
The Shepherd’s Crook  
 

The Church of the Good Shepherd 
315 Highland Terrace, Pitman, New Jersey   08071 

“We Love Our Church”    

CHURCH MINISTRY Leaders 
Names and liaisons for contact 

Rector - Rev. Andrew C. Reinholz 
Deacon - The Rev. Carl Dunn  

VESTRY 
Sr. Warden - Beth Portocalis  
Jr. Warden - Bill Nelson  
Vestry Clerk - Chuck Lezenby  
Acting Treasurer - George Funk  
Asst. Treasurer - Patti Fortney  
Asst. Treasurer - Len Fedullo  

(Class of 2022) 
Brad Davies, Gail Morton Dana Szilier 

(Class of 2023) 
Paige Bathurst, Bill Beard, Cheryl Burness 

(Class of 2024) 
Dana Earley, Rich Harrington, Ann Peel 

2022 Vestry Liaisons 

Rector's Report  - Fr. Andrew 

Deacon's Report & Camden Christmas/
Camden Clothing Drives - Deacon Carl   

Sr. Warden, Finance & Nominations -  
    Beth Portocalis  

Jr. Warden & Property - Bill Nelson  

Adult Christian Education - Ann Peel  

Creation Care Ministry - Cheryl Burness 

Endowment, Columbarium & Women at 
   the Well - Dana Earley 

Internal Ministries (LEMs, Acolytes, Ushers, 

   Altar Guild, Newcomers/Greeters) - Bill Beard 

Music Ministry -  Rich Harrington 

Outreach (Family Promise, Holly Fair, Crop 
   Walk, Pitman Food Pantry, Caring Hands, 
   Quilters & local clothing drives, and 

   Brotherhood of St. Andrew) - Gail Morton 

Personnel - Dana Szilier 

Stewardship - Ann Peel  

Website & Social Media - Paige Bathurst 

Youth Activities & Sunday School -  
   Brad Davies 

Staff 
Jen Fisicaro-Organist, Maria Szalma-Sexton, 

April Mae Rugletic-Parish Administrator,  
Tim Kuhn - AV Technician 

The Rev. Andrew C. Reinholz, Rector                                                                 December 2022 

The mission of the Church of the Good Shepherd is: 
To know and embrace Jesus Christ and to share God’s love 

with our neighbors as a welcoming community. 

A Message from Fr. Andrew:   

One of the joys I find in the Advent season is the time to slow down and reflect 
on the holy mystery of Christ’s first entry into this world, and the holy expectation 
we faithfully observe as we wait for his second arrival. Part of how I do that is 
through poetry. I would like to share with you one of my favorite Advent poems. I 
pray that it adds to your own prayer and contemplation during this holy and 
blessed season.  

Remembering that it happened once, 
We cannot turn away the thought, 
As we go out, cold, to our barns 
Toward the long night’s end, that we 
Ourselves are living in the world 
It happened in when it first happened, 
That we ourselves, opening a stall 
(A latch thrown open countless times 
Before), might find them breathing there, 
Foreknown: the Child bedded in straw, 
The mother kneeling over Him, 
The husband standing in belief 
He scarcely can believe, in light 
That lights them from no source we see, 
An April morning’s light, the air 
Around them joyful as a choir. 
We stand with one hand on the door, 
Looking into another world 
That is this world, the pale daylight 
Coming just as before, our chores 
To do, the cattle all awake, 
Our own frozen breath hanging 
In front of us; and we are here 
As we have never been before, 
Sighted as not before, our place 
Holy, although we knew it not. 

By Wendell Berry  
1987, VI, A Timbered Choir 

In Christ, 
Fr. Andrew + 
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Election of a New Bishop                     Contributed by: Jack Daugherty 

We are rapidly approaching the Electing Convention for the XIII Bishop of the Diocese of New Jersey. It will be on 
Saturday, January 28, 2023, at Trenton Cathedral, beginning at 8:45 AM. This will be a hybrid meeting, with 
clergy and delegates gathered in person and on the Zoom platform. 

The candidates will visit New Jersey the week of January 9th-14th, 2023 and tour the diocese, including visiting Tren-
ton Cathedral, the Diocesan offices, and several churches, talking about ministries, and meeting many New Jersey 
Episcopalians. As part of that visit, there will be five forums for the candidates to answer questions and engage in 
conversation with us. A forum at Trenton Cathedral is for clergy only.  

There will be four candidate’s forums where clergy and lay persons from the diocese will be able to listen to the candidates respond 
to questions on a number of relevant topics. All of these forums will be broadcast on social media and will be archived for viewing 
after the events. The schedule for the forums is as follows: 

Jan. 11, 1:30-3:30pm at Church of the Ascension, Gloucester City  

Jan. 11, 7:00-9:00pm at Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, South River  

Jan. 12, 6:30-8:30pm at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Gladstone 

Jan. 13, 7:00-9:00pm at St. Mark and All Saints Episcopal Church, Galloway Twp. (Absecon) 

Please visit bishopsearchnj.org, where you will see a video message from each of the five candidates for the office of bishop, as 
well as their resumes, and have access to sermons preached by them. There is also a tab on the website where you are invited to 
submit a question to the candidates, which will be considered to be used at one of the five candidates forums.   

Please pray for each of the candidates as they journey through this process and please pray for the clergy and lay delegates to the 
Electing Convention, that they may be open to the movement of the Holy Spirit during the election process.    

Further information on web addresses where the forums can be viewed will be made available to the members of the parish in the 
near future.  

