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Sermon  10  13 & 14  18  Control 

 How many times have you heard, “Let go and let God”? Ever tried it? Our readings 

this week are about our need to control – anything – everything. How ironic and fitting that 

we are baptizing three children tomorrow/today. I have learned that I have no control over 

how a baptism is going to go. You just hang on for the ride. Let go and let God. 

 The book of Amos was written by a humble man who didn’t consider himself a 

prophet. He was a shepherd and arborist who came from the southern kingdom of Judah. 

Israel was the more successful northern kingdom. Amos was charged with telling the 

people of Israel what was wrong with them, and apparently that was a lot. “For I know how 

many are your transgressions and how great are your sins---“ But they all felt successful 

and therefore good about themselves – self-satisfied.  Justice wasn’t all that important to 

them. Nor was care for the poor. And what’s a sin now and then? So Amos was warning 

them that their time of plenty and self-indulgence was not going to last. He wasn’t very 

popular. But God told him to nevertheless warn the people of Israel that they were going to 

lose control over their lives as other nations overran them.   

  Oh, in our time, we’ve got big issues with control.  We want to control things.  We 

don’t want to give control over to anyone else. We want to be God!  We want to control our 

lives.  We want to control each other.  We want to control our children.  Anybody else here 

been to that party?  I have. We love our children.  We teach our children.  But ultimately, in 

the long run, we cannot control our children.  Nope. 

We can’t control each other.  Oh yes, we have laws, laws for the good of, the health 

and safety of the community.  But if someone insists on being stupid, there’s really no way 

to stop them.  What’s best is to reinforce and reward good behavior and common sense.  

Beyond that, we can either come up with deterrents or just limit exposure to danger and 

dumbness.   

We have free will.  But free will isn’t about control.  Even with free will, we don’t 

have control over ourselves.  It’s not free will that fills up the ice cream bowl.  It’s lack of 

self control. It’s hard to control our appetites. We can avoid things like cigarettes, but by 

and large we don’t have as much control as we’d like to think we do. 
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The point is, there is very little we can control.  And there’s no point in stressing 

about it. God is in charge. God did not intend for us to run around worrying about how 

much control we have over life.  God intended for us to enjoy and truly live in creation.  

Yet our control issues really come out when we realize that God is asking us to 

admit and embrace that God is in charge, that God is the one in control.  We have issues 

with that.  (Brad and I knew a guy who used to say, “I don’t have issues.  I have an entire 

subscription.”!   

Can we trust in God? We need to trust in God’s control.  We are not here to 

understand God.  We can’t.  That is beyond us.  It’s hard to hear this, but God doesn’t owe us 

explanations.  Explanations have nothing to do with our responsibilities towards God.  We 

are here to love God and to trust in God. 

 Jesus tried to teach this.  He taught us to let go of our need to control.  Take today’s 

story of the young man with many possessions.  Was Jesus condemning possessions?  No.  

He was condemning the importance of this young man’s possessions to him.  Jesus asked 

him to sell everything he owned and give it to the poor, and then he could follow him.  But 

the young man couldn’t do it.  Not even to gain eternal life!  He couldn’t let go.  Talk about 

control issues!  

 Jesus wasn’t condemning wealth.  He was condemning an unhealthy relationship 

with wealth.  His society was used to people who felt they could buy God’s attention with 

large expensive sacrifices.  But Jesus knew that none of that mattered.  What matters is our 

hearts.  What is in our hearts?  

 Ultimately, Jesus asks that we acknowledge that whatever we have and whatever we 

are, are God’s.  When I lift up our offerings and ask God to bless them before the Eucharist, I 

always say, and I ask you all to say it with me, “All things come of you, O God, and of your 

own have we given you.”  Everything, all we have or think we have, comes from you, God.  

We are returning just a portion of what is already yours.  

 Control – our need to control everything is something we need to let go of.  And let 

God.  We need to acknowledge God as the one in charge – and then we need to trust. 

 God’s in charge.  We’re not.  God’s in control.  We’re not.  God is God.  We’re not. 

And thank God for that! 

 


