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“We Love Our Church”
The Rev. Dr. David L. Snyder

The Rev. Carl Dunn, Deacon

Thanksgiving…This Year More than EVER!!
To say that our celebration of Thanksgiving will be different this year is an under-statement. For the first time in my seven
decades of life, we will not gather around the table with family, friends and loved ones to celebrate this uniquely American
feast. The alarming increase in corona virus infections in Gloucester County has, once again, required that we, as an act
of love and concern for the health and safety of all, suspend all in-person worship here at Good Shepherd. We decided
several weeks ago that, following the counsel of the Centers for Disease Control, we would not host our traditional
Thanksgiving. We will be virtually together on Zoom, but it won’t be the same. As I was thinking about what I might say to
you in this my first article for the November edition of the Crook, I recalled an article I had read several years ago. I
searched my Thanksgiving file, and found the article entitled AFTER THE HURRICANE., The article, which appeared in
the June 29th, 1993 edition of the Christian Century, was written following Hurricane Andrew which slammed into South
Florida on August 24th, 1992 and caused more than 40 deaths, $30 billion in property damage and left more than a quarter
of a million people homeless. The main point of the article was that GRATITUDE turned out to be the key to survival and
recovery from the storm. The author observed that there were two kinds of hurricane victims. First, there were those folks
who seemed stuck in the receiving mode. It seemed that these people could never get enough to compensate them for
their losses… to satisfy their needs. These folks grumbled and complained about the speed in which assistance was
delivered and that some of the victims got more than they did. It seemed that, with each new offering of assistance, that
these folks regressed rather than progressed. The second group of hurricane victims responded with what the author
described as “spontaneous expressions of gratitude”. They were genuinely grateful to have survived the storm…grateful
that their homes and property were only partially damaged and not totally destroyed…grateful for what FEMA and their
friends and neighbors did to help…grateful for the daily signs of improvement that gave them hope that life was returning
to normal. These folks discovered (in the midst of a devastating storm) one of the most important lessons that life can
teach…they discovered that in the act of GIVING THANKS…that their strength…hope…even joy was restored…these
victims of hurricane Andrew discovered that in giving thanks, they literally put themselves on the road to recovery.
Amazing…absolutely amazing! A life-lesson I think we can all take to heart as we celebrate this most unusual
Thanksgiving. My friends, cultivating an “ATTITUDE of GRATITUDE” is especially essential this year. Genuine gratitude
stirs up in us the courage and the resilience we need to overcome “Pandemic Fatigue” and continue to do the things we
need to do to protect ourselves and those we love from this pernicious virus. As the Psalmist reminds us, “It is GOOD to
Give Thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to your Name, O Most High” (Psalm #92, pg#720, BCP). It is good (always, but
especially this year), to Give Thanks to the Lord…Have a bright and blessed Thanksgiving…
Faithfully,
Fr. Dave+
PS. I am particularly thankful for each of you and for the opportunity you have given me to return, for a Second Time, to
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serve as your Interim Rector!!

especially about lives renewed in Christ.”
(The Rev. Dr. Brain Brown from South
Wales.)
God Bless and Keep you as we prepare for
the glorious birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Deacon Carl

Christmas 2020

THURSDAY STUDY GROUP

Despite everything that is happening in
our world, especially during 2020, you and I
are planning to celebrate the arrival of a very
special baby! I know things are stressful and
we would all like to find a few moments of
true peace. I have one or two thoughts for
you. This baby may be an answer not just for
our personal needs, but the needs of our
family and friends, our local, state, and
national leaders and …. the world!

Thursday Study Group will conclude its study
of “Pro Future Faith” on December 3. We will
take the rest of the year off.

HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT
PUTTING OUR BELOVED PARISH,
GOOD SHEPHERD, IN YOUR WILL?

You see, we need to remember, the
coming of this baby is a story of joyful,
inclusive celebration! But 2000+ years ago,
the birth of this baby also brought
destructive stress to the lives of many.
Celebration and stress. Sounds like what we
are living through today doesn’t it?

Plastic and Textile Collections
The plastic and textile collections are now over
for Good Shepherd. Please do not bring any
more into the church or leave donations outside
of the church. Good Shepherd met the Trex
Challenge of 500 lbs. of plastic. Way to go!

The baby will grow and eventually give his
life for you and for me. Because of this, I
believe we need to be looking for signs of
newness and hope everywhere. Christmas
2020, we His hands and heart. We need to
spend this month doing what we can for
those who, like us, are looking for peace and
hope. That peace may include providing
resources for medicine, rent, food, electric,
etc. It may mean making a phone call or
sending an email or letter. We will be giving
people a glimpse of the baby of Christmas
and a reason for celebrating His love, grace,
and compassion.

