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T h e Pr esid ent 's C or ner   

A NEW TOUCHSTONE ?  A NEW MODEL GOING FORWARD

I have been homebound for the last 65 days. It does not 
look very promising for much business travel before the 
year?s end. This pandemic crisis has been a real 
wake-up call for the world. A reminder that God is 
still in control, we are not.

We particularly extend our heartfelt 
sympathy to all who have lost a loved one, have 
family and friends in the hospital, or a health 
care community. These same prayers of hope 
for a better tomorrow go out to the millions 
who have lost their jobs, as well as the first 
responders, caregivers, and those out there 
propping up our supply chain of food and other 
necessities. We are all in this together.  

We need a new direction or plan of attack.  
As in any war, we could encounter friction?  
meaning situations out of our control that take us 
off our course. How we handle those conditions is 
how we are judged in the history books. Where are we 
headed, Lord God?

Most of you reviewing this column do not know that I have 
been journaling for over 29 years, reading the Bible daily and using 
Forward Day by Day. This has been a true gift from God the Father.  
I am unable to tell you how many coincidences I have 
encountered the last five years in my study. Coincidence is 
defined as God acting anonymously.  

On this past Saturday morning, my readings had some 
remarkable insight:

1 Thessalonians 1:4 For we know, brothers and 
sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you.

2 Thessalonians 3:1-18; v. 4, And we have 
confidence in the Lord concerning you, that you 
are doing and will go on doing the things we 
command.

Matthew 7: 13-21; v. 14  For the gate is narrow 
and the road is hard that leads to life, and 
there are few who find it. 

These are very powerful words for one to digest.  However, 
trusting in the Lord to take good care of us, we shall move forward 
as commanded.  

Our new Touchstone has several 
primary object ives:

- Health and safety through physical 
distancing when appropriate

- Communicat ions (touching each 
other by word of mouth and action) 
meeting via social media platforms 
including Zoom, Google Hangouts, 
and Microsoft Teams on a regular 
basis to assure everyone is well

- Nat ional off ice produced 
webinars via Zoom:  New Member 

Orientation; Chapter Officer 
Development; and Diocesan Coordinator 

and Assembly Officers Leadership 
Training. Schedules will be posted soon on 

www.BrothersAndrew.net

- Weekly Bible Studies with staggered hours and 
days, focused on providing programming to smaller parishes 
and Members-at-Large. Special requests for Bible study topics 
will be honored on a first come, first-served basis whenever 
possible

- Monthly mission-related webinars around the Brotherhood 
mission focus areas 

- Podcasts ? short bursts on topical items

- Weekly programs suitable for adult church school

- We should also be prepared to help those who are looking 
for work, are  sick or disabled, or simply unable to drive to 
medical appointments, the grocery store, or other essential 
destinations.

- Promote telephone t rees in every Chapter that will include all 
men in the congregation. 

We welcome any and all success stories around these 
initiatives for sharing with the Brotherhood men?s ministry 
community. We also welcome examples and stories that 
display human acts of kindness, especially examples 
involving the ministry of our Brotherhood Chapters.

Lastly, if you have comments on our Touchstone efforts, 
call 502-450-5640, text 502-889-6080 or email us at  
info@BrothersAndrew.net. Be safe out there.

B lessings, J ef f

Jeff Butcher, President
jeff.butcher@brothersandrew.net

http://www.brothersandrew.net
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The entire country, the 
world for that matter, is in a 
time we haven?t seen in 
over 100 years? a 
pandemic. At the same 
time, millions of young 
adults are walking through 
a ?virtual? graduation from 
high school and college. 
Such is the case in my own 
life with my only child. So, 
you see, this hits very close 
to home with me. Perhaps 
you have children, grandchildren, or other family 
facing the same.

Part of me wishes I were back in business school 
as an underclassman. Reason being? we have no 
?playbook? for this right now. It would be very 
interesting to hear the professors pontificate through 
this chaos. Yes, it would be a little nerve-wracking, as 
well, if I were sacked with student loans and little to 
no job prospects. Grad schools are sure to have an 
enrollment uptick in August as that?s the first thing 
many will do rather than hit the job market this 
summer. 

I?ve probably had more access than most in our 
ministry fellowship for personal encounters with those 
in the Class of 2020, at both the high school and 
college levels. What I am seeing is a searching for 
purpose, identity and meaning. It?s stunning to see the 
ever-increasing number of tattoos on what you would 
think were intelligent people. Many of these same 
people are putting more pierced holes in their bodies 
than the good lord ever intended. All of it to make a 
statement of some sort.

I wonder though. How many of them are looking to 
those things eternal? How can we expect them to look 
in the Word of God when fully half of them have 
grown up with no father at home and/ or no example 
of such from family? I wonder how many of us help 
show ?the way, the truth and the light? by how we live 

as much or more than 
what we say. 

