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Sermon  3 17 18  Lent V 

 First, to address the question that I am sure is on all your minds after listening to the 

readings today – the one thing you’re burning to know:  What on earth is a Melchizedek 

(Melkeezedek)?  I am referring to Paul’s letter to the Hebrews. 

 Well, in short, in very short, Melkeezedek was a very high priest and king of Salem 

who blessed Abram, offering him bread and wine.  He is considered the archetype of 

priests, a priest of priests, and so when Paul reported that God told Jesus, “You are my Son” 

and “You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melkeezedek,” God was saying that 

Jesus was as much a priest as a priest could be – for ever.  He is the priest. 

 Well….  I’m glad we got that cleared up.  And on to Jeremiah.  One does not usually 

look forward to preaching about Jeremiah because he was the prophet of gloom and doom, 

and unfortunately, his prophecies always came true. 

A pessimistic person, who always warns that bad things are going to happen, is 

often called “a Jeremiah.” Jeremiah is portrayed by Michelangelo on the ceiling of the 

Sistine Chapel as seated, with the lower half of his face hidden in his hand, weeping.  He is 

known as the weeping prophet. He foresaw the downfall of Israel, the destruction of 

Solomon’s temple and the scattering of Jews across the world, the diaspora. Jeremiah was 

persecuted for his prophecies, beaten and imprisoned.  Nobody wants bad news. 

But in our reading for tonight Jeremiah also prophesied the light at the end of the 

tunnel – a new covenant to replace the one the Israelites broke. Speaking for God, he said, 

“But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days. I will put 

my law within them and I will write it on their hearts and I will be their God and they shall 

be my people.  … for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, for I will 

forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more.”  

For they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest.  

What an extraordinary promise. That is the promise the new covenant has given to 

us. To know with confidence that we can know God – intimately – without an intermediary 

– as our friend.             

 Jesus was and is the very personification of God’s new covenant with us. Through 

Jesus, God puts the sense of God’s law within us.  Once we acknowledge God as our Creator 

and Christ as our Redeemer, God writes his law on our hearts – his law of love, and we 
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come to know ourselves as God’s people, we are constantly in the presence of God’s loving 

forgiveness.  That is the gift of knowing God. 

 That is how unique the new covenant was and is. 

It was with full awareness of God’s new covenant with us, of our new way of life 

with God, that Jesus made that puzzling remark, “Those who love their life will lose it, and 

those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.”  Jesus is using extreme 

language, hyperbole, here.  If we think of ourselves as individuals moving through life 

isolated, we will lose the sense of what life in God, real life, is all about.  But if we think of 

ourselves as being a part of God and God as part of us, we can lose ourselves in God and we 

will begin to understand the joys to come of eternal life.     

(new idea) Now on to poor Andrew and Phillip. You know how someone can say 

something to you, and suddenly that remark recalls something else to you and it may be 

related and it may not, or you may be the only one who sees the connection?  You know 

how that can happen sometimes?   

I think that’s what happened to Jesus in our Gospel for today.  All Andrew and Phillip 

did was tell Jesus that some Greeks wanted to see him.  And then they got this whole speech 

about grain only bearing fruit if it falls into the earth and dies, and then Jesus wonders if he 

should ask his Father to save him from what is coming, and then he tells God that he has 

come to glorify God’s name and GOD ANSWERS!  And other people hear God’s voice but 

they think it’s thunder or an angel and Jesus tells all of them that God is judging the world 

NOW and the current ruler of the world (Satan) will be driven out and Jesus will draw all 

people to himself.  

WOW! 

And there stand Andrew and Phillip – “Uhhhh… We were just wondering if you’d be 

willing to meet these Greek guys…” 

They certainly didn’t expect all that! 

But I think Jesus was feeling the end of his earthly mission approaching – how close 

he was to leaving them – how much he had to do… 

I think Jesus heard Andrew and Phillip refer to Greeks and he looked around him at 

the bustling cosmopolitan city of Jerusalem and he could see all these different people, and 

he could hear all these different languages and he could see the future.  He could see how 
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faith would change and grow and spread.  Faith in him was not just for the Jews – it was for 

the world.  I think he could see how all this would happen – how the church would grow 

and change, how it would reach out to the entire world.  There are times when we are given 

a glimpse of the cosmic, a mere glimpse of the big picture. That’s what Andrew and  Phillip 

got in that moment and realized later. 

“Those who love their life will lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will 

keep it for eternal life.” 

In other words, it’s not about us!  We need to think beyond ourselves.  When Jesus 

accuses us of loving our lives, he doesn’t mean we are too fond of being alive. Sure we are! 

He is accusing us of thinking of our individual selves too much, of putting our individual 

selves first.  Jesus is talking about changing our priorities. Jesus is asking us to take a 

different point of view on life.  We are like single grains of wheat. If we isolate ourselves, we 

are nothing.  How much good can one grain of wheat do? But if we give ourselves over to 

Jesus’ way of life and serve God together, with all those who serve God, then there’s no end 

to what we can do – together.  This is how we glorify God. 

 We are almost near the end of Lent.  It is as though we, Church of the Good 

Shepherd, are coming to the end of a period of gestation and waiting.  Think of the weather 

we’ve been having! Our extended winter! It feels as if we have been germinating for a long 

time!  Now we get to look forward to spring! We are in spring! Think of what spring means!   

 We are a welcoming congregation. Now we can prepare to welcome even more 

people into our midst. Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter are all times when we find 

ourselves welcoming people back who haven’t been here in a while – or welcoming them in 

the first place! Lets’ get ready to do what we do best – welcome others into our midst. And 

we can’t do that as single people. We must welcome people together. 

 We are one church, joined by our love of God and God’s love for us.  We cannot 

operate as single grains of wheat.  We must work together to become something greater 

than ourselves. 

Easter is always a new beginning. We hear the stories we’ve heard before, stories of 

great pain and great joy. We are all children of God -- all part of one loving family.  We are 

within a field where the heads of wheat are just peeking up through the earth and reaching 

for the sun. And just as Lent is a journey that moves through the dark time of the crucifixion 



 4 

and the tomb, it is also a time when we look forward to the resurrection – new birth with 

confidence and joy.   

(We are coming to the end of the time in the burial cave, the stone is rolling away, 

and we can see a bright sun shining outside that offers us the dawn of a new day, a new day 

with new opportunities – a time of rebirth, an ever reborn Good Shepherd.)  

 


