
 

Welcome to the Church of the Good Shepherd! 
We invite you to participate fully in our worship today. We are a community of people rooted in the 

Christian faith as expressed in the Episcopal Church and worldwide Anglican Communion. We are 

committed to responsible Bible teaching, unity, diversity, radical hospitality and beauty in worship. 

We care about each other, our community and our world. We hope you will be enriched and 

refreshed through this experience of worship. Wherever you are in your spiritual journey, please 

know that you are welcome here at Good Shepherd. 
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THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Proper 20 

 

 

September 20, 2020                                                                                                          10:00 A.M. 
 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
The Rev. Susan Osborne - Mott, Celebrant  

The Rev. Carl Dunn, Deacon 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
Welcome!  Everything you need to follow along and participate in worship today is in this program. 
Words in bold are read by all.  
 

The Acclamation                                                                                                                        BCP 355                                          
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People:  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever, Amen.  
 

Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

The Collect 
Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, 
while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

 

Old Testament                                                                                                                Jonah 3:10-4:11 
When God saw what the people of Nineveh did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed 
his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 

But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the LORD and said, 
“O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at 
the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for 
it is better for me to die than to live.” And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” Then Jonah 
went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it 
in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 

The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to 
save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But when dawn came up the 
next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. When the sun rose, God 
prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and 
asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 

But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry 
enough to die.” Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor 
and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. And should I not be 
concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty 
thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?” 

The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 



Psalm 145:1-8 
1 I will exalt you, O God my King, * 

and bless your Name for ever and ever. 

2 Every day will I bless you * 
and praise your Name for ever and ever. 

3 Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 
there is no end to his greatness. 

4 One generation shall praise your works to another * 
and shall declare your power. 

5 I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty * 
and all your marvelous works. 

6 They shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts, * 
and I will tell of your greatness. 

7 They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; * 
they shall sing of your righteous deeds. 

8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, * 
slow to anger and of great kindness. 

 
 

The Epistle                                                                                                                 Philippians 1:21-30 
To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and 
I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with 
Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced 
of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I 
may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or 
am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side 
with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them 
this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God's doing. For he has 
graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well-- 
since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
    
 

The Holy Gospel                                                                                                            Matthew 20:1-16 
Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 
laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into 
his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 
and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 
When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock 
he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle 
all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the 
vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and 
give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about five 
o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought 
they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they 
received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you 
have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he 
replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily 
wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I 



not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am 
generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

The Gospel of the Lord 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Homily                                                                                               Mother Susan 
                                                     

The Nicene Creed                                                                                                                     BCP 358 
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen.        
 

Prayers of the People:  
 

Lord, teach us to live in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Let us not be intimidated by 
opposition or criticism. Keep us firm in the faith you have set before us; through Christ who has 
triumphed and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

We pray for Christians in areas where they are oppressed, for those who face cynicism at work, for all 
who are afraid to confess their faith. We remember those seeking to spread the gospel in non-
Christian areas. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
help us and be gracious to us. 
 

Bless all employers with a spirit of fairness and grace. We remember all who have to line up for work, 
all who depend on Social Security. We pray for all who are without work, for those on low incomes, for 
those who cannot get work through prejudice or protection rackets. May all who prosper be generous 
and willing to share with the needy. We pray for all relief organizations. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
help us and be gracious to us. 
 

We thanks for our own work and our homes. We pray for all who supply us with the things we need. 
We remember homes where families go hungry, those who are in great debt, those who have had 
their homes repossessed. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
help and to be gracious to us. 
 

We remember all who are unable to work through disability. We pray for all who are handicapped, for 
all who are permanently on sickness benefit, for the chronically ill, for those who cannot do paid work 
because they are looking after a loved one who is ill.  
 

Lord, in your mercy 
help us and be gracious to us. 
 

We give thanks for all who have been faithful labourers for your harvest; may we rejoice with them in 
your love and generosity in your everlasting kingdom. 
 



Lord, in your mercy 
help us and be gracious to us. 
 

Celebrant: Gracious God, hear the fervent prayers of your people. And what we have asked faithfully, 
grant us effectually, as may be best for us. Amen. 
 

Confession of Sin 
 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Celebrant and People 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 
Celebrant    The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People        And also with you. 

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Eucharistic Prayer A 
The Offertory    
The Celebrant says: All things come of you, O God and of your own have we given you. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Eucharistic Prayer A                                                                                                        BCP 361              
 

The Celebrant says: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. For you are the source 
of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest. 
 

Then the Celebrant continues: Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for 
yourself, and when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you in your mercy, 
sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world.    
    

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when                                                                                                          
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 



After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 
 

The Celebrant continues: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 
and drink of new and unending life in him. 
 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

Agnus Dei                                                                                                                                        S164 
Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us. Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us. Jesus, 
redeemer, redeemer of the world: give us your peace, give us your peace.  
 

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

Everyone will soon be welcome at God's Table to receive Holy Communion or a blessing. Until that 
time we commune in spirit. 
 

Communion of the People  
 

Post Communion Prayer                                                                                          BCP 366 
Celebrant: Let us pray 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food  in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
                                                

The Dismissal 
 

 

Assisting at the Liturgy Today 
Lay Reader #1 – Shelly Harris 
             First and Second Reading 
Lay Reader #2 – Kristina Bergman Ryder 
              Psalm 
Prayers of the People – Chuck Lezenby 

 
 


