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Welcome to the Church of the Good Shepherd! 
 

We invite you to participate fully in our worship today. We are a community of people rooted in the Christian faith as 

expressed in the Episcopal Church and worldwide Anglican Communion. We are committed to responsible Bible 

teaching, unity, diversity, radical hospitality and beauty in worship. We care about each other, our community and our 

world. We hope you will be enriched and refreshed through this experience of worship. Wherever you are in your 

spiritual journey, please know that you are welcome here at Good Shepherd. 

                                       

YouTube Link: 

https://youtube.com/channel/UCvO7aWxdQc85fQMnOZ6oBbw  

mailto:goodshepherdpitman@gmail.com
https://youtube.com/channel/UCvO7aWxdQc85fQMnOZ6oBbw
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY of ADVENT 
 

Sunday, December 19, 2021                                                                              10:00AM 
 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
The Rev. Dave Snyder, Celebrant  

 

Prelude O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                                                         (The Bell Choir) 
 

Entrance Hymn: “The Angel Gabriel…”                                                                            (Hymn #265) 
 
Vs. #1: The angel Gabriel from heaven came, his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; "All hail," 
 said he, "thou lowly maiden Mary, most highly favored lady," Gloria! 
 
Vs. #2: "For know a blessed Mother thou shalt be, all generations laud and honor thee, thy Son shall 
 be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, most highly favored lady," Gloria! 
 
Vs. #3: Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, "To me be as it pleaseth God," she said, "my soul 
 shall laud and magnify his holy Name." Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 
 
Vs. #4: Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, and Christian 
 folk throughout the world will ever say--"Most highly favored lady," Gloria! 
 
The Lighting of the 4th candle on the Advent Wreath 
 
Lector: On this fourth and final Sunday in Advent we light a candle which calls us to bring to 
completion our Advent preparations by recalling the Visitation of Mary to her cousin Elizabeth.  May 
these final days of Advent preparation provide us with opportunities to encounter the real presence of 
the living Christ whose coming into the world we celebrate at Christmas. 
 

(The fourth Advent candle is lit) 
 

Lector: Let us pray…Good and gracious God, you have called us during this season of Advent to 
open our hearts and our lives to encounter the one who is the source of peace and joy and the hope 
of salvation.  Give us patience to complete the journey we began four weeks ago and to continue to 
wait patiently, hopefully, and joyfully for your coming into our hearts and into our world this 
Christmas…Amen. 
 
Celebrant: Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
People:    And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and for ever, Amen! 
 
The Collect for Purity 
 
Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your Holy name; through Christ our Lord. 
People: Amen.  
 
The Trisagion                                                                                                                                           (#S100)   
                            
Choir and People: Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have Mercy upon us. 
(repeated 3 times) 
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Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you.  
 
Celebrant: Let us Pray. 
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son, Jesus Christ, at his 
coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People…Amen. 
 
The First Lesson: Micah 5:2-5 
 
A reading from the Prophet Micah: 2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans 
of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from 
ancient days. 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in 
the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, 
for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 5and he shall be the one of peace. If the Assyrians 
come into our land and tread upon our soil, we will raise against them seven shepherds and eight 
installed as rulers. 
 
Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm #80:1-7 

(The Psalm will be read responsively by whole verse. The Lector will read the ODD numbered verses 
and the congregation will read the EVEN numbered verses)  

1Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! You who are enthroned upon the 
cherubim, shine forth. 

2before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. Stir up your might, and come to save us! 

3Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

4O LORD God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers? 

5You have fed them with the bread of tears, and given them tears to drink in full measure. 

6You make us the scorn of our neighbors; our enemies laugh among themselves. 

7Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
 
The Second Lesson: Hebrews 10:5-10 
 
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews: 5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; 6in burnt offerings 
and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. 7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O 
God’ (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor 
taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered 
according to the law), 9then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order 
to establish the second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the 
body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
 
Lector: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God! 
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Gospel Hymn: “O Come, O Come Emmanuel…”                                                          (Hymn #56) 

Vs. #7: O come, desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind, bid Thou our sad divisions 
 cease and be Thyself our King of peace. 

