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The Church of the Good Shepherd
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“We Love Our Church”
The Rev. Dr. David L. Snyder - Interim Rector
CHURCH MINISTRY Leaders
These are some of their names and
liaisons for contact

Rector - The Rev. Dr. David L. Snyder
Deacon - The Rev. Carl Dunn
VESTRY
Sr. Warden - Beth Portocalis
Jr. Warden - Bill Nelson
Vestry Clerk - Chuck Lezenby
Asst. Treasurer (Acting Treas.) George Funk
Asst. Treasurer - Patti Fortney
Asst. Treasurer - Len Fedullo
Class of 2021
Diane Wall, Aimee Burgin
Class of 2022
Jeff Bathurst, Brad Davies, Dana Szilier
Class of 2023
Mel Caron, Cheryl Burness, Bill Beard
2021 Vestry Liaisons

Rector's Report - Father Dave
Deacon's Report & Camden Christmas/
Camden Clothing Drives - Deacon Carl
Sr. Warden, Finance & Stewardship Beth Portocalis
Jr. Warden & Property - Bill Nelson
Personnel - Aimee Burgin
Endowment, Columbarium & Women at
the Well - Diane Wall
Youth Activities & Sunday School Brad Davies
Outreach (Family Promise, Holly Fair, Crop Walk,
Pitman Food Pantry, Caring Hands, Quilters & local
clothing drives) - Dana Szilier
Internal Ministries (LEMs, Acolytes, Ushers, Altar
Guild and Brotherhood of St. Andrew) - Bill Beard

Music Ministry - Jeff Bathurst
Newcomers/Greeters & Website/Social
Media - Len Fedullo
Adult Christian Education & Nominations Mel Caron
Creation Care Ministry - Cheryl Burness

June 2021
Love Your Neighbor…Get the Shot!!

The roll-out of the Covid 19 vaccines has been met with excitement and enthusiasm for some people but with reluctance and
hesitancy for others. I tried for weeks to schedule my vaccination and, when I finally received the J&J vaccine (while I was a
patient at Cooper Hospital) I was relieved and profoundly grateful. I know there are members of Good Shepherd who have
decided, and for a variety of reasons, not to be vaccinated. I
want you to know that I honor and respect your decision. I am writing this because I believe that our Christian faith should inform every decision that we
make, and the decision regarding vaccinations is no exception. I believe that, as
followers of Jesus, there are compelling reasons for all of us to be vaccinated (of
course those who can not be vaccinated for medical reasons would be exempt
from this obligation). As practicing Christians, we are all called to be willing and
ready to make sacrifices for the sake of the welfare of others. In our Baptismal
Covenant (BCP, pg. #305) we are asked, “Will you Seek and serve Christ in all
persons, loving your neighbor as yourself”, and we respond, “I will, with God’s
help”. As members of the “Jesus Movement” we are called to love God with our
entire being (heart, soul, mind and strength) and to love our neighbors as much
as we love ourselves. Getting vaccinated is a concrete way in which we can care
for and love our family, friends, neighbors and ourselves by protecting them and
us from the devastating effects of this terrible virus. Loving our neighbor can
and does involve many things, but, at a minimum it involves doing what is in
their best interest. The Covid 19 vaccine not only protects you but it protects
your neighbors as well; especially the most vulnerable in our midst (children
under 12 who can not be vaccinated and those who are medically unable to
receive the Covid 19 vaccine). It is certainly true that no vaccine is 100% safe
and effective, but the Covid 19 vaccines have proven to be remarkably safe and
effective, and the risk from the vaccine is far less than the risk posed by the
Covid virus. I am so grateful that Susan and I and all of our children and their
spouses have been vaccinated and we look forward to the day when all 8 of our
grandchildren are also vaccinated. So, my personal and pastoral advice is to
consult with your physician and, put your faith into action…Love your Neighbor…Get the Shot!!
Faithfully,
Fr. Dave Snyder, Interim Rector
PS. Here is a link to a short video from one of my esteemed colleagues, Fr. Marshall Shelly (Rector of St. Peter’s in Spotswood, NJ) who makes the case for
why disciples of Christ should be vaccinated…
https://youtu.be/FbmafEcVP8Q
The mission of the Church of the Good Shepherd is:
To know and embrace Jesus Christ and to share God’s love
with our neighbors as a welcoming community.
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SERVICES - Via Zoom & In-Service
Saturdays:
5:30 PM – Holy Eucharist
Sundays:
10:00 AM – Holy Eucharist
<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><>