Please Be Considerate of Our
Neighbors!
When you park near the church, please be
considerate of our neighbors and make
sure you have fully cleared their
driveways. Thank you!

“May our Christmas celebrations truly be
about new things that are born among us,
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THE FOOD PANTRY

OUTREACH

We have changed our approach for collecting
food donations for the Pitman Food Pantry.
Each week we will be collecting a different food
item. We will announce the upcoming needed
food item each week in the trifold. Also we will
have a monthly list here in the Crook.

We hope that everyone is staying safe and
careful during this time of the Covid-19 virus.
We are still not accepting clothes to be
delivered to Camden. St. Wilfrid’s clinic is still
not in operation, so we have no outlet for
them at this time. Please do NOT drop
anything off at our house. We will be forced
to dispose of anything that we receive, due
to the virus. We promise to let you know
when we are taking clothing and shoes for
distribution to Camden again.

Since we are not at the church on the
weekends you could bring your donations
directly to the pantry or Sue Burkhard's house.
Pantry hours - Tuesdays 6 to 7, Wednesdays 4
to 5, Thursdays 12 to 1.

Blessings,
Deacon Carl and Ellie Dunn

Food donations for December are:
12/6 – Spaghetti Sauce
12/13 – Tuna
12/20 – Cereal
12/27 – Canned Ravioli

PASTORAL EMERGENCIES

All donations are greatly appreciated and
accepted.

If a Pastoral Emergency should come up
for you, hospitalization, death in the
family, please call the Church Office 856589-8209 or after office hours please
call Father Dave at 609-444-6706 or
Deacon Carl at 609-868-7102.

During this time of uncertainty, please
know that Church of the Good
Shepherd will always be here for you.
Please email us or phone in your
prayers so Deacon Carl or Father Dave
can pray for you specifically if you
desire. Both are calling parishioners to
check up on you and see how you are
doing. We want to thank you all for
continuing to support Good Shepherd
by mailing in your pledges.

PICTURES!
Let’s get in the habit of taking pictures of
everything around here! Pictures of Sunday
School, meetings, even of events at services if
you can be surreptitious! Please identify who is
in each photo and what the event is. Thank
you!

Blessings,
Father Dave
Deacon Carl

We have received some great pics from
people. Keep ‘em coming!
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CHURCH MINISTRY LEADERS

CONTEMPLATIVE GROUP

These are some of their names and numbers if you have
any questions.
Rector - The Rev. Dr. David L. Snyder – 609-444-6706
Deacon - The Rev. Carl Dunn – 609-868-7102
Senior Warden – Len Clark – 856/582-1113
Junior Warden – Beth Portocalis – 856/357-3938
Treasurer - Lee Braidwood - 856/228-0737
Acting Treasurer - George Funk - 856/232-0941

The Contemplative Group will continue to
meet on Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m.
on Zoom. We are drawing from the
teachings of modern day contemplatives as
well as those who have gone before us.
Zoom ID: 813 1796 4254 and Password is
018120.

Brotherhood of St. Andrew - Wayne Szalma – 856/469-3028
Women at the Well - Diane Wall - 856/374-9081
Altar Guild - Shelly Harris - 856/589-8160
Youth Group - Chelsea Richmond – 856-723-4123

CARING HANDS

2020 VESTRY LIAISONS

Caring Hands is now meeting on the second
and fourth Tuesdays of each month at 9:30
a.m. on Zoom (ID 867 3220 8700). All
knitters, crocheters or other needlework
people are welcome to join us!

Endowment Planning – Diane Wall
Personnel – Aimee Burgin
Youth Group & Activities – Lauren Kaltwasser
Sunday School – Brad Davies
Outreach Ministries – Dana Szilier
Newcomers/Greeters – Len Fedullo
Internal Ministries – Mel Caron
Columbarium – Diane Wall
Choir – Jeff Bathurst
Women at the Well - Diane Wall
Brotherhood of St. Andrew – Brad Davies
Adult Christian Education – Mel Caron
Website & Social Media – Len Fedullo
Creation Care Ministry – Lauren Kaltwasser
Stewardship Committee – Len Clark – Chair, Steve
Mackay (2020), Len Fedullo (2021), Jeff Bathurst
(2022)

MORNING PRAYER
Morning Prayer is on Tuesday &
Wednesday mornings at 9 AM with
Father Dave on Zoom.

