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The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
April 25th, 2021                                                                                                                                       10:00AM 

 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
The Rev. Rick Civalier, Celebrant  

 

Organ Prelude 
 
Welcome!  Everything you need to follow along and participate in worship today is in this program. Words in bold 
are read by all. Please make sure you “Mute” your device by clicking on the microphone icon in the lower left-
hand corner of your screen.  
 
Entrance Hymn: The King of Love My Shepherd Is                                       (Hymn #645) 
 
Vs. #1: The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never; I nothing lack if I am his, 
             and he is mine for ever. 
 
Vs. #3: Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, but yet in love he sought me, and on his shoulder gently laid, 
              and home, rejoicing, brought me. 
 
Vs. #6: And so through all the length of days thy goodness faileth never: Good Shepherd, may I sing 
            thy praise within thy house for ever. 
 
Celebrant: Alleluia, Christ is Risen 
People: The Lord is Risen, Indeed, Alleluia!! 
 
The Collect for Purity 
 
Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily mag-
nify your Holy name; through Christ our Lord. 
People: Amen.  
 
Celebrant and People: 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King almighty God 
and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for y our glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, only 
Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world have mercy on us; you are 
seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are 
the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father…
Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Celebrant: Let Us Pray: . O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people; Grant that when we 
hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever… Amen. 
 
The First Lesson                                                                                                                    Acts 4: 5:12 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles:  5 The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusa-
lem, 6with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John,* and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly fami-
ly. 7When they had made the prisoners* stand in their midst, they inquired, ‘By what power or by what name did 
you do this?’ 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are 
questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been 
healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good 
health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,* whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11This Je-
sus* is “the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.”*12There is salvation in no 
one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.’ 
 
Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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The Collect for Discernment: 
 
Celebrant: Let Us Prayer: Gracious God, who knows our needs even before we ask, Grant us the wisdom 
and grace to do Your Will as we seek a new Rector.  Bless each member of the Discernment Committee 
with clear eyes, listening ears, and discerning minds. Speak to the hearts of your people so that we may 
discover our mutual path toward fulfilling Your will for the Church of the Good Shepherd and the com-
munity we are called to serve. We ask this prayer united in faith and love, in the name of Your Son, our 
Savior, Jesus the Christ.…. AMEN! 
  
The Post Communion Prayer                                                                                           BCP 366 
 
Celebrant: Let Us Pray 
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious 
Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we 
are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us 
out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our 
Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and forever…Amen. 
 
The Blessing and Benediction 
Celebrant: And now, people of God, as you go on your way, may Christ, himself, go with you.  May He go behind 
you to encourage you; in front of you to show you the way; beside you to befriend you; above you to watch over 
you and within you to giver you His peace, in the name of the Father (+) and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit…
AMEN! 
 
Recessional Hymn: Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us                                                              (Hymn #708) 
 
Vs. 1: Savior, like a shepherd lead us; much we need thy tender care; in thy pleasant pastures feed 
          us; for our use thy folds prepare. Blessèd Jesus! Blessèd Jesus! Thou hast bought us, thine we 
          are. 
Vs. 2: Early let us seek thy favor, early let us learn thy will; do thou, Lord, our only Savior, with thy 
          love our bosoms fill. Blessèd Jesus! Blessèd Jesus! Thou hast loved us: love us still. 
 
The Dismissal 
 
Deacon: Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Risen Lord, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
PEOPLE: THANKS BE TO GOD, ALELLUIA, ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA!! 
 

ASSISTING AT THE LITURGY TODAY 
 

Lay Reader: Paige Bathurst 
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The Psalm #23                                                                                                (BCP, pg. #612) 
 
(The Psalm will be read responsively by half verse. The congregation will read the second half of each verse)  
 

1The Lord is my shepherd * I shall not want. 
2He makes me lie down in green pastures * he leads me beside still waters; 
3he restores my soul * He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. 
4Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil * for you are with me; your rod and your staff— 
they comfort me. 

5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies * you anoint my head with oil; my cup over-
flows. 

6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life * and I shall dwell in the house of 
the Lord my whole life long. 

