
Ca l e nd a r  o f  Ev e nt s  a t  G oo d  Sh e ph e r d  

Saturday, December 18th: The 4th Sunday of Advent @ 
5:30pm (Fr. Dave will be the Celebrant and will preach 
the Homily) 

Sunday, December 19th: The 4th Sunday of Advent @ 
10:00am in-person and on the church’s YouTube 

 channel (Fr. Dave will be the Celebrant and will preach 
the Homily); December Vestry Meeting @ 11:30am 

The Week of December 20th, 2021: 

Tuesday, Dec. 21st:  Morning Prayer @ 9:00am via 
Zoom (hosted by Chuck Lezenby) 

Wednesday, Dec. 22nd:  Morning Prayer @ 9:00am via 
Zoom (hosted Chuck Lezenby) 

Friday, December 24th: (Christmas Eve) The Feast of 
the Nativity of Our Lord will be celebrated @ 7:00pm 
and 10:00pm  

Saturday, December 25th: (Christmas Day) @ 9:00am 
(in-person only) Fr. Dave will be the Celebrant and will 
preach the homily. Note: there will be no Saturday 
Evening Service on Christmas Day! 

Sunday, December 26th: The First Sunday After 
 Christmas-Lessons and Carols with Holy Eucharist 
 @ 10:00am in-person and on the YouTube Channel 

(Fr. Dave will be the Celebrant).  
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Pastoral Emergencies 
 

If a Pastoral Emergency should come up for you, hospitalization, 

death in the family, please call the Church Office 856-589-8209 or 

after Office hours, please call Father Dave at 609-444-6706 or 

Deacon Carl at 609-868-7102. 

Announcements for: 

December 18th & 19th, 2021 
Prayers for Those Celebrating a Birthday: 

December ~ 
19 - Allison Higgins 
       Jessica Higgins 
20 - Dennis Richardson 
22 - Brian Startare 
25 - Jesus Christ 

O God, our times are in your hand.  Look with favor, we 
pray, on your servants as they begin another year. In 
Jesus' name we pray. Amen.    

Happy  Anniversary  

to all the  

December Couples 

mailto:goodshepherdpitman@gmail.com


FOOD PANTRY - Updated Donation List 

                                     Latest Needs: As of 12/14/21 

Rice 

Spaghettios/Canned Ravioli 
    Beefaroni 

Pancake Mix and Pancake 
    Syrup 

 Chili/Canned Beef Stew/ 
                                          Corned Beef Hash 

All donations are greatly appreciated and accepted. You 
could bring your donations to Good Shepherd on Satur-
days or Sundays or directly to the pantry.  There is a box 
at back of parking lot of 1st Baptist Church, Pitman 
(across from Post Office).  Pantry hours - Tuesdays 6 
to 7, Wednesdays 4 to 5, Thursdays 12 to 1.         

Pitman 
Food 

Pantry 

Annual Pledge Campaign 

The annual Fall pledge con-
cluded last weekend with Con-
secration Saturday & Sunday. 
The theme of this year’s cam-
paign was “Keep Good Shep-

herd Strong…INVEST in Our Future”. The goal of the 
campaign was to “replicate” the results of our 2019 cam-
paign (96 pledging units with pledged income of $232K).  
At the conclusion of services last weekend, everyone was 
asked to complete an Estimate of Giving card for 2022. As 
of this past Wednesday, we have received 65 pledges to-
taling $160,253.00. If you are planning to submit an Esti-
mate of Giving for 2022, please use the Estimate of Giving 
card which you received or follow this link to make an on-
line pledge:                 

https://forms.gle/D3d6ajbFqU8wcBn16 

Thank you, in advance, for your generosity and for your 
investment in the mission and ministry of the Church of the 
Good Shepherd.  

Hoping Against HOPE!! 

I am sure you have heard the 
expression Hoping AGAINST 
HOPE.  Did you know that the 
expression has Biblical roots? It 
actually comes from the 4th 

chapter of Paul’s letter to the Romans. Speaking about 
the patriarch, Father Abraham, writes: “Hoping 
AGAINST HOPE, he (Abraham) believed that he would 
be the Father of many nations”. Remember, Abraham 
was a very old man when he received God’s promise 
that he would become the “Father of Many Nations”.  In 
fact, Abraham (and his wife, Sarah) were so old that he 
was “as good as dead” (according to the author of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews-11:12). Abraham was too old to 
father a child; he certainly knew that, and yet, he be-
lieved and he kept on believing; Abraham never 
stopped believing that, one day, God’s promises would, 
in fact, be fulfilled!  To Hope AGAINST HOPE is to hope 
for something that, on the surface, appears to be 
“Hopeless”. Hoping AGAINST HOPE means hoping 
even though you know, in your bones, that what you are 
hoping for is most likely not going to happen. Hoping 
AGAINST HOPE means to hope (and continue to hope) 
even though, in reality there probably is NO HOPE! My 
guess is that Hoping AGAINST HOPE is what the virgin 
Mary did when she believed the improbable message of 
the Angel Gabriel at the Annunciation: that she (an un-
married adolescent who was a virgin) would conceive in 
her womb and, nine months later, give birth to the Mes-
siah!  

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> 

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> 

  Attn.: Ministry Chairpersons 

You should have received the Annual 
Report letter of notice sent out last 

Tuesday.  Deadline for Reports: 
Monday, January 3rd, 2022 

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> 

Coffee Hour Suspended 

The alarming rise in the infection rate in Gloucester City. 
(on Thursday it was 58.5 per 100K; we believe that this 
is higher than it has been at any time since the begin-
ning of the Pandemic) will result in the suspension of 
Coffee Hour beginning on Sunday, December 19th 
and “until further notice”.  At the meeting on Sunday, 
the Vestry will be considering a proposal calling for the 
“re-implementation” of the “in-person worship protocols” 
for the immediate future.  This includes required masks, 
social distancing and a limit on the number of worship-
pers attending any service.   

Prayers of the People… 

Sometimes names get added and removal 
is forgotten after recovery from an illness or 
surgery...it happens.  The Church Office will 
be looking into reducing the list of "Pop" 
names beginning in January.  

When calling the Church Office, we will be using the 
following format for listing names:  Name, reason, added 
by, date added, date removed...(Please note: we mean 
well by adding names for those we know and care for 
who have an illness, etc.  Names will not be added with-
out permission of said person. Please ask them first.).  In 
the future, names will remain on the Pop's for 4 weeks 
and then removed.  For those who have died, they will 
remain on for 2 weeks.  Names will be listed in date or-
der of being received in the Church Office.   

 

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> 