Senior Warden – Len Clark
Junior Warden – Beth Portocalis
Treasurer – Lee Braidwood
Clerk of the Vestry – Chuck Lezenby
Assistant Clerk of the Vestry –

Zoom Tech Tips for Church
Saturday, December 5
2 - 3 pm "Open House”
Zoom Meeting ID: 817 4222 7342
Password: 946046
Open to anyone who feels they could use a
few tips using Zoom for Sunday Church
Services at Good Shepherd. If you know
anyone who wants to participate but is timid
about Zoom, please invite them.

DEADLINE
The deadline for the January 2021 Crook will be on
December 15, 2020. Please e-mail all articles and
pictures to goodshepherdpitman@gmail.com.

Questions or info: contact Deb Prieto
debprieto@comcast.net
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Bill S.
Gail
Steve Theis
Lee Braidwood
Gen Portocalis
Danielle
DJ Bryant

Church of the Good Shepherd
Prayers of the People
Prayers for the Church and Clergy

For all Churches in the Diocese of NJ & Ecuador
Michael Curry, the Presiding Bishop
William “Chip” Stokes, Our Bishop
The Rev. Susan E. Osborne-Mott, Rector
Sister Cass, AF
Charles Nakash – Missionary in the Dominican Republic
Rev. Carl Dunn, our Deacon

Prayers for all Military Personnel
Raymond Harris, III
Steven Sanders
Matt Spangler
Lynn Spangler
Scott Thomas
Glen
Tim
Dan Hurlbut
Zak Bartelt
Buzz Parish
Charlie Hiemeril
John A. Lukacs
Joe Sheridan
Hal Wagner
Matt Rebecca
Jon S. Lehr
Keith Tucker
Dave McElwain
Hugh Robinson
Andrew Olsson
Joshua Albright
Zachary Guise
Scott McPherson
Matthew Cushinotto

Prayers for the Nation

Donald Trump, Our President
Phil Murphy, Our Governor
“For all those who serve and protect us at home”

Prayers for the Sick and in Need
Tod Porter
Tara
McFadden family
Seely family
Audrey Buck
Joe DeMarco
James
Candyce
Rich Reiniello
Mike Daly
Maripat Makalusky
Helen & Ken
Michelle Siegle
Natasha Tuoy
Melissa Czechowicz
Paul
Kathy Busser
Janet Paraschak
Debbie
Crystal Snoke
Dorothy
Marylou
Mitchell Morgan
Janice Enstrom
Robert
Linda
Rebecca
Sharon
Reneé
April Ellerbe
John & Candace Jemilo
Gattinella family
Howard
Caitlin
John
Joseph Whaley

Denise
Devon & Steve
Chris Jackson
Deacon Sally
Danielle
Jim Taylor

Anne Lewis
Edna Spratt
Katherine Lesher
Steelman family
Sophia Capano
Joseph Capano
Evelyn Recinello
Family of Jessica Carter
Chris Burness
Janet Murphy
Andrew Knox
Yvonne
Dolores Concio
Hilda & Carey
Myra
The Santores
Tannine
Jacquie
Kelly
Nancy
Smith family
Ellis family
Naomi Cressman
Lori Bathurst
Mary
Lanie
Deborah Keser
Frank Ziemetz
Art Dilworth
Betty Beard
Triste
Audrey & Ed Harlow
Gerry
Betty Steinberg
John Opel
Celenies Rodriquez

Theresa Cushinotto
Mike Grzybowski
Ted
Mike McHugh
Bonnie Weis
Kane Lawlor
Drew Naphy
Rhen Brinkerhoff
Brian Opel
Jonathan Dickson
Matt
Michael Marta
Marcos
Bryan Jensen
Andrew
Kyle
Ryan Bubnoski
Chris
Carson
Robert J. Kunze
Alexandra Wismer
Kenneth Guenther
Ryan

* We pray for our enemies and for those with whom we
are at war. *
“Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and
keeping all the men and women of our armed forces at
home and abroad. Defend them with your heavenly
grace; strengthen them in their trials and temptations;
give them courage to face the perils which beset them;
and grant them a sense of your abiding presence
wherever they may be; Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.”
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN DECEMBER

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
02 – Janice Engstrom
02 – Bob Morton
03 – Kira Brinkerhoff
04 – Bryan Smith
05 – Sean Hills
05 – Jacob McHugh
08 – Brian Opel
08 – Cayla Rainier
09 – Lyric Chimenti
10 – Morgan Masciangelo
12 – Kristin Braidwood
14 – Liz Grantham
14 – Jennifer Harrington
14 – Shelly Harris
14 – Allison Vadino
18 – Gabriel Handley
19 – Allison Higgins
19 – Jessica Higgins
20 - Dennis Richardson
22 – Brian Startare
25 - Jesus Christ
27 - Lauren Bradley
27 – Jackie McFadden
28 – Mia Terpolilli
29 – Louise Clark
30 – Lauren Southwick
31 – Ryan Braidwood