Highlights of the May 16th, 2021 Vestry Meeting:
Your Vestry held its regular monthly meeting on
Sunday, May 16th, @ 11:30AM. Here are some
of the “highlights” of the meeting:

~ Approved a proposal from the Treasurer’s
team that, in the future, 50% of any
“Undesignated Memorial Gift” will be deposited in the Good Shepherd endowment.
~ Accepted, with regret, the resignation of Len
Fedullo, effective immediately.
~ Approved a proposal to modify our “in-person
worship protocols to include the Following:
#1. Vaccinated worship leaders will not be
required to wear a mask (I will continue to
wear a mask when distributing the sacrament); #2. Congregational singing (with
masks) will resume on Pentecost. #3. BCP
and Hymnals will return to the pews. #4. We
will continue to require all worshippers to
wear a mask and maintain social distancing.
We will increase the maximum # of worshippers to 50.
~ The Treasurer reported a balance in all accounts (as of 4/30) of $335,848.33 (this includes $41,337.32 in the Good Shepherd
endowment.
~ Jeff Bathurst gave a progress report on the
Discernment Committee (the committee is
making “great progress” and is meeting
weekly) and the Audio-Visual Upgrade (this
project will be completed by the end of the
June “at the latest”).
~ Fr. Dave reported that Epiphany Studios will
begin the final work on the Stained-Glass
Window Restoration project on June 7th,
and the project will be completed by the end
of June!
<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><>

Capital Campaign to be Launched
The Vestry, at the April 11th
meeting, approved a proposal to launch a Capital
Campaign to provide the financial resources to fund the
Stained-Glass Window Restoration project. The campaign will be brief (it will be
launched the weekend of
September 4th/5th and will
conclude the weekend of
September 24th/25th). Prior to the launch, every
member of the parish will receive a letter and a
pledge card inviting a generous response.
We are looking for 4-6 volunteers who would
be willing to serve on the campaign’s Steering
Committee. If you have an interest in serving,
please contact Fr. Dave or any member of the
Stewardship Committee for additional information.
It is important to remember that this campaign
is NOT a substitute for the annual stewardship
campaign which will be held in November (after
the World Series and before Thanksgiving).
Stay tuned for additional information about the
campaign.
<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><>

Racism Awareness at Good Shepherd:
In order to stimulate a conversation about race
and racial justice and promote awareness of the
on-going problems of systemic racism and inequality, we are inviting every member of the parish to participate in Anti-Racism training which
will be held via Zoom on Thursday, June 10th
@ 7:00pm. This training will be led by members
of the Diocesan Ant-Racism Task Force and is
required for all members of the Discernment
Committee and the Vestry during the search for
the next Rector. A Flock Note with log-in information will be sent out on Monday, June 7th.
Please mark your calendar and plan to participate in this urgently important training.
We are also encouraging
members of the parish to
read two books this summer that we believe will
help us to better understand the reality of racial
inequality in this country. The first book is: The
Hate You Give by Angi Thomas (Feb. 28,
2017) .
(Continued top of pg. 3 > >)
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The second book is: All American
Boys by Brendon Keily and Jason
Reynolds.
The plan will be to schedule a Town
Hall meeting sometime in September
to discuss the books and to begin a
dialog about what we can do, as individual Christians and as a Christian community to
raise awareness of the lingering problem of systemic racism and promote social justice where we
live, work and worship. Please join us in this journey as we seek to fulfill the mandate of our Baptismal Covenant: “to strive for justice and peace
among all people and to respect the dignity of every human being”.
<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><>

