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Sermon 4 1 18    Easter 

 Alleluia! Well, here we are! We made it through Lent! We got our Alleluias back! 

Alleluia! I just got used to not saying it and here we are again! And that’s OK. I am so ready 

and willing to work hard so Alleluia can slip out of my mouth naturally again! Alleluia! 

 But let’s deal with real life here. What about Easter dinner? Is my ham going to dry 

out? Is my leg ‘o lamb going to go from a nice medium rare to well done and, God forbid, 

become a club of lamb?  

How long is this service going to take? 

 But the worst fear of all ------ it’s April Fool’s Day!  I’m sorry, but please save the 

jokes ‘till after the service. I don’t want anybody to play an April Fool’s Day joke on me until 

then! Maybe that should be my prayer for today! 

  So, given all that, I must acknowledge that this is not the day for a theologically 

complex sermon. I think this is the day for simple and direct talk about, well first of all and 

most important of all, God’s unconditional love for us. That is the bottom line. We are loved 

by God – unconditionally. 

 My daughter, who teaches at St. Matthias school in Chicago told us that she has a boy 

in her fifth grade class who asked why Jesus had to come down here to suffer when he 

could have just told us what was wrong and right into our brains. Zap! 

 That’s a really good question, don’t you think? One of the great basic questions. And 

it’s a hard question to answer. That boy’s religion teacher couldn’t answer it. Why? 

 First, because we aren’t inclined to think about God coming to live with us, are we? 

God standing right beside us.  Jesus is just too far away and too far in the past for us to 

think about him every day, isn’t he?  As an everyday reality? A real person? 

 Should that be? 

A theologian named Jason Vickers says that Jesus is more than just a guest star in 

human history. Jesus Christ come to live among us “is the most intimate joining of God and 

creation. This is how God knew, for real, what it’s like to be a finite creature, to be 

dependent, what it is to be a human — to not be God.” 

Cynthia Rigby, another theologian, says that God in Christ endured everything to 

show love. It always comes down to love, doesn’t it? And it should. We need to have it come 

down to love. The Crucifixion and Resurrection is the culmination of Jesus’ love for us. She 
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says, “It’s not only that God walks in our shoes, but God takes our shoes and goes into 

places where we couldn’t walk without being destroyed and takes on even that which 

would annihilate us.” Jesus came to help us understand God and to help God understand us. 

No, more than understand. To empathize with us.  To feel what we feel. To reconcile with 

us. 

 So that’s the why – why Jesus came among us. But what are we supposed to do with 

that – today – every day? 

 Jesus gives us instructions. We are to love God with all our hearts, with all our souls 

and with all our minds.  And we are to love our neighbors as much as we love ourselves. 

Who are our neighbors? Everybody else. 

 Sounds so simple, doesn’t it? But it’s really, really hard. In fact, it’s so hard, it can 

keep us busy for the rest of our lives. It should keep us busy for the rest of our lives.    

 Jesus came to us to reconcile us to God and then he instructed us to reconcile with 

others. That is the business of human beings on earth – reconciliation.  That is the business 

of the church. That is why we are here: to learn and practice reconciliation. To learn to 

forgive others and to forgive ourselves. And I don’t know about you, but I’m pretty sure it’s 

going to take me the rest of my life. 

 Now, does that mean we have to trust everybody? No. Does that mean we have to 

like everybody? No.  

 But it does mean we have to love and care about everybody. Yes! Because that’s 

what Jesus would do – even the people we don’t like.  Even the people who drive us nuts! 

Yes, God tells us to love them – maybe we need to love them more. Maybe we need to love 

them from a distance sometimes, but we do need to love them. It’s not just what we have 

been told to do, it’s also better for our own well-being.  Anger and hate are bad for us. I 

have a quote on my office wall – “Anger is like drinking poison and hoping your enemy will 

die.” Hate is bad for your health. 

So that is the job of the church, the primary job of the church.  Oh, we’re here to have 

dinners and breakfasts and sing together and to have classes together and to care for our 

children and to enjoy each other’s company, but our primary function is to pray together 

with the goal, the goal of reconciliation – to reconcile with each other, which helps us to 

reconcile with God and with ourselves. Even in times of intense disagreement – publicly – 
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politically – the job of the church is to encourage reconciliation – to bring us together in 

prayer – to pray for the world and for each other.  

That is when we begin to live in resurrection, to know and feel God as alive, as a 

presence of comfort and joy within us. And that is my prayer for each and every one of us. 

That we live in reconciliation, in resurrection, in love with God.  Alleluia! 


