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Sermon Sunday 3 3&4 18      Lent III 

 With a slight change to include all of us, I would like to begin my sermon with the 

last verse of our psalm for today.  “Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of our 

hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, our strength and our redeemer.”  Amen. 

 It’s a good prayer, isn’t it?  It isn’t just about what we say. It’s also about what is 

under what we say – what is in our hearts. May everything about us be acceptable to God. 

 We have a series of dynamic, dramatic readings for today, don’t we?  First, we have 

the Exodus reading of the Ten Commandments as given to Moses on Mt. Sinai. They are 

listed again in Deuteronomy. 

 There is a formation curriculum for children in which the Ten Commandments are 

referred to as the Ten Best Ways, in other words, the 10 Best Ways to live.  The Ten 

Commandments are taught as they are written in the Bible for the most part, but those who 

put together the curriculum understood that the word “adultery” is probably confusing for 

children, so in the Ten Best Ways, “Thou shalt not commit adultery” is reworded to say, 

“Don’t break your marriage.”  Works for me!  I use that in my premarital counseling.  Don’t 

break your covenant with another person that you swore to in front of God. A covenant is a 

superpromise. 

 As for our reading from Paul, well, I don’t know about you, but I often have to read 

Paul over twice.  His efforts to make everything precise and clear often lead to the opposite 

– a “writing in circles” style that is just plain confusing.  Also, I think sometimes he was too 

smart for his own good!  All the ideas came to him at the same time and he just had to get it 

all down.  But if I take my time, I can get it. 

In our Epistle reading for today, Paul assures us that our faith isn’t about wisdom or 

logic.  It’s about faith.  It’s about believing in something we cannot prove on any level. Our 

faith isn’t about how smart or clever we are.  

According to Paul, (who was a very smart man), our faith is about our willingness to 

appear foolish, to believe not only in Christ’s death on a cross, but also in what is forever 

linked with his death – his resurrection.  This belief is what is foolishness to the world.  Our 

wonderful foolish faith goes beyond signs (direct evidence) and wisdom (logic).   

Paul goes straight to the heart of the matter – what faith really is. As Paul wrote in 

his letter to the Hebrews, faith is real, it has substance – “faith is the substance of things 
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hoped for and the evidence of things not seen.”  This is how God makes the wisdom of the 

world foolish. We’re working on a whole other level with Jesus here.  The logic of the world 

isn’t God’s logic.  God’s logic is simply “I love you – unconditionally.”  

So… it was out of love, love for those with plain, simple, direct and “foolish" faith, 

that Jesus cleaned out, scoured out, the temple.  

I love this story. In Jesus’ time, for the Passover you had to enter the Temple Mount, 

the Temple grounds, to present your sacrifice.  In order to do that, you had to pay an 

entrance fee, and also to purchase a perfect animal, without blemish, for sacrifice to God.  

All transactions on the temple grounds had to involve the use of acceptable money – no 

foreign currency because it carried graven images.  Only the currency approved by the 

temple priests, pure Hebrew currency was allowed.  So money was exchanged, but the 

historians of the time record that it was exchanged at a rate that was very unfair to the 

pilgrims.   

As for sacrifices, you could try to raise a perfect lamb or dove, but it would 

undoubtedly be unacceptable to the priests whose own families were involved in the sale of 

unblemished animals for sacrifices.  So you had to buy your dove or lamb from the 

approved sellers at the inflated rate they charged.  All this worked out quite well for those 

who were in on the sales and kick-backs.  It didn’t work out so well for poor families from 

the countryside, like those of Jesus and his disciples. 

I’m sure Jesus recalled how his parents had been taken advantage of all through his 

youth, and that didn’t help to temper his sense of outrage.  The incident of the cleansing of 

the temple is reported in all four gospels. It apparently made a big impression! 

I love this story because it shows us a passionate Jesus – an angry Jesus. We know 

Jesus was loving and caring, but the beatific, peaceful, ever patient Jesus becomes a little 

tiresome after a while, doesn’t he? Most artwork depicting this scene is pretty wishy-

washy, with a solemn, emotionless Jesus pointing the way to the gate. Blecch!   

When I teach children this story, I begin by asking them, “Did Jesus ever get angry?”  

And they answer, “Nooooo!” And the answer of course is, yes he did!  And the children are 

always surprised and shocked, because Jesus was and is so good!  Jesus  is nice! He couldn’t 

lose his temper, could he?  He couldn’t get angry at people, could he?   
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But then we look at the reasons, and yes, He could!  There are times when great 

passion is necessary, when what is happening is so important that it creates great feeling. 

Sometimes it has to do with an expression of extraordinary love.  Sometimes it has to do 

with extraordinary anger. There is such a thing as justifiable anger.  There is righteous 

anger.  But, as with any emotion – what do we do with it?  How do we express it?  How do 

we express righteous anger? 

In Jesus’ case, he was one man surrounded by a sea of corruption.  He had always 

known it was all around him, but now he could actually see it, and he was seeing it in a 

sacred place, the most sacred place.  It felt overwhelming.  Painful.  What could one person 

do? 

Jesus couldn’t change them.  That would take a change of heart.  A true change of the 

culture of the Temple, of the way people worshipped. He couldn’t do that.  

What he could do was make a statement – a statement that wouldn’t, couldn’t be 

forgotten. He treated the money-changers and other vendors as the disease, as the cancer 

they were.  He was reminding the people that the Temple was supposed to be, first and 

foremost, a house of prayer, a place of welcome for everyone.  There was not supposed to 

be greater and lesser privilege before God.  All were/are supposed to be equal before God. 

Jesus knew the whole corrupt structure would be back the next day.  But for now, 

for this moment in time, he could show them what was truly important. He had so little 

time, so he taught them the best way he could. By doing something fearless and strong, 

something unforgettable.  He did this for the people.   

And who are the people? Well, the idea of the church is this: A church is not about a 

building.  A church is not about worthy sacrifice or loud prayer or great music or even great 

preaching.  These things may enhance our worship.  But the church is – the people.  YOU 

are the church.  YOU are Good Shepherd.  A building can never be the living breathing thing 

that you are.  YOU are the church. 

The church is a living thing.  She is not a single priest or any single leader.  Good 

Shepherd is all of you.  Here, in this time of Lent, when we scrutinize our lives, when we 

explore again and again our relationship to God – and now, at this time in the life of our 

Church, when we gather for Lent, let’s look to the future. Now – as spring is right around 

the corner – (yes! It will come! Those daffodils are fighting back and they struggle out of the 
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snow!) Now is the time to truly know and accept the joy, anticipating the future – to look 

forward to that great unknown, to all the possibilities that lie before us – our possibilities – 

and to embrace those possibilities with the faith that Paul encouraged, with faith in God, 

with foolish, joyous faith in God.  

 


