Practice 

      

           Food Pantry    

 

 

Next week, December 23rd & 24th we are 
collecting Canned Fruit for the Pitman Food 
Pantry. All donations are greatly appreciat-
ed and accepted. 

T h e  E p i s c o p a l  
C h u r c h  o f  t h e                                                                     

 G o o d  S h e p h e r d  

The Rev. Susan Osborne-Mott, Rector 
732-759-4358 

revmomott@gmail.com  

 

The Rev. Carl Dunn, Deacon 
609-868-7102 

carl@carldunn.com 
 

 

Parish Office 
315 Highland Terrace 

Pitman, New Jersey  08071 

Phone: 856-589-8209  /  Fax: 856-582-2306 

Email: goodshepherdpitman@gmail.com 

Http://www.goodshepherdpitman.org  
 

VESTRY 

Deb Prieto - Sr. Warden     

Sue Burkhard - Jr. Warden 

Chuck Lezenby - Clerk of the Vestry 

Diane Wall – Assistant Clerk of the Vestry 
 

Wayne Szalma, Chelsea Richmond, Connie Parent  

(Class of 2017) 

Len Clark, Elizabeth Nelson, Jack Daugherty  

(Class 0f 2018) 

Gail Morton, Jim Wynkoop, Frank Jackson  

(Class of 2019) 

Lee Braidwood - Treasurer     George Funk -   
                                              Asst. Treasurer 

     

              Parish Office Hours   

Monday through Thursday  8:30AM to 2:30PM.   
Friday - 8:30AM to 1:30PM 

 

 

Advent 3 
 
 

December 16 & 17, 2017 

 

Pastoral Emergencies 
 

If a Pastoral Emergency should come up for you, hospitaliza-

tion, death in the family, please call the Church Office 856-

589-8209 or after Office hours please call Mother Susan at 

732-759-4358. 


