
What Does Belonging To A Church Mean to You? 
 

   People join churches for lots of different reasons. Some are just looking for a place to belong. 

Some are looking for a Christian community that holds Christian beliefs that are exactly like or 

similar to their own. Some folks are looking for a club with members they can feel pretty 

confident are nice people. Some people want a church that holds political views similar to their 

own. Some people want a church that holds social views similar to their own. People look for a 

safe environment for their children.  

   People can come into a church with a lot of expectations. But should the church have 

expectations? 

   Most people expect to be asked to support the work of the church. Most people expect that 

this means monetary support. And there is no doubt that churches need monetary support. 

   But even more important is the support of your presence. Presence. Just being here - for 

services - for special events - for the fun times - for the sad times. When we grieve, we grieve 

together. When we laugh, we laugh together. We may not always agree, but we support each 

other - because Jesus teaches us to support each other and to love each other as much as we 

love ourselves. 

   Do you have members of your family that you’d like to strangle? Fess up! Sure you do! Does 

that mean you don’t love each other? NO! Presence means being a caring member of the Body 

of Christ. Presence means recognizing your own importance to the health of the body of the 

Christ, to the health of the Church. We are, each of us, necessary to the healthy working of the 

Church. 

   Does that mean hanging around the edges waiting to see what happens? No! That means 

recognizing that all of us, each of us, is the Church. And because We Are The Church, we are 

all Responsible To The Church. We are responsible for each other. This is a responsibility of 

joy that leads to grace. 

    Are you a living, functioning “cog” in the divine, living machinery of COGS? Of Church of 

the Good Shepherd? 

    We are beginning a new ministry here. We are reaching out to our neighbors and letting 

them know or reminding them what this stone and brick building with the pretty windows is all 

about. We are telling them what we’re all about. We are a Household of God and our hearts 

and our doors are always open for them.    

Please commit to attending or helping at our COGS Block Party on Saturday, July 20, 4-8 pm. 

Let’s be good neighbors together. 

 

Blessings! 

Mother Susan+ 