I?ve found myself asking 
these young adults 
directly about what their 
hopes, dreams and 
ambitions may be. When it 
looks to them like we have 
little in common from 
personal appearances, 
they become intrigued at 
genuine conversation.  
Listen to what they say. 

Ask more questions. One of them said to me, ?You?re 
the first person who I think really finds value in who I 
am.? I shared with this particular child of God that God 
had fashioned them from the time they were in their 
mother?s womb, loving them completely and wanting 
relationship with them. They, as they are, could make 
and to show the world the Light of Christ through 
them. The question for them was how. Statements like 
that cause pause. Mission accomplished. When we 
cause pause, God steps in.

Dear readers, we have a wonderful opportunity to 
give encouragement to those who are stepping into a 
world they had not envisioned just three or four years 
earlier, from the high school graduate to the 
recently-graduated seminarian. NONE of them signed 
up for what we now see. ?Give us understanding, that 
we may learn your commandments? is a good place to 
start. That is what we?ve been about as Brothers since 
1883.

There?s a seaman?s term called ?sounding.? It is a 
method to understand the depth of the sea. You, oaks 
of righteousness and truth, stretch out your hands?  
virtually or otherwise amidst COVID-19? and make 
yourselves a sounding. Point to those things eternal, 
won?t you? May God bless you and others as you do.

Tom Welch, Execut ive Director
tom.welch@brothersandrew.net

D ir ect ly Sp eak ing

 COMMENCEMENT 2020 AND SOUNDINGS
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30 DAYS OF FINDING GOD?S PEACE

By Kathy Copas, Editor 

Nourishing Your Brotherhood Chapter In a 
Time of Coronavirus Uncertainty

Day One

Examine in depth your current personal 
prayer life. Update your prayer list and 
reorder a time and method for your 
personal prayer discipline.   

Day Two

Make a list of ten things you are thankful 
for amidst the Coronavirus crisis. It may be 
having more time at home with your 
family, having the financial resources to 

provide for yourself and those you love, or just something as 
simple as a beautiful Spring day. Post this list where you can 
readily see it and add one or two items to it each day.

As the Coronavirus crisis continues and many of the tools of spiritual connection we have come 
to rely upon? from church attendance to Chapter breakfast meetings? elude us, our daily 
challenge as Brothers is to discern new ways to connect and serve. Here are a few to try. Let us 
know what has worked for you by writing us at editor@brothersandrew.net

Day Three

Make a list of your Chapter members and 
their contact information. Share it with 
other members of your Chapter. Call at 
least one member of your Chapter each 

day to see how they are doing.

Day Four

Make it a point to get eight hours of sleep 
each night 

Day Five

Take advantage of the Spring weather to 
plant and grow something? flowers, 
veggies, or herbs to use in cooking.

Day Six

Develop a discipline of exercise during the 
days you are at home. This may be a 
good time to try something new to stay fit, 
from walking around the neighborhood to 

researching and trying some yoga.

Day Seven

Think of those you typically serve as a 
Chapter or congregation? persons who are 
hungry or homeless, those who are in 
prison, perhaps veterans with medical or 

transportation needs. Give some thought about how you still 
might be present and talk with your clergy or Chapter 
president about it.    

Day Eight

Tackle a long-neglected job around the 
house. Repair a lamp. Clean a closet. Wax 
the car. Anything that will give you a 
feeling of accomplishment.

Day Nine

Go on a media diet. Remember? eight 
hours a day of cable news around the 
crisis can add to your level of anxiety. 

Day Ten

Develop a personal ministry of note 
writing. Send a card or handwritten note 
to others who may appreciate hearing 
from you. Remember especially the 

shut-ins from your church who are living alone. 

mailto:editor@brothersandrew.net
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Day Eleven   

Plan your grocery list carefully and 
re-learn the art of cooking. Treat yourself 
several times each week to your favorite 
recipes.     

Day Twelve

Google how to Skype and do Facetime 
using your computer or smartphone. Enlist 
a young family member or neighbor to 
practice with you. Then, teach at least one 

other person from your Chapter how to communicate 
through these methods, too.

Day Thirteen

Learn about Zoom conferencing, starting 
with the article in this issue of The Cross. 
Sign up for a free Zoom account and set 
up a simple Zoom conference with fellow 

members of your Chapter. Make it especially fun at first, like 
calling it a BYOB (Bring Your Own Breakfast) gathering just 
to check in with each other and share some prayer. 

Day Fourteen

Pick an organization or program in your 
community you have always been curious 
about.  Research and call someone up 
from that organization and tell them you 

want to learn more. They will likely have more time during 
quarantine to talk with you.

