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Welcome to the Church of the Good Shepherd! 

 

We invite you to participate fully in our worship today. We are a community of 

people rooted in the Christian faith as expressed in the Episcopal Church and 

worldwide Anglican Communion. We are committed to responsible Bible teach-

ing, unity, diversity, radical hospitality and beauty in worship. We care about 

each other, our community and our world. We hope you will be enriched and 

refreshed through this experience of worship. Wherever you are in your spiritual 

journey, please know that you are welcome here at Good Shepherd. 

(All the lights in the sanctuary will be extinguished following the post communion prayer) 
 

*Silence* 
 

Celebrant: The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light…and those who dwelt in a land of deep dark-
ness on them has light shined! And the Light shined in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome it!! 

 
(The Celebrant then shares the light of Christ with the congregation. 

When everyone has a lit candle, the congregation will sing Silent Night) 
 

Vs. #1: Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright.  Round yon virgin mother and child.  Holy infant so tender 
 and mild, sleep in heavenly peace; sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Vs. #2: Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; glory streams from heaven afar. Heavenly hosts 
 sing Alleluia! Christ the savior is born! Christ the savior is born! 
 
Vs. #3: Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light. Radiant streams from your holy face.  With the dawn 
 of redeeming grace.  Jesus Lord at your birth! Jesus Lord at your birth! 
 
The Christmas Blessing… 
 
Celebrant: May Almighty God who pitched his tent among us in Jesus, the Word made flesh, bestow upon you 
the riches of his blessing.  
PEOPLE: AMEN! 
 
Celebrant: May the Christ Child who humbled himself and took on our humanity, be born again in your life. 
PEOPLE: AMEN! 
 
The Celebrant lights the Christ Candle and says: THE LIGHT OF CHRIST and the people respond THANKS BE 
TO GOD!   
 
Celebrant: May the gift of the Spirit given to you in Baptism, be rekindled in your heart this Christmas Season. 
PEOPLE: AMEN! 
 
Celebrant: And may the Blessing of Almighty God, Father (+) Son and Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with 
you forever. 
PEOPLE: AMEN! 
 
Recessional Hymn: “Joy to the World…”                                                          (Hymn #100)  
 
Vs. #1: Joy to the world! the Lord is come: let earth receive her King; let every heart prepare him room, and  
 heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 
Vs. #2: Joy to the world! the Savior reigns; let us our songs employ, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and 
 plains, repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
Vs. #3: No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; he comes to make his blessings flow 
 far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
Vs. #4: He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove the glories of his righteousness 
 and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 
The Dismissal 
 
Postlude: Go tell it on the Mountain            Madison McNally, Piano (7:00PM)   

     Hark the Herald Angels Sing            Anamaria Pastiu, Organ (7:00PM) 
 
Deacon: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
People: THANKS BE TO GOD, ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA!! 
 

 
<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><>  

YouTube Link: 

https://youtube.com/channel/UCvO7aWxdQc85fQMnOZ6oBbw 

mailto:goodshepherdpitman@gmail.com
https://youtube.com/channel/UCvO7aWxdQc85fQMnOZ6oBbw


 

Christmas Eve8 

 

December 24th, 2021                                                                                                                   7:00 &10:00 PM 
 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
The Rev. David L. Snyder, Celebrant  

 
Organ Prelude: The First Noel             Kirsten Nelson, piano (7:00PM) 

                          Away in a Manger                        Bell Choir (10:00PM) 

                        
THE WORD OF GOD 

 
Welcome!  Everything you need to follow along and participate in worship today is in this program. Words in bold 
are read by all. 
 
Entrance Hymn: “O Come All Ye Faithful…”                                                                             (Hymn # 83) 
 
Vs. #1: O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem; come, and behold 
 him, born the King of angels; 
 
 Refrain: 
 O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
 Christ the Lord. 
 
Vs. #2: God from God, Light from Light eternal, lo! he abhors not the Virgin's womb; only-begotten Son of the 
 Father; [Refrain] 
 
Vs. #3: Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; glory to God, glory in the 
 highest; [Refrain] 
 
Vs. #4: See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze; we too will  
 thither bend our joyful footsteps; [Refrain] 
 
Vs. #5: Child, for us sinners poor and in the manger, we would embrace thee, with love and awe; who would not 
 love thee, loving us so dearly? [Refrain] 
 
The Acclamation                                                                                                                          BCP 355  
                                         
Celebrant: Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People:    And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.  
 
The Collect for Purity 
 
Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily mag-
nify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord… Amen. 
 
The Hymn of Praise. This Is the Feast of Victory for Our God           (Hymn #417) 
 
Celebrant and People: This is the Feast of victory for our God, Alleluia! Worthy is Christ the Lamb who 
was slain, whose Blood set us free to be People of God.  Power, riches, wisdom and strength and honor 
and blessing and glory are His. This is the Feast of Victory for our God, Alleluia! Sing with all the people 
of God and join in the hymn of all creation: Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the 
Lamb forever…AMEN!  
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We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the 
Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be accepta-
ble through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your 
Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 
your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and 
the author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 
and forever…Amen. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory for ever and ever…Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
Celebrant: Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Eucharist Hymns: “Of the Father’s Love Begotten…”                                                 (Hymn #82)   
 
Vs. #1: Of the Father's love begotten, ere the worlds began to be, he is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the 
 ending he, of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see, evermore and evermore! 
 
Vs. #2: O that birth for ever blessèd, when the Virgin, full of grace, by the Holy Ghost conceiving, bore the Savior 
 of our race; and the Babe, the world's Redeemer, first revealed his sacred face, evermore and evermore! 
 