Juneteenth… (June 19th, 2021)
The Juneteenth flag
commemorates the day
that slavery officially
ended in the US. The
red, white and blue represents the American flag, a reminder
that slaves and their descendants were and are
Americans. The star represents the freedom of African Americans in all 50 states. Juneteenth marks
the day when federal troops arrived in Galveston,
Texas in 1865 to take control of the state and ensure that all enslaved people be freed, which came
a full two and a half years after president Abraham
Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation on
January 1, 1863. Honoring Juneteenth is not just
about recognizing the final emancipation of slaves
and the death of the institution of slavery, but the
conclusion of one of the darkest chapters in the
history of America. It is also a day to continue the
struggle to end systemic racism that continues to
prevent the rich blessings of justice to be enjoyed
and experienced by every American. But why
should we, as Christians and disciples of Jesus
Christ, be concerned about the ongoing struggle
for justice and equality in this country. We are (and
should be) concerned because our Baptismal Covenant explicitly states that we “will strive for justice
and peace among all people, respecting the dignity
of every human being” (BCP, pg. #305). The bottom line is this: we must be concerned when any of
God’s children are the victims of systemic racism
because God is concerned!!
<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><>
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Confirmation Ministry to Begin in the Fall
Parents and confirmation-aged young people
interested in participating in the Confirmation
Ministry program, met,
on Sunday, May 23rd,
with Fr. Dave and Lori Bathurst for an orientation
meeting. The meeting was conducted on the
Zoom platform.
The purpose of the Confirmation ministry program
will be to prepare our young people to participate
in the Rite of Confirmation, which will be held on
Sunday, December 12th when Bishop Stokes will
be with us and will preside at the Rite of Confirmation. The confirmation ministry program will consist of a series of six learning sessions, which will
focus on the Baptismal covenant (BCP, pg.#304).
Participants will also participate in a “hands-on”
social ministry experience, a stewardship project
and (we hope) a road trip to either the National
Cathedral in Washington, DC or the Cathedral of
Saint John the Divine in New York City. If you
have questions regarding the Confirmation Ministry
program,
please
contact
Fr.
Dave
(frdavesnyder@gmail.com)
or Lori Bathurst
(teachermomlori@yahoo.com).
<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><>

Remembering the Future!!
Has the Church of the Good Shepherd
been an important part of your journey as
a Disciple of Jesus Christ? If it has, then
you might want to consider making a
“Legacy Gift” (also known as a planned
gift) which will help to ensure that the
ministry of this parish continues to be
healthy and strong for generations to come. While all giving to the
church is deeply personal and, often, a private matter, sharing your
intentions will be very helpful as we plan for Good Shepherd’s future. If the Church of the Good Shepherd is already included in
your estate plans, thank you very much, and would you please let
us know! Whether you choose to share the details of your plans
(and, potentially inspire others to do what you have done) or remain
anonymous, we will be able to thank you for your gift and welcome
you as the newest member of the DuBell Legacy Society! Remember, no gift is too small and every gift is deeply appreciated,
and will be used to meet current needs and reach future goals. For
more information about making a legacy gift, please contact Fr.
Dave Snyder (frdavesnyder@gmail.com) or Diane Wall
(markdiwall@comcast.net).
<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><>
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Church of the Good Shepherd
Prayers of the People
Prayers for the Church and Clergy
For all Churches in the Diocese of NJ & Ecuador
Michael Curry, the Presiding Bishop
William “Chip” Stokes, Our Bishop
The Rev. Dr. David L. Snyder, Interim Rector
Sister Cass, AF
Charles Nakash – Missionary in the Dominican
Republic
Rev. Carl Dunn, our Deacon

Prayers for the Nation
Joseph R. Biden, Our President
Phil Murphy, Our Governor

Prayers for the Sick and in Need

“For all those who serve and protect us at home”
Prayers for all Military Personnel
Andrew
Joshua Albright
Rhen Brinkerhoff
Ryan Bubnoski
Carson
Chris
Mike Grzybowski
Kenneth Guenther
Zachery Guise
Raymond Harris, III
Charlie Hiemeril
Dan Hurlbut
Bryan Jensen
Kyle
Robert J. Kunze
Kane Lawlor
Jon S, Lehr
John A. Lukacs
Matt

Michael Marta
Dave McElwain
Mike McHugh
Scott McPherson
Drew Naphy
Andrew Olsson
Brian Opel
Buzz Parish
Ryan
Matt Rebecca
Hugh Robinson
Joe Sheriden
Matt Spangler
Ted
Keith Tucler
Hal Wagner
Bonnie Weis
Alexandra Wismer

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><>

* We pray for our enemies and
for those with whom we are at war. *
“Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and
keeping all the men and women of our armed forces at
home and abroad. Defend them with your heavenly
grace; strengthen them in their trials and temptations;
give them courage to face the perils which beset them;
and grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they may be; Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.”

Amanda
Amanda McNally
Andrew Knox
Anne Lewis
April Ellerbe
Art Dilworth
Audrey Buck
Audrey & Ed Harlow
Baby Mason
Barb & Dick
Bill S.
Betty Steinberg
Caitlin
Carol Todd
Celenies Rodriquez
Chris Burness
Chris Jackson
Chris Vattimma
Danielle
Deborah Kesser
Denise
DJ Bryant
Deborah Kesser
Devon & Steve
Dolores Concio
Edna Spratt
Evelyn Recinello
Franl Ziemetz
Gail
Gattinella Family
Gen Portocalis
Gerry
Gloria