Day Fifteen

Read a book you?ve always meant to 
tackle. 

Day Sixteen

Research spiritual practices through 
Google. Pick out a new spiritual practice 
you would like to try and incorporate it 
into your prayer life.

Day Seventeen

Don?t forget to stay connected with your 
family, wherever they are. Plan a ?virtual 
family reunion? via Zoom conferencing. 

Day Eighteen

Review your medications and develop a 
plan to ensure you won't run out, working 
with your physicians and pharmacy to stay 
a couple of months ahead on your 

medications supply.  

Day Nineteen

Begin a weekly Zoom Bible study and 
prayer session for your Chapter.

Day Twenty

Do some reflection and planning around 
your end-of-life wishes. It doesn?t mean 
you?re planning to check out soon. It 
simply means you are wise. Think about 

what extraordinary life-saving measures you would prefer (or 
not) in the event of critical illness. What are your funeral 
plans and preferences? And, have you created a will or 
trust? Do your loved ones know what your wishes around 
these important issues? Now is a good time to begin to have 
these conversations ? and even a time to think about your 
Planned Giving legacy with the Brotherhood of St. Andrew.       

Day Twenty-One

Find something to celebrate each 
day? and do it!

Day Twenty-Two

Talk with your clergy and get a list of men 
and youth in your congregation who aren?t 
a part of your Chapter. Call each one over 
a period of days and? with the help of 

your other Chapter members? talk about the Brotherhood 
and invite them to be a part of your Chapter. (You can even 
hold a Zoom gathering for potential Chapter members.)  

Day Twenty-Three

Go to that big box of photographs you 
have laying around. Write on the back of 
each photograph who is in the picture and 
where/ when it was taken. (Your survivors 

will thank you one day!)

Continued on page 6.
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YOUR GIFTS HELP SUPPORT OUR 
AREAS OF MISSION FOCUS AND OTHER 
WORK OF THE BROTHERHOOD OF ST. 
ANDREW

Brotherhood of St . Andrew
620 S. 3rd Street, Suite 203
Louisville KY 40202
502-450-5640 or 724-266-5810 

Brothersandrew.net
Info@brothersandrew.net

Scan this code to be 
taken direct ly to our 
giving site. 

Day Twenty-Four

Research and make a list of every 
organization in your community that may 
be a good possible partner with your 
Chapter on your mission projects. Talk it 

over with other Brothers and begin forging some 
relationships now. 

Day Twenty-Five

Become a good steward and monitor of 
social media. If you see a friend posting 
inaccurate information on Facebook or 

another social media tool, quietly and 
respectfully contact them and share your observations, 
giving them an opportunity to correct it.   

Day Twenty-Seven

Do some longer-range planning with 
your Chapter leadership team. The 
Coronavirus crisis won?t last forever. What 
should your Chapter be working on right 

now to get ready for things to resume a bit more normalcy? 
And what are some strategies for your annual events at a 
time when everything seems tentative?  

Day Twenty-Six

Take some time to finally develop those 
Brotherhood membership tools you?ve 
always meant to create. Work on a 
member brochure, set up a Chapter 

Facebook page, prepare a church newsletter article, or work 
on a simple website while you actually have some extra 
time.

Day Twenty-Eight

Read more about the seven mission areas of 
Brotherhood focus. Learn more about each of 
them and ponder how they might relate to 
your local community.   

Day Twenty-Nine

If you aren?t already doing it, put out a 
feeder or two in your yard and feed the 
birds! You?ll quickly become fascinated 
with them.  

Day Thirty   

Take photos and write observations to 
document this remarkable time in your 
personal history and in our collective 
history. Remember? what we are all going 

through together right now will be in the history books for 
decades to come!      

Prayer Request s

502-450-5809
Info@BrothersAndrew.net  

 Prayer Times During 
t he Heal t h Crisis

11:45 a.m. EDT 
Wednesdays 

 Brot herhood of  St . Andrew

Unit ed in 
Prayer

30 DAYS OF FINDING GOD?S PEACE

Continued from page 5,.
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It has become one of the go-to technology buzzwords 
during the Coronavirus isolation period. Zoom conferencing is 
a simple, easy way to connect groups of people from across 
the street or around the world for conversation and 
collaboration. It is like a virtual conference or meeting area 
where you can see and hear others via their computer or 
smartphone. The Brotherhood of St. Andrew Executive Board, 
with members scattered throughout many different parts of 
the country and time zones, is accustomed to using Zoom 
technology. But, many of you have indicated it is all new to 
you and you?re not quite sure how to use it or for what 
purposes.

HERE ARE SOME BASIC TIPS TO HELP YOU WITH ALL OF THIS.