 [Refrain] 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (1:39-56) 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

9In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40where she entered 
the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped 
in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are 
you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the 
mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my 
womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was 
spoken to her by the Lord.” 46And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in 
God my Savior, 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all 
generations will call me blessed; 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his 
name. 50His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 51He has shown strength 
with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 52He has brought down the 
powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent 
the rich away empty. 54He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55according to 
the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 56And Mary 
remained with her about three months and then returned to her home. 
 
Deacon: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Gospel Hymn: “O Come, O Come Emmanuel…”                                                          (Hymn #56) 

Vs. #8: O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here 
 until the Son of God appear. [Refrain] 
 
The Homily                                                                                                                      Fr. Dave Snyder 
 
The Nicene Creed                                                                                                            (BCP, pg. 358) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit, he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People:   

Lector:  Let us pray for whole the People of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their 
needs… 
…Silence… 
 
L: God of abundance, we give thanks to you for the gifts you have given us: our lives, our families, our 
friends, our time, our talents and our material possessions.  All that we are and all that we have 
comes from you.  Fill our hearts with gratitude as we remember your generosity and rejoice in your 
goodness… 
…Silence… 
L: Lord in your mercy. 
People: Hear Our Prayer. 
 
L: For Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, for Michael our Presiding Bishop, For Chip our Diocesan 
Bishop for David, our Priest, for Carl, our Deacon, and for the work of our Stewardship committee, 
and for ALL ministers, priests and deacons…may they be faithful in their stewardship of the Gospel of 
Grace.… 
…Silence… 
L: Lord in your Mercy. 
People: Hear Our Prayer. 
 
L: For Joseph our President, for Philip our Governor, for the members of Congress and the Supreme 
Court, and for all who exercise authority over your people in this and every nation.  Grant them 
wisdom and courage to be faithful stewards of the authority and the resources that you have entrusted 
to them…may they labor tirelessly in the cause of peace and justice for those they govern… 
…Silence… 
L: Lord in your Mercy. 
People: Hear Our Prayer. 
 
L: For the victims of poverty, disease, hunger and neglect…for those who suffer silently in body, mind 
and spirit…for those who are lonely, lost and afraid.  May our hearts be broken by the things which 
break the heart of God and may we be generous and compassionate in our response to the cries of 
our neighbors and fellow human beings who need our help... 
…Silence… 
L: Lord in your Mercy. 
People: Hear Our Prayer. 
 
L: Renew in us your Holy Spirit.  Give us courage and confidence to trust you with our lives and our 
future. Help us to be cheerful givers, and to grow in faith through our individual stewardship of life.  
Grant us strong, generous and compassionate hearts to respond to your call to follow your Son’s 
example and lay down our lives for His sake and for the sake of the world he came to save… 
…Silence… 
L: Lord in your mercy. 
People: Hear Our Prayer. 
 
L: O God, our loving Creator and the giver of all good gifts, bless the people of this parish and of our 
diocese…strengthen our faith and grant us the spirit of Christian Stewardship so that we may 
generously invest of our time, talent and treasure in the work of advancing your Kingdom in this 
community…in our Diocese and throughout the world. 
…Silence… 
L: Lord in your Mercy. 
People: Hear Our Prayer. 
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Celebrant: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy thru 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
The Confession: 
 
Deacon: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Deacon and People: 

Most merciful God we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name…Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for us and, for His sake, forgives us 
all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father (+) and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit... Amen. 

The Peace 
 
Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:    And also with you. 
 
Parish Announcements 
 

The Holy Communion 
 

The Offertory: The Magnificat                                                                                         (The Adult Choir) 
 
Doxology:  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
   Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Eucharistic Prayer A                                                                                    BCP, pg. #361            
 

The Celebrant says: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Because you sent your beloved 
Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall 
come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may, without shame or fear rejoice to 
behold his appearing. Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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The Celebrant and People will sing: 
People: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth of full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest.  

Then the Celebrant continues: Holy and gracious Father: In you infinite love you made us 
for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as 
one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, 
and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 
and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your 
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, 
and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, 
now and for ever. People: AMEN. 

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say 
 
Celebrant and People:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant: Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
PEOPLE: Therefore, Let Us Keep the Feast…Alleluia!! 