Hilda
Howard
Jacquie
Jack & Linda
Janet Murphy
Janice Engstrom
Jessica Carter’s Family
John
John Opel
John & Candace Jemilo
Joseph Capano
Joseph Whaley
Katherine Lesher
Kelly
Lanie
Linda
Lori Bathurst
Mary
Myra
Nancy LaBarge
Naomi Cressman
Nelson Family
Patricia Peterson
Rebecca
Robert
Sally Maurer
Santores Family
Sophia Capano
Smith Family
Steelman Family
Tannine
Triste
Yvonne

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><>

“Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or
spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles,
and bring them the joy of your salvation.”
(BCP, Prayers of the People, Form IV)

For all who have died in the hope of the
resurrection, especially: Lee Braidwood,
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
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<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><>
<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><>

FOOD PANTRY - Updated Donation List
(Now through June 8th)
Canned goods are needed:
Canned beef stew, rice,
canned
vegetaPitman
bles (especially potatoes,
Food Pantry
peas and green beans), and
laundry detergent. All donations are greatly appreciated
and accepted. You could
bring your donations to Good Shepherd on Saturdays or
Sundays or directly to the pantry. There is a box at back
of parking lot of 1st Baptist Church, Pitman (across from
Post Office).
Pantry hours - Tuesdays 6 to 7, Wednesdays 4 to 5,
Thursdays 12 to 1.

On May 1st, Dana Earley, Diane Wall and Jenniffer Harrington
delivered 55 Mother’s Day gift bags to Angels Community Outreach. Thank you to everyone who contributed to this effort and
supported this very successful outreach project for Women at
the Well.

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><>

OUTREACH - WHAT’S IN YOUR CLOSET?
We are still not collecting clothing
for Camden because we still have
no idea when St. Wilfrid’s Clinic in
Camden will begin operations
again. We would like to suggest
that all clothing donations now be
made to “The Angels Community Outreach”, 334
South Broadway, Pitman, NJ 08071 (Just 2 blocks
below Good Shepherd). They take clothing for people
of all ages and can always use more donations.
Thank you so very much for the generosity of all our
Good Shepherd Family!
Blessings,
Deacon Carl and Ellie Dunn
<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><>

PASTORAL EMERGENCIES
If a Pastoral Emergency should come up for
you, hospitalization, death in the family, please
call the Church Office 856-589-8209 or after
office hours please call Father Dave at 609444-6706 or Deacon Carl at 609-868-7102.

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><>

Father’s Day: Sunday, June 20th, 2021
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O God, our times are in your hand:
Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin another year. Grant
that they may grow in wisdom and grace,
and strengthen they’re trust in your goodness all the days their life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP, pg. 830)

For Those Celebrating a Birthday
June Birthdays
01 – Aidan Ray
02 – Kaitlyn McVeigh
03 – Katharyn Nicolle
04 – Renee Amato
05 – Tryg Farestad II
06 – Erica Davidson
Jenna Derkoski
Ruth Keser
Jorge Prieto
08 – Holden Fellinger
09 – David Opel
10 – Isabella Snodgrass
12 – Paul Morris
Vincent Morris
13 – Hayley Harrington
Chase Startare

14 – Joseph Snodgrass
Mackenzie Swinney
Owen Swinney
16 – Linda Behm
Ross Higgins
Elizabeth McCabe
19 – Meredith McCarthy
Jackie Smith
21 – Mother Pat
22 – Taylor Price
24 – Penelope Bieble
25 – Ross Scull
27 – Beth Portocalis
28 – Jordyn McFadden
Gary Zeigler
29 – Nicholas Rogers
30 – Bill Nelson

Shepherd’s Crook Articles Due
The deadline for the July/August newsletter will be on
June 15, 2021. Please e-mail all articles and pictures to:
goodshepherdpitmagmail.com.
Thank you,
April Mae Rugletic
Coordinator/Administrator
<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><>

PICTURES! What’s Happening at Good Shepherd?
In the surrounding community?
Activities are slowly going to return.
Every new beginning is like a new
birth...Snap away and share.
Please identify who is in each photo and
what the event is about. Thank you!
<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><>

Please Be Considerate of Our Neighbors!

When you park near the church, please be
<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><>

considerate of our neighbors and make sure you
have fully cleared their driveways. Thank you!

Celebrating a
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY?
Please call or email April in the
Church Office with your information. We will post your anniversary right here and the weekly TriFold, and we will celebrate along
with you.

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><>

CONTEMPLATIVE GROUP

The Contemplative Group will continue to meet
on Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. on Zoom.
We are drawing from the teachings of modern
day contemplatives as well as those who have
gone before us. Zoom ID: 813 1796 4254 and
Password is 018120.

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><>
<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><>