1. Zoom can be used to bring your Brothers together for 
Chapter meetings, Bible study, or just some social or 
education/ workshop time. There is literally no end to what 
you can do, assembling groups of every size for things you 
would normally do in a meeting or conference room setting 
where all are physically present. 
       Yes? you can even have a good old-fashioned 
Brotherhood breakfast meeting! The only difference is that 
each participant brings their own breakfast and enjoys it in 
their own home in front of their own computer or 
smartphone! Chapters throughout the church are 
increasingly using Zoom technology to carry on the regular 
meetings of their Chapter, later finding out Zoom can also 
be a joyful way to simply stay connected and chat during 
this time when we are all isolated from each other.

2. The Brotherhood of St. Andrew has just expanded the 
number of professional Zoom accounts we have available 
for all of our Chapters to use church wide. If you would like 
to use a Brotherhood Zoom account, contact Michelle Gelok 
(admin@brothersandrew.net) on the national Brotherhood 
staff for access and help.

3. You can also set up your own personal or Chapter 
account. With the limitations of gatherings of no more than 
50 people and less than 40 minutes in duration, Zoom is 
free. Beyond those limitations, there is a cost schedule for 
the type of Zoom plan you may want. If you want to learn 
more about various plans and costs, go to zoom.us. There, 
you can also view a tutorial on how to use Zoom and get 
additional tips to ensure your Zoom gatherings are a 
success. There is a good and easily accessible service 
assistance component that is a part of Zoom.

4. You may want to begin by getting access to a Zoom 
account (one of the Brotherhood?s or your own) and 
experimenting with a Zoom meeting with your core 
leadership team until you feel confident and comfortable 

with the technology.

a. To set up a Zoom meeting, use your log in information 
(you can also use your Google account or Facebook) to 
sign in at zoom.us and select ?Host a Meeting.? 

b.Zoom will then install the software and prompts you need 
to get started inviting your participants. (You will also want 
to arrow down to the ?Start With Video? option so you can 
be seen on the screen when the meeting begins.) 

c. Persons you invite to your meeting will receive an emailed 
invitation and a link from Zoom to connect at the 
appointed time. The link will take your participants directly 
to your meeting. All they will need to do beyond that is 
click on the computer icons enabling the camera on their 
computer and the audio (sound). Participants do have the 
option of choosing audio without video, according to their 
own personal preference. As the meeting convener, you 
will want to explain early on that Zoom works best when 
participants keep their microphones muted (via the icon 
on their display screen) unless they are speaking. This 
helps to eliminate ambient noise in each participant?s 
surroundings (i.e. dogs barking, clocks chiming, children 
crying). Beyond that, there are some more advanced 
applications you can explore and use as your become 
more comfortable with Zoom. But, this will get you up and 
running!

At this time when we are physically separated due to the 
pandemic, Zoom is a great gift in our midst. And, even when it 
is safe for us to once again gather, a Zoom connection will 
allow our Chapter members who are ill or infirm to continue to 
be in the same room with us from the comfort of their own 
homes!

How will you and your Chapter use Zoom? Be sure to 
share your stories about what you did and how it worked at 
editor@brothersandrew.net..

READY? SET? ZOOM!

Members of the 
Kingfisher Chapter of 
the Brotherhood of St. 
Andrew/ Christ 
Episcopal Church in 
Shaker Heights, Ohio 
and the Living Waters 
Chapter of Daughters 
of the King recently got 
together for a National 
Day of Prayer 
gathering via Zoom.

mailto:admin@brothersandrew.net
https://zoom.us/
https://zoom.us/
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 Patrick L. Brantley, a Junior Brotherhood Member of the 
Trinity Chapter in Fredericksburg, 
Virginia, is a young man who is 
motivated to help and serve others in 
his school, church, and community.  
This motivation has been a primary 
factor in Patrick achieving the rank of 
Eagle Scout? the highest rank in the 
Boy Scouts of America. Only four 
percent of Scouts have earned this rank 
after a lengthy review process and 
completion of a service project 
demonstrating leadership.

  Patrick selected a project to tear 
down and replace railings on a 40-foot 
long bridge used for foot traffic on the 
cross country trail at his high school, 
Fredericksburg Academy, where he is 
a junior. The bridge is along a wooded 
trail used by the school's cross country 
team for practice and meets. The 
bridge deck was in good shape but 
the railings and supports were in dire 
need of repair. As a member of the 
school cross country team, the project 
had personal meaning for Patrick, in 
addition to benefiting the school 
community.  In the past, school staff would need to 
periodically go out to repair the railings and replace the 
chicken wire fencing on the sides. This new and more solid 
structure is intended to last longer, which not only means less 
frequent work to repair, but less expense for materials. It is also 
much nicer looking than the old structure.