The Agnus Dei:  

Celebrant and People Sing:  
Jesus, Lamb of God, Have Mercy on us; Jesus, Bearer of our sins, Have Mercy on us; Jesus, 
Redeemer, Redeemer of the World; Give us your Peace; Give us your Peace! 
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Celebrant: The Gifts of God, For the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on Him in your hearts, by Faith, with Thanksgiving. 
 
The Eucharistic Hymns: “Comfort, comfort ye my people…”                                         (Hymn #67) 
 
Vs. #1: Comfort, comfort ye my people, speak ye peace, thus saith our God; comfort those who sit in 
 darkness mourning 'neath their sorrow's load. Speak ye to Jerusalem of the peace that waits 
 for them; tell her that her sins I cover, and her warfare now is over. 
 
Vs. #2: Hark, the voice of one that crieth in the desert far and near, calling us to new repentance 
 since the kingdom now is here. Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way; let the 
 valleys rise to meet him, and the hills bow down to greet him. 
 
Vs. #3: Make ye straight what long was crooked, make the rougher places plain: let your hearts be 
 true and humble, as befits his holy reign. For the glory of the Lord now o'er earth is shed 
 abroad; and all flesh shall see the token that the word is never broken. 
 

“Rejoice! Rejoice, believers…”                                       (Hymn #68) 

Vs. #1: Rejoice! rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear! The evening is advancing, and darker 
 night is near. The Bridegroom is arising, and soon he will draw nigh; up, watch with 
 expectation! at the midnight comes the cry. 

Vs. #2: See that your lamps are burning, replenish them with oil; look now for your salvation, the end 
 of sin and toil. The marriage-feast is waiting, the gates wide open stand; Rise up, ye heirs of 
 glory, the Bridegroom is at hand! 

Vs. #3: Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; Arise, thou Sun so longed for, above this 
 darkened sphere! With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see the day of earth's 
 redemption, and ever be with thee! 

The Distribution of Bread and Wine  
 

(Please return to your seat using the outside aisle) 

Celebrant: The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His Grace. 

The Prayer for a Spiritual Communion:  
 
Celebrant: Let Us Pray:  
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I desire to 
offer you praise and thanksgiving as I proclaim your resurrection. I love you above all things, 
and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and 
Blood, come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, 
and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the 
life to come…Amen.  
 
The Collect for Discernment: 
 
Celebrant: Let Us Prayer: Gracious God, who knows our needs even before we ask, Grant us the 
wisdom and grace to do Your Will as we seek a new Rector.  Bless each member of the 
Discernment Committee with clear eyes, listening ears, and discerning minds. 
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Speak to the hearts of your people so that we may discover our mutual path toward fulfilling 
Your will for the Church of the Good Shepherd and the community we are called to serve. We 
ask this prayer united in faith and love, in the name of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus the 
Christ...AMEN! 
  
The Post Communion Prayer                                                                                         BCP 366 
 
Celebrant: Let Us Pray.  
Almighty and ever living God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 
precious Body and Blood of your Son our savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these 
holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal 
Kingdom.  And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and 
serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory, now and forever…Amen. 
 
The Blessing and Benediction: 
 
Celebrant: And now, people of God, as you go on your way, may Christ, himself, go with you. May He 
go behind you to encourage you; in front of you to show you the way; beside you to befriend you; above 
you to watch over you and within you to give you His peace, in the name of the Father (+) and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit…AMEN! 
 
Recessional Hymn: “Tell Out My Soul…”                                                       (Hymn #437) 
 
Vs. #1: Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; 
 tender to me the promise of his word; in God my Savior shall my heart rejoice. 
 
Vs. #2: Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name! Make known his might, the deeds his arm has 
 done; his mercy sure, from age to age the same; his holy name -- the Lord, the Mighty One. 
 
Vs. #3: Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! Powers and dominions lay their glory by. Proud 
 hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
 
Vs. #4: Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. Tell out, my 
 soul, the greatness of the Lord to children's children and forevermore! 
 
The Dismissal 

 
Deacon: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
PEOPLE: THANKS BE TO GOD!!  
  

 

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> 

  

  

ASSISTING AT THE LITURGY TODAY 

Acolytes: Evan Davies, Kaelan Davies 

Altar Guild: Kathy Rogers, Ann Peel, Becky Goff 

Lay Readers: Mark and Susan Nicolle 

Ushers: Len Fedullo, Ann Peel 

 