2nd & 4th Tuesdays – 9:30 AM Caring Hands via
Zoom
All Tuesdays & Wednesdays –
9 AM Morning Prayer via Zoom
All Wednesdays –
10 AM Contemplative Group via Zoom
All Thursdays –
9:30 AM Thursday Study Group via Zoom
7 PM Zoom Choir
December 5 & 6 – ADVENT 2
Sunday, 10 AM Holy Eucharist in person & via Zoom
December 12 & 13 – ADVENT 3
Sunday, 10 AM Holy Eucharist in person & via Zoom
11:30 AM Vestry Meeting
December 19 & 20 – ADVENT 4
Sunday, 10 AM Holy Eucharist in person & via Zoom
December 24 – CRISTMAS EVE
7 PM Holy Eucharist in person & via Zoom
10 PM Holy Eucharist in person & via Zoom
December 25 - CHRISTMAS
10 AM Holy Eucharist in person & via Zoom
December 27 – CHRISTMAS 1
Sunday, 10 AM Holy Eucharist in person & via Zoom

Prayers for Parish Families
For December
Taylor family, Terragrossa family, Tucker
family, and Trout family

OUR PRAY-ERS MINISTRY

Washington National Cathedral

Soon we will be able to offer up prayers
together in the church. And everyone will be
invited to pray with a Pray-er Minister should
they desire to. Until that time, please feel free
to send your prayer requests to Father Dave at
frdavesnyder@gmail.com. All requests will
remain confidential.

The Washington National Cathedral is offering
Sunday services online. Use the link below
https://www.youtube.com/user/wncathedral
just click on “Videos” at top and you will see
the latest service as well as previous ones.
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Thank You God for
This Unusual Time

FAMILIES IN NEED FUND
As the CoViD pandemic lingers on, we are each
facing difficult times; people losing their jobs,
children needing to be home-schooled (some
without computers), families trying to decide
whether to buy groceries or pay the
rent/mortgage, social isolation, and so on.
Many of you are experiencing anxiety over
loved ones you can’t visit. Our Church is more
than a building we visit once a week, it is us,
the people of Church of Good Shepherd, the
people of God. We are on a spiritual journey
together, no matter where we start from, led
by the Holy Spirit. Even though we can’t be
together physically for the time being, we are
always there for each other spiritually.

by Alice Aultman

There is some truth in a statement that with
each bad there is some good. No, I’m not
happy with the current changes, but let us look
at it this way.
No Holly Fair which is generally a festive time
for all. We don’t have to get everything collected,
priced and arranged which requires a
monumental amount of work. We can
concentrate on our own Christmas projects and
maybe get all organized and ready for the season.
Staying 6 ft. apart while shopping is a pain. Do
we need all of the items on our list or can we live
without them? In our modern lifestyle few “new”
things are needed since we tend to collect
decorative items yearly. Why not sort and cull
out what we have?

The Church had a "Families In Need" Fund, and
the Vestry has re-opened this dedicated
fund given the crisis we are currently facing. If
you find yourself in need, please reach out
confidentially to Deacon Carl at 609-868-7102
or Father Dave at 609-444-6706, and they will
do everything within the financial abilities of
this Fund to help.

Do we need big gatherings? Do we need special
meals? Do we need all of the decorations?
Now let’s take a few moments to reflect on the
true meaning of Christmas. Let us offer prayers
of thanks and give love and best wishes to all of
those around us.

Also, the Vestry is asking each of us as
members of the Good Shepherd family to
consider the financial needs of other Church
members and possibly assist those who are in
need by making a contribution to this Fund.
Our Church has always been known for our
outreach, but these times of uncertainty are
when we most need to help those within our
Church family with hardships. If you would like
to donate to this fund, simply make a check
payable to “Church of The Good Shepherd”
and mark it “Families In Need Fund” and we
will put it to good use as Jesus guides us. All
donated funds will only be used for the
purpose of helping other parishioners.