     In addition to Patrick earning the Eagle Scout rank, he also 

has been honored by his peers, being recognized in the Boys 
Scouts? Order of the Arrow (OA) with the Vigil Honor due to 
his outstanding leadership. The Order of the Arrow is a 
youth led honor group in the BSA. 

    Chris Brantley, Patrick?s father, is also a member of 
the Trinity Brotherhood Chapter and serves as the 
Advancement Chair for Patrick?s unit, Troop 165.  He was 
a primary influence on his son joining the Boy Scouts.  
According to Patrick, ?Dad had a friend who was a 
leader in Cub Scouts so, when I was in the first grade, 
my parents signed me up and I loved it. It stayed 
interesting through the Cub Scout years and continued 
to be interesting and fun after I bridged over to Boy 
Scouts. It continues to be fun and interesting a decade 
later.?

Patrick, now 17 years of age, has been attending 
meetings with his dad for several years. He shared that 
this practice allowed him to explore faith development 

in a smaller group setting among men that he knew, with the 
opportunity to hear them talk about their own beliefs and faith 
journey. He has helped with the Brotherhood Chapter?s 
community service events, including Rebuilding Together, a 
program which allows him to help others who cannot afford 
to properly repair their homes.  

 Michele Brantley, Patrick?s mother, is the Assistant 
Treasurer for Trinity, and his younger brother, Matthew, often 
accompanies Patrick as an acolyte during Sunday morning 
church service.  According to the Trinity Senior Warden, Claire 
Curcio, Patrick is a faithful and dedicated volunteer at the 
church, especially with helping out on an outreach effort to 
provide food and finances to Fredericksburg community 
residents who are in need.  

JUNIOR BROTHERHOOD MEMBER ACHIEVES EAGLE SCOUT RANK

Troop 153 at St. John?s Episcopal Church, Tulsa, continues to thrive with 70 Scouts registered. This photo was taken in 
the church just before a Court of Honor where three Eagle Scout Ranks were awarded, along with 30 other Rank 
Advancements and over 50 Merit Badges. About 30 Scouts 
and leaders also attended Scout Sunday services this year at 
St. John?s, where Scouts did all of the readings and ushering. 

Earlier this spring, the church?s Brotherhood Chapter 
co-hosted a Chili Dinner in cooperation with the Troop and 
raised about $2,000 for a Leadership Training Scholarship and 
to ensure that no Scout is ever prevented from participating in 
Troop activities due to economic hardship. The Brotherhood 
Chapter has been a strong supporter of the Troop for over 50 
years and is a major reason why Troop 153 continues to thrive 
in spite of an overall decline in Scout membership nationwide. 
This is a great model of how a Brotherhood Chapter can help 
build youth leadership through scouting and encourage 
greater Brotherhood membership, as well.   

? Charlie Nutter, Active Brotherhood member

By Jim Carlock, Trinity Chapter, Fredericksburg, Virginia

BOY SCOUT TROOP 153 IN TULSA, OK, CONTINUES TO EXCEL  
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There are select few organizations that have 
federal charters authorized by Congress and signed 
into being by the President of the United States.  The 
first one was in 1908 incorporating the Brotherhood of 
St. Andrew. President Teddy Roosevelt, a Brotherhood 
member, made it known that our charge was to 
disciple men and youth to Christ.

Another organization we recognize today is the 
Boy Scouts of America, now known as Scouting.  
President Woodrow Wilson signed into law the 
Federal Charter for Scouting in 1916.

Robert Baden-Powell, the son of an Anglican 
Priest, started the Boy Scouts in 1910.  At the same 
time his sister Agnes Baden-Powell began the Girl 
Guides Movement. 

The first scout meeting (in the colonies) was held 
in an Episcopal Church in Texas in 1912.  The 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew members were present 
and participated as scouting leaders.  Our involvement 
continues to this day.  

The men?s ministry program through the 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew went through some dark 
times in 2006 to 2015.  Our come back story started in 
2015 with a decision to convert us from a top down to 
a bottom up organization.

For me, it began when we proceeded to return to 
some of our roots.  We wanted to have a mission and 
resources to help local parishes Disciple men and 
youth to Christ.

To us, Scouting was a natural.  Consequently, we 
appointed Ed Milbrada as our Vice-President, Youth 
and Scouting.  Ed and I would meet for lunch on a 
periodic basis to plan the future.  We also learned that 
Ed had grown up in Cumberland, MD as a Roman 
Catholic.  My grandmother?s parish was Immanuel 
Episcopal Church. He knew it well,  because of its 
history. We also discovered that Ed caught a train with 
other scouts going to the 1960 National Jamboree in 
Colorado Springs.  I caught the same train in 
Cleveland, OH.  We never met but the coincidence 
going forward was striking.  