As we prepare for an election of a new bishop, we offer this prayer. 
Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall choose a 
bishop for this Diocese, that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our ministries; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> 

          Annual Meeting Reports 

Now is the time to start compiling 

your reports for the Annual Meeting  

of Good Shepherd, to be held on 

Sunday, January 22nd, 2022  

 

Deadline for Reports: Monday, January 2nd, 2023 

Diocese of New Jersey:  Online Safe Church Training 

Anyone who has taken the initial training 
onsite and wishes to take the online recerti-
fication, please email Ann Notte at the Dio-
cese of NJ to receive an invitation to the 
new system.  This would include: anyone 
who has a key to the church, ordained per-

s o n s ,  a d u l t s  w h o  m i n i s t e r  w i t h  m i -
nors (children and youth), youth in leadership roles, & 
adults who minister with vulnerable human.  Be sure to 
include your name, email, position, church, and town in 
your email. 

Christmas Poinsettias & Greens 

Absolute deadline: 

Friday, December  16th, 12 Noon 

See insert in the Service Bulletin for details 

Christmas Eve Services:   

        7:00 & 10:00 pm 

Christmas Day Service: 

    10:00 am 

http://bishopsearchnj.org/
mailto:anotte@dioceseofnj.org


We Enjoyed! 

When the Women at the Well planned their events for the 
year they planned a special Thanksgiving dinner.  They set 
a date for November 13th. The dinner was planned for an 
after worship time at 1:00. Everyone was invited to this spe-
cial meal. The people who attended contributed all sorts of 
tasty offerings that went with the roast turkey.  The idea of 
this was to get all involved with fellowship with each other 
and just enjoy with no obligations. It has been a busy, chal-
lenging time with the covid situation, masks and all that had 
to be done. So now was the time to just enjoy each other, 
visit and eat. It offered relaxed time to chat, laugh and spend 
time with friends. 

This was a great success and a memorable event to start 
the hectic fall season. It is hoped that this could become an 
annual event!                  Submitted by: Alice Aultman 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Credit:  Beth Portocalis 

Brotherhood of 
St. Andrew: 

Luncheon and Camden 
Christmas Gift Tree 

 
Sun., Nov. 20, 2022 

 
Photo Credit:  
Beth Portocalis 
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Jenn & Rich Harrington, 
Holly Fair Co-Chairs 

Good Shepherd Choir Good Shepherd Café Volunteers 
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<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> 

Virtual-Morning Prayer Via Zoom 

Join us Tuesday & Thursday  
Mornings @ 9:00 am. 

Zoom ID:  842-2021-6995 

PW:  0044748 

 

FOOD PANTRY - Latest Needs: As of 11-30-2022 

Please be generous in giving.  Donations greatly needed. 

 
CEREAL 
Peanut Butter and Jelly, 
Canned Soups, 
Canned Chili, 
Canned Ravioli, Spaghetti,  
 Beefaroni, etc. 
Spaghetti Sauce, 

Instant Mashed Potatoes, Coffee, Tea Bags. Cake Mix, 
Pancake Mix, Snacks, Zip Lock Freezer Bags 

All donations are greatly appreciated and accepted. You 
could bring your donations to Good Shepherd on Saturdays 
or Sundays or directly to the pantry.  There is a box at back 
of parking lot of 1st Baptist Church, Pitman (across from 
Post Office).   

Pantry hours - Tuesdays 6 to 7, Wednesdays 4 to 5, Thurs-
days 12 to 1.         

Pitman 

Food 

Pantry 

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> 

Thought for the Day               By Alice Aultman 

It’s Time 

It’s time to pull out all the Christmas decorations, set up the 
tree and plan how to display them. It’s time to make sure the 
lights work, or if they need replacement bulbs, and the balls 
for the tree are ready. It’s time to sort any memorable items 
made by family members and away we go. 

Since I have a “new” area to decorate, the what is going 
where is a challenge. No matter what is found my favorite 
choices are the nativity sets that depict the birth of that spe-
cial baby. 

I wonder what that baby really looked like, that small child 
that is the center of this wonderful Christmas season. 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS TO JOIN YOU FOR: 

 

 

Term 2 

12/04/22 – Term 2, Lesson 4 

12/11/22 – Term 2, Lesson 5 

12/18/22 – Christmas Theme: 
     Group session for all ages  
     Wreaths and decorations 

Any questions regarding the  
Sunday School program may be directed to: 

Jaclyn and Brad Davies 

at jaclyndavies77@gmail.com 

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> 

Annual Coat Collection: MANY THANKS 

Olive and I wish to thank those who donated a coat/s 
to our annual coat collection. We are delighted to say 
that with your participation, we were able to donate 50 
new coats to St. Thomas’, Glassboro. The coats will 
then be distributed to school-aged students in the 
Glassboro area. God’s work...our hands...for the 
welfare of the God’s children. 

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> 
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Church of the Good Shepherd 

Prayers of the People 

Prayers for the Church and Clergy 

For all Churches in the Diocese of NJ & Ecuador 
Michael Curry, the Presiding Bishop 
William “Chip” Stokes, Our Bishop 

The Rev. Andrew C. Reinholz, Arriving New Rector 
Rev. Carl Dunn, our Deacon 

Sister Cass, AF 
Charles Nakash – Missionary in the Dominican Republic 

As We Prepare for an Election of a New Bishop 

 Look graciously on your Church, and so guide the minds of 
those who shall choose a bishop for this Diocese, that we 
may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people 
and equip us for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

Prayers for the Nation 

Joseph R. Biden, Our President                                   
Phil Murphy, Our Governor     

Prayers for all Military Personnel  

“For all those who serve and protect us at home” 

Raymond