 
The Second Lesson                                                                                                                   1 John 3: 16-24 
  
A reading from the first letter of John:  

16
We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to 

lay down our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees 
a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth 
and action. 19And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him20whenev-
er our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts 
do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we 
obey his commandments and do what pleases him.23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the 
name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his command-
ments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has 
given us. 
 
Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Hymn: Alleluia, alleluia, Give Thanks to the Risen Lord                                                Hymn #178 
  
REFRAIN: Al-le-lu-ia, Al-le-lu-ia! Give thanks to the risen Lord. Al-le-lu-ia, Al-le-lu-ia! Give Praise to His Name. 
 
Vs. 1- Jesus is Lord, of all the earth.  He is the King of Creation. REFRAIN 
 
Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the 
shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf 
snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the 
sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I 
know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must 
bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the 
Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 

18
No one takes it from me, but I lay it 

down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this 
command from my Father.” 
 
Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Gospel Hymn: Alleluia, alleluia, Give Thanks to the Risen Lord                                               Hymn #178 
 
Vs. 2- Spread the Good News o’re all the earth.  Jesus has died and has Risen. REFRAIN 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all 
of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his 
death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your peo-
ple the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that 
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 
and forever. AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
  
Celebrant and PEOPLE: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
Celebrant: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
PEOPLE: THEREFORE, LET US KEEP THE FEAST. 
 
The Agnus Dei 
 
Celebrant: Lamb of God, You Take Away the Sins of the World 
PEOPLE: Have Mercy Upon Us 
Celebrant: Lamb of God, You Take away the Sins of the World 
PEOPLE: Have Mercy Upon Us 
Celebrant: Lamb of God, You Take Away the Sins of the World 
PEOPLE: Grant us PEACE! 
Celebrant: The Gifts of God, For the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed 
on Him in your hearts, by Faith, with Thanksgiving. 
 
The Eucharistic Hymns: Tend My Sheep                                                            (Virtual Choir) 
                                        

At the Name of Jesus                                                                          (Hymn #435) 
 
Vs. #1: At the Name of Jesus every knee shall bow, every tongue confess him King of glory now; 'tis 
            the Father's pleasure we should call him Lord, who from the beginning was the mighty Word. 
 
Vs. #2: Humbled for a season, to receive a Name from the lips of sinners, unto whom he came, 
            faithfully he bore it spotless to the last, brought it back victorious, when from death he passed; 
 
The Distribution of Bread and Wine 
 
Celebrant: The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His Grace. 
 
The Prayer for a Spiritual Communion:  
 
Celebrant: Let Us Pray:  
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I desire to offer you 
praise and thanksgiving as I proclaim your resurrection. I love you above all things, and long for you in 
my soul. Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come spiritually into my 
heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. 
May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come…Amen.  
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The Homily                                                                                                             Fr. Rick Civalier+  
 
The Nicene Creed                                                                                                                          (BCP, pg. # 358) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the  
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With 
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in 
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People: Form VI                                                                                                    (BCP, pg. # 392) 
 
Lector: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 
Silence 
 
L. For all people in their daily life and work; 
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who 
are alone. 
 
L: For this community, the nation, and the world; 
P: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 
L: For the just and proper use of your creation; 
P: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 
L: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
P: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 
L: For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
P: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 
L: For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and William, our Bishop; and for all bishops and other ministers; 
P: For all who serve God in his Church. 
 
L: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
 
Silence 
 
L: Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
P: Who put their trust in you. 
 
L: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
 
Silence 
 
L: Hear us, Lord; 
P: For your mercy is great. 
 
Celebrant: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray; trusting in your mercy, through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord…Amen. 
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The Confession: 
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Celebrant and People: 
Most merciful God we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Je-
sus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your Name…Amen. 
 
Celebrant: Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for us and, for His sake, forgives us all our sins.  
As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare to you the en-
tire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father (+) and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit... Amen. 
 
The Peace 
 
Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Parish Announcements 

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Eucharistic Prayer A 
 
The Offertory     
 
Eucharistic Prayer A                                                                                         BCP, pg. #361             
 

The Celebrant says: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth; But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of 
the world.  By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 
forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your name: 
 
The Celebrant and People will say: 
People: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth of full of your glory.  Hosanna 
in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  
 

Then the Celebrant continues: 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and be-
come subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.  He stretched out his 
arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had giv-
en thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  
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