Through Ed?s dedication, the Brotherhood and 
Scouting entered into the very first Memorandum of 
Understanding in October 2016 in Dallas Texas. His 
efforts did not stop there either. He continues to serve 
on the Religious Denominational Committee for 
Scouting.  He was responsible for such things as 
helping the Brotherhood becoming a co-sponsor for 

providing Bibles at Philmont Boy Scout ranch.  
Scouting impacts our local communities with over 

1,500 parishes participating to support nearly 40,000 
boys and girls today.  This enables these young adults 
to be become more aware of their spirituality and 
relationship to God.  Thank you, Ed Milbrada.

Today, the Brotherhood of St. Andrew national and 
international 
organization 
has six other 
missions 
besides 
Scouting.  We 
are in 462 
parishes with 
over 5,400 
members.

To 
illustrate our 
comeback 
story, 
Presiding 
Bishop 
Michael 
Curry, a 
30-year member of the Brotherhood, invited our 
Executive Director and I to address the House of 
Bishops this past September.  It was the first time in 87 
years that we had this privilege.  

We change people?s lives.  And I could not think of 
a better person to represent us than Ed Milbrada.

HONORING ED MILBRADA AND THE PROUD TRADITION OF 
BROTHERHOOD SUPPORT FOR SCOUTING

By Charles Nutter, St. John's Episcopal Church, Tulsa, OK

Ed Milbrada receives the St. George Award, the 
highest religious award given in Scouting, from 

Brotherhood of St. Andrew President Jeff Butcher (who is 
wearing his own St. George Award). The award was given 

to Ed on Scouting Sunday at his home parish. 

June 24-26, 2021 

- Harbor View Royal Sonesta 
- Balt imore, Maryland 

SAVE THE DATE 

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL 
MEETING OF THE BROTHERHOOD 

OF ST ANDREW

WATCH FOR MORE DETAILS SOON!  
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I have been involved in support 
programs for veterans since 2009. It all 
started when I was asked to take the lead in a 
relatively new ministry for veterans at St. Peter 
and St. Paul in Marietta, GA. The parish had 
some ideas and some initial efforts underway 
at the time. When I was asked to lead the 
development of this ministry, I talked with the 
folks who were already involved and found 
what they were doing was really inspiring 
work. I decided I did want to be part of it and 
work with them to build upon what they had 
already started. So, I signed up.

Shortly after starting this new ministry 
effort, I was introduced to a new concept that 
had been birthed in our parish by our rector 
and two of our parishioners (all of them had 
military backgrounds). Their concept was to 
create a list of programs our parish was 
involved in, and other programs they knew 
would be helpful to veterans, document 
them, present these plans to other 
congregations and invite them to join us in a 
network that? hopefully? would grow 
exponentially for the purpose of supporting 
veterans and their families. These network 
members were called VFC?s, or 
Veteran-Friendly Congregations.

Over time, the more interaction I had with 
the Veteran-Friendly Congregations group 
and its plans and efforts, the more I really 
appreciated what they were doing for the 
veterans in our community and beyond. 
Eventually, I was asked to help them directly 
as a volunteer. I gladly pitched in and soon 
realized this program was a new and exciting 
way to establish ?grassroots? faith-based 
veterans support organizations in multiple 
locations. The leaders of this initiative were 
inspiring lots of other congregations to join 
with their infectious spirit and I really wanted 
to be part of that, too.

The Veteran Friendly Congregation (VFC) 
network is designed to help congregation 
members maintain an awareness of the 
existence and needs of those sacrificing their 
time and effort to support our country. The 
organization that started this network had as 
its motto:

?To care for those who have borne the 
battle, and their spouses, children, and 
families.?

Although not original (this is a line from 
the 2nd inaugural speech by Abraham 
Lincoln), this statement really hits the mark on 
what this ministry exists to support and 
nurture. These words also became the motto 
for the Veterans Administration in 1959.

In 2016, I was asked to join the executive 
team of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew as the 
Vice-President of Veteran's Ministries. I was 
honored to be considered and invited to join 
them in this ministry focus and, after a short 
time considering the work involved, I agreed 
to give it my best effort. An important factor in 
my agreeing to do this was the fact that the 
VFC network was now a critical tool of this 
ministry for the Brotherhood of St. Andrew.

Additionally, in our church wide 
Brotherhood ministry, we are partnered with 
the Military Chaplains Association (MCA) in 
our efforts to build this network. They are 
training Chaplains around the country on the 
network plans and how they can recruit 
congregations to join and? maybe more 
importantly? how they can train our 
congregations in ministry to veterans. I have 
enjoyed the relationships I have made with so 
many Chaplains in the MCA. Their ability to 
provide excellent care, both for spiritual and 
physical healing of veterans, gives me great 
hope that this partnership will succeed in its 
mission.

