
We have good news to share! Our reopening plan has been approved by the Diocese of New Jersey,
and the Church of the Good Shepherd will reopen its familiar red doors starting in November.
We are excited to be able to open again, subject to the guidelines within this message to all of you.
Our first service in the sanctuary will take place on Sunday, November 1, at 10 a.m.

We understand that this is not the “complete” reopening that most of us wish for, as so many precautions 
must be maintained in the continuing interest of public health during this global pandemic. But the 
vestry and the diocese have worked hard to reopen our beautiful Good Shepherd under the safety 
guidelines you’ll read about here.

We will continue to share these services online, even as we reopen,
until we are ALL able to join together again.

All State of New Jersey mandates and diocesan directives will be recognized and followed. At this time, 
we are limited to 25% of capacity indoors (about 40 people in the sanctuary, 35 in the pews).

Masks are absolutely mandatory within the church building. A hand-sanitizing station will be 
established in the back of the church and also at specific points in the sanctuary. 

For the time being our Saturday and Sunday Masses will be spoken-word Masses without singing from 
the choir or congregation.

Subject to demand, an additional mass may be added in the future which would provide the opportunity 
for more people to worship in person while adhering to appropriate spacing and numbers.

Every other pew will be closed as the means of maintaining correct social distancing (see diagram for 
further details).

The Peace will be recognized from the altar but not exchanged. 

Although both elements (bread and wine) will be consecrated, Holy Communion will be distributed in 
bread only. The Celebrant will distribute the Body of Christ in the pews to limit personal interaction 
around the sanctuary. Those who do not wish to receive Holy Communion are encouraged to indicate so 
by crossing their arms before their chest.

Ushers and greeters will be present at all services to guide and assist parishioners without physical 
contact. 
                                                          We Need Volunteers!

Lay readers and ushers are needed. Perhaps members of the same family will choose to serve together. 
We certainly understand anyone’s decision not to participate at this time. Communicating openly and 
often is key.
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Each individual must make decisions on participation based on your own comfort 
level while taking into account your own personal or family situation.

Register in advance: Due to the limit of 35 participants, you must register in advance using a link 
through Flocknote. Please do not come if you are not registered – in all likelihood, we will not be able to 
seat you. Registration will also allow us to collect information in the event of potential contact tracing. 

Wear face masks: Those attending services are required to wear face masks prior to entering the 
building and for the duration of your visit. We will have a small quantity of disposable masks available. 

Enter from the rear door: You may enter from the main door in the back of the church (parish hall 
side).  Follow the usher’s directions and they will guide you to a pew that is open and a safe distance 
away from other parishioners. Of course families may sit together.

Service leaflet: To reduce the potential for spreading the virus, all Books of Common Prayer and 
Hymnals will be removed from the pews. We will provide a service leaflet that you will take with you 
when you leave. 

Your offering: Parishioners may leave their offering in the plate in the back of the church upon 
entering. We will not be passing the plate. All are encouraged to continue to keep up with their pledges 
remotely. 

Use hand sanitizer: Please use the hand sanitizing stations that will be available in the sanctuary. 

Maintain social distancing after service: For now, you are encouraged to “Go in peace, to love and 
serve the Lord!” upon the dismissal. Ushers will assist you in exiting the church using both doors on 
either side of the back of the church. 

Restrooms are open: Only the bathrooms in the parish hall will be open, to limit activity around the 
church buildings. 

Cleaning protocol: We will thoroughly disinfect the sanctuary following each service, utilizing a 
protocol that has been reviewed and approved by the diocese.

         We will continue to monitor state and diocesan guidelines and adjust accordingly. As you
            know, guidelines have changed during this pandemic and will likely continue to do so.

As the Bishop of New Jersey, the Right Rev. William H. Stokes reminds us, Jesus commanded us to 
“love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind” and to “love 
your neighbor as yourself.” In our response to the COVID-19 pandemic, we are prioritizing the love of 
God and God’s people over all other concerns.  We are carrying out Christ’s mission in ways very 
different than any of us are used to, or could have imagined. 

That includes putting the health and safety of our parish at the forefront of every decision we make.  
May God’s blessing be upon us.  

Expectations for Parishioners

We remain one Chuch of the Good Shepherd
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