Vs. #3: Let the heights of heaven adore him; angel hosts, his praises sing; powers, dominions, bow before him, 
 and extol our God and King; let no tongue on earth be silent, every voice in concert ring, evermore and 
 evermore! 
 
Vs. #4: Christ, to thee with God the Father, and, O Holy Ghost, to thee, hymn and chant and high thanksgiving, 
 and unwearied praises be; honor, glory and dominion, and eternal victory, evermore and evermore! 
 

“Lo how a Rose e’er Blooming…”                                                                (Hymn #81) 
 

Vs. #1: Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! Of Jesse's lineage coming as seers of old 
 have sung. It came, a blossom bright, amid the cold of winter, when half spent was the night. 
 
Vs. #2: Isaiah 'twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind, with Mary we behold it, the Virgin Mother kind. To show 
 God's love aright, she bore to us a Savior, when half spent was the night. 
 
Vs. #3: This Flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air, dispel in glorious splendor the darkness 
 everywhere. True man, yet very God, from sin and death He saves us and lightens every load. 
 
The Prayer for a Spiritual Communion  
 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I desire to offer you 
praise and thanksgiving as I proclaim your resurrection. I love you above all things, and long for you in 
my soul. Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come spiritually into my 
heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. 
May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.  
 
Post Communion Prayer                                                                                            BCP 366 
 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send 
us now into the world in peace and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness 
and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Celebrant: Let us pray.  
O God, you have caused this Holy Night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, who have 
known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you, and the Holy 
Spirit He lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. 
People...Amen! 
 
The First Lesson: Isaiah 9:2-7 
 
A reading from the Prophet Isaiah: 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived 
in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its 
joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of 
their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of 
Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for 
the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually, and 
there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice 
and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 
Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
The Psalm #96:1-13 
 
(The Psalm will be read responsively by whole verse. The Lector will read the odd numbered verses and the 
  People will read the Even numbered verses). 
 
1O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
 
2Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day. 
 
3Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples. 
 
4For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; he is to be revered above all gods. 
 
5For all the gods of the peoples are idols, but the Lord made the heavens. 
 
6Honor and majesty are before him; strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 
 
7Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
 
8Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an offering, and come into his courts. 
 
9Worship the Lord in holy splendor; tremble before him, all the earth. 
 
10Say among the nations, “The Lord is king! The world is firmly established; it shall never be moved. He 
   will judge the peoples with equity.” 
 
11Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
 
12let the field exult, and everything in it. Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 
 
13before the Lord; for he is coming, for he is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the world with righteous- 
   ness, and the peoples with his truth. 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
Eucharistic Prayer B 

 
The Offertory: O Little Town of Bethlehem              Anamaria Pastiu, Organ (7:00PM) 

         Mary Sleeping, Softly Lies                   Adult Choir (10:00PM) 
 
Presentation of Alms & Doxology 
 
The Celebrant says: All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
Eucharistic Prayer B                                                                                               BCP 367           
 
The Celebrant says: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant: : It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Al-
mighty, Creator of heaven and earth; Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by 
the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we 
might be delivered from the bondage of sin and receive power to become your children. Therefore, we praise 
you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this 
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
The Celebrant and People will say: 
People: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth of full of your glory.  Hosanna 
in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  
 

Then the Celebrant continues:  
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the 
calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days, you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior 
and Redeemer of the world.  
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all 
of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. When-
ever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  
 
Celebrant and People:  
We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory. 
 
The Celebrant continues: 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, 
this bread and this wine. 
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The Second Lesson: Titus 2:11-14 
 
A reading from the letter to Titus: 11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to 
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and 
godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people 
of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

                                                                                           
Lector:   The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Hymn: “Once in Royal David’s City…”                                                                        (Hymn #102) 
 
Vs. #1: Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle shed, where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed: 
 Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 
 
The Holy Gospel      
                                                                                                     
Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (2:1-20) 
People:     Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
2In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This was the 
first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be regis-
tered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 
because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom 
he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her 
child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, be-
cause there was no place for them in the inn. 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messi-
ah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a man-
ger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14“Glory 
to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 15When the angels had left 
them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing 
that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Jo-
seph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 
this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:     Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Gospel Hymn: “Once in Royal David’s City…”                                                                        (Hymn #102) 
 
Vs. #2: He came down to earth from heaven, who is God and Lord of all, and his shelter was a stable, and his 
 cradle was a stall; with the poor, the scorned, the lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 
The Homily                                           The Rev. David L. Snyder 
  

Music: Ave Maria                             Vivian Prieto (7:00PM) 

           O Holy Night                             Grace Yahnke (10:00PM) 
 
The Nicene Creed                                                                                                                        BCP 358 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and un-
seen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the pow-
er of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in ac-
cordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and 
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come...Amen.       
   

Prayers of the People: Form III                                                                                BCP, pg. 387 

Lector: Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
People: That we all may be one. 

L: Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
P: That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

L: We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
P: That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

L: We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
P: That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

L: Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
P: That our works may find favor in your sight. 

L: Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
P: That they may be delivered from their distress. 

L: Give to the departed eternal rest. 
P: Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

L: We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
P: May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

L: Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Celebrant: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray; trusting in your mercy, through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord…Amen. 
 
Confession of Sin 
 
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Celebrant and People: 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of 
your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Celebrant: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us, and for His sake, forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ and by His authority. I therefore declare to you the for-
giveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father (+) and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit…Amen! 
 
The Peace 
 
Celebrant    The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People        And also with you. 
 
Parish Announcements 

5 