In my role with the Brotherhood, I get 
great joy out of each new member 
congregation that joins. They always bring 
with them new ideas for veteran support and 
new energy. Each new member also 
enhances our ability to reach new areas of 
the country or fill in a region to make it a 
tighter network.

Finally, I cherish the stories I hear and 
read about from the network members. 
Whether it is sharing a big success or 
addressing a request for help or advice, the 
communication with a member always 
makes me thank God for the ones who are 
out there making the effort each day to ?care 
for those who have borne the battle; and their 
spouses, children and families.?

The photo on our cover and here is a  
scanning electron microscope image that 
shows the new coronavirus (yellow) among 
human cells (blue, pink and purple). (Color 

has been added to the image to better show 
the virus and its environment.) (Image credit: 

NIAID-RML)

VETERAN MINISTRIES AND CHAPLAINCY: 
MY OWN EXPERIENCE

By Everett Price, Vice-President Veteran's Ministries, Brotherhood of St. Andrew

How Can My Chapter Get  

Involved and Help 

Veterans?

1. Go to moreinfo.news/ VFC and read 

more about Veterans Ministries in the 

Brotherhood of St. Andrew

2. Talk informally with local 

veterans-related organizations in your 

community, including veterans health 

care clinics and hospitals and America 

Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars 

(VFW) organizations. Find out what 

needs are important to fill.

3. Talk with your clergy and vestry or 

bishop?s committee. Explore possible 

ministry partnerships with them, also 

asking about others in the community 

who could be enlisted to help..

4. Explore ecumenical partners in your 

community, as well as service 

organizations such as the Elks, Rotary, 

and Lions Club. 

5. Talk with some school and 

college-related clubs or fraternities 

who may be willing to help.

6. Talk with retirement communities and 

their activity directors about their 

potential involvement.

7. Employ your Brotherhood Chapter 

leadership team as the core of a 

community steering group around 

local veterans programs. Be sure to 

identify and involve some veterans as 

a critical part of leading your effort.

Tell us what you did and how it 

worked! editor@brothersandrew.net

https://brothersandrew.net/Ministries/veteran-friendly-congregation.html
mailto:editor@brothersandrew.net
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Brothers at Holy Comforter Episcopal Church in Gadsden, 
AL, are really revved up and in high gear when it comes to 
feeding their community. On the 4th Friday of each month, 

they make 200 sack lunches for a ministry in town that feeds the 
hungry, calling it their Brown Bag Ministry. On the 1st Saturday of each month, they 
distribute 60 large plastic bags of 
groceries to persons in need in their 
area. In preparation, on the evening 
before, they purchase nine grocery 
items in quantities of 60 of each 
item. They then assemble one each 
of the nine items in each of the 60 
bags. They call this their Beans & 
Rice Ministry, as two of the nine 
items in each bag are large sacks of 
rice and beans.

At other times of the year, the 
Brothers fulfill other community 
needs, including racial reconciliation 
projects, clothing distribution, and 
partnering on events with the 
Salvation Army.  The Chapter always 
encourages all of the church?s 
members and day school children to 
participate in the ministries. 
Together, they are making a real 
impact on their community. 

BROWN BAG MINISTRY IN GADSDEN, AL, SERVES 
COMMUNITY IN COUNTLESS WAYS
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THE MORE I NEED YOU, LORD JESUS

The more I seek you, the more I am at peace.
The more I sin, the more I need Your forgiveness.
The more I ask for Your forgiveness, the more I am 

grateful for Your grace.
The more I hurt others, the more I need you and I ask 

for their forgiveness.
The more my temptations lead me astray, the more I 

need you.
The more I miss praying, the more I ask to be called 

back.
The more I forget to study, the more I need Your 

Word.
The more I hurt, the more I need Your comfort.
The more I feel alone, the more I need Your 

companionship.
The more I feel unworthy, the more I know how much 

You love me, and died for my sins.
The more my relationship grows with You, the more I 

want to tell others who are seeking You.
The more I need Your healing, the more I know You 

are performing miracles in my life and in the lives 
of so many others.

? A Prayer by Robert J. Dennis, Past President, Brotherhood of St. Andrew

The beautiful St. Andrew?s window at St. 
Clement?s Anglican Church in El Paso, TX

 Congratulations to Ken Courter, St. David?s Episcopal Church in Ashburn, VA.  His story ?A 
Brother?s Story: Hope and Healing Many Miles from Home? (The Cross September 2019) 
about a crisis of becoming ill on a trip to Russia and encountering support from Brothers 
and others thousands of miles away, won our first-ever Brotherhood story sharing contest. 
He won a Brotherhood cap and shirt. 