PITMAN FOOD PANTRY
In service to the greater community, Jenn
Harrington continues to accept and deliver
donations for the Pitman Food Pantry, whose
needs have risen greatly due to the pandemic.
Those who live close to Jenn can drop off at her
house at 7 Trafalger Court in Sewell. If you live
closer to Church, you may also leave donated
food at Beth Portocalis' house at 301 Washington
Avenue in Pitman. You may also leave donated
items at the Pantry during their operational
hours. (30 North Broadway, Pitman Tuesdays
from 5:30 - 7:00 pm; Wednesdays from 3:30 - 5:00
pm; and Thursdays from 11:30 - 1:00 pm)

As always, we thank you for your generosity
and we will continue to pray for our collective
health, welfare and safety, and look forward to
the time when we can safely worship and
fellowship together again at Good Shepherd.
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Virtual Trivia Night

Altar Flowers & Sanctuary Candle

Women at the Well hosted its first Virtual
Trivia Night on Friday, November 13th. What a
great time we all had! There were about 32
participants facing off in this fast-paced
challenge. Round winners were Victor Prieto,
Katherine Kaltwasser and the Mackay Family.

If you are interested in funding Altar Flowers or
the Sanctuary Candle in memory of someone or
in thanksgiving for someone, the forms are in the
Parish Hall, on the back wall on the Bulletin Board
near the kitchen. Please fill out the appropriate
form with your information for your desired date,
as long as it is available, on the appropriate chart
on the bulletin board. Please put your completed
form in Parish Administrator’s mailbox or under
her office door.

Top 5 winners overall were:
1st Place: Victor Prieto
2nd Place: Mackay Family
3rd Place: Jorge Prieto
4th Place: Jenn Harrington
5th Place: Adam Bathurst

We do not have flowers during Advent or Lent.
The Sanctuary Candle is available year-round.

We raised approximately $350 in donations for
Angels Community Outreach!

WEIGH DAY SUCCESS!

Many thanks to Jeff Bathurst for hosting and
keeping us all on track! Also, a big thank you
to Jenn Harrington for arranging the
entertainment in between rounds. We can’t wait
to do this again!

WOW! We had a tremendously successful
“Weigh Day” Saturday afternoon! About 20
people showed up with 228.3 pounds of
plastics. And we filled our trunks with Pitman
Pantry donations!
We have officially met the Trex Bench
Challenge and exceeded our goal of 500
pounds of plastic by collecting 558.63 pounds
of plastic in total!
Thank you to everyone who came with their
plastics and Pitman Pantry donations.
Congratulations to Sue Burkhard for collecting
a total of 113 pounds!
Reminder: Plastics can be placed in the
collections bins at ACME, Home Depot and
Kohl’s.

Once we get back
Save your spare change
for the SQUIRRELS’ NESTS!
They are in the back of the Church
and in the Parish Hall

Please note that Pitman Presbyterian and the
Pitman Woman’s Club have worked hard to
help us achieve this goal. They are starting
their own Trex Bench Challenge. Please
continue collecting plastics for them so we can
reciprocate the favor. We will arrange another
“Weigh Day” so we can provide them with
totals.

SERVICES
Saturdays: 5:30 PM – Holy Eucharist
Sundays: 10:00 AM – Holy Eucharist
Tuesdays & Wednesdays:
9 AM Morning Prayer
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Place Fridge Magnet here!

December 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1
9 AM Morning Prayer
via Zoom

6 ADVENT 2
10 AM Holy Eucharist
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Wednesday

Thursday

2
9 AM Morning Prayer
via Zoom

3
9:30 AM Thursday Study
Group via Zoom

10 AM Contemplative
Group via Zoom

7 PM Zoom Choir

8
9 AM Morning Prayer
via Zoom

9
9 AM Morning Prayer
via Zoom

10
9:30 AM Thursday Study
Group via Zoom

9:30 AM Caring Hands
via Zoom

10 AM Contemplative
Group via Zoom

7 PM Zoom Choir

16
9 AM Morning Prayer
via Zoom

17
9:30 AM Thursday Study
Group via Zoom

10 AM Contemplative
Group via Zoom

7 PM Zoom Choir

22
9 AM Morning Prayer
via Zoom

23
9 AM Morning Prayer
via Zoom

24 Christmas Eve
7 & 10 PM Holy Eucharist

9:30 AM Caring Hands
Crook Info Due
via Zoom

10 AM Contemplative
Group via Zoom

29
9 AM Morning Prayer
via Zoom

30
9 AM Morning Prayer
via Zoom

Friday

Saturday

4

5
2 PM Zoom Tech Tips
Meeting

11

12

18

19

25 Christmas
10 AM Holy Eucharist

26

Sumer Lunch Program

13 ADVENT 3
10 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Vestry Meeting

14

Sumer Lunch Program

Crook Info Due
20 Advent 4
10 AM Holy Eucharist

27 CHRISTMAS 1
10 AM Holy Eucharist

15
9 AM Morning Prayer
via Zoom

21

28

10 AM Contemplative
Group via Zoom
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31 New Year’s Eve
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