The contest resumes right now! Submit your personal story (editor@brothersandrew.net) 
over the next six months and our panel of judges will select another winner. 

Congratulations to Ken and thanks to all who shared these wonderful stories. 

Congrat ulat ions t o t he Winner of  Our Story Sharing Contest !

mailto:editor@brothersandrew.net
mailto:editor@brothersandrew.net
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On February 21, 2020, twenty-six 
Episcopal men from around 
northeast Florida gathered at Camp 
Weed and Cerveny Conference 
Center in Live Oak Florida for a 24 

hour retreat. The theme of the retreat was Prayer, 
Study and Service. The retreat speaker was The 
Reverend Canon Fletcher Montgomery from Holy 
Trinity Parish, Gainesville FL.

Father Fletcher challenged us to be deliberate 
in the upcoming Lenten season, to do something 
positive such as praying and/ or studying more 
often. Throughout the weekend we shared our 
experiences in trying to live by the Brotherhood 
tenets:  our successes, our failures and our desire to 
improve.

On Saturday morning Camp Director Thomas Frazer gave us an 
update on camp improvements, summer camp plans and the 
upcoming capital campaign for camp renovation and additional 
camp improvements.

We celebrated Morning and Evening Prayers throughout the 
retreat. Our last session, which included a service of Holy Eucharist,  
was held in the beautiful Mandy?s Chapel overlooking White Lake. 

This was the first men?s retreat sponsored by the Holy Trinity Brotherhood of St.  Andrew, Chapter 79S, in 
several years. Some men had been to previous Brotherhood retreats but, for many, a men?s retreat was a new 
experience. The retreat was deemed a success, with requests to have another in the next year.

 L to R:
Bill Miller, Rector of 

Christ Episcopal Church 
in Covington, Louisiana

Archbishop Greg 
Kerr-Wilson of the 

Anglican Province in 
Calgary, Canada

Rev. Dr. Scott Stoner, 
Founder of Living 

Compass Wellness 
Ministries

MEN'S MINISTRY RETREAT AT THE SOLOMON EPISCOPAL CENTER IN LORANGER, LA.

DIOCESE OF FLORIDA MEN?S RETREAT

The Chapel of the Holy Cross (photo Credit: 
Phillip Colwart)

Christ Episcopal Church in Covington, Louisiana, held a Men's Ministry Retreat in March
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Other items also 
available. For a 

l ist  and to order, 
download the 
order form at : 

the-cross.shopping/ order-form 
or contact  

admin@brothersandrew.net.

LET YOUR ANDREW OUT!  
Wear the Brotherhood Seal Proudly 
Makes great gifts to welcome your new members! 

White Ball Cap Navy Blue 
V-Neck Wind 

Shirt

Sport Grey Crew 
Neck Sweatshirt

Size: Adjustable

Price: $20 + 

shipping.

Sizes: XS - XL

Price: $42 + shipping.

Sizes: XS - XL

Price: $22 + shipping.

Sizes: 2X - 6X
Price: $44 + shipping.

Sizes: 2X - 6X

Price: $24 + shipping.

NEW FOR 2020!

PERSONALIZED APRON

 $20 + SHIPPING

STILL AVAILABLE

STAY IN THE CONVERSATION 
Stay connected with the 

Brotherhood of St. Andrew.

THE CROSS isthe official publication of the Brotherhood of 
St. Andrew, Inc. and is printed bimonthly. A digital 

publication is distributed monthly. Copyright ©2020 by 
The Brotherhood of St. Andrew, Inc, Louisville, Kentucky

Phone: 502-450-5640 or 
724-266-5810

Email : 
info@brothersandrew.net

# brstandrew

Website: 
brothersandrew.net

Address: 
620 S. 3rd Street, Suite 203 
Louisville KY  40202

Facebook: Brotherhood of 
St. Andrew USA 

(@brothersandrew.net)

Twit ter: @brstandrew

Instagram: 
@brotherhood1883

Submit  news for The Cross 
by the first of each month to 
editor@brothersandrew.net. 

Check out  addit ional 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew 
program resources at 
TheCross.online 

 Your purchases at Kroger and on Amazon 
can earn money for the Brotherhood's  
missions. Join in today. Small amounts really 
do add up!

- Go to www.kroger.com/
account/ communityrewards/

- Log in to your account or create one if you 
don't have one.

-Cl ick on the Enroll button then search for 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew or the code YE249.

-Cl ick on the Enroll button  on the result to 
complete the process.

-Go to smile.amazon.com/ about.

-Read how the program works.

-Fol low the directions to enroll and choose The 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew as your charity.

EVERY L ITTLE BIT HELPS!

http://the-cross.shopping/order-form
mailto:admin@brothersandrew.net
mailto:info@brothersandrew.net
http://brothersandrew.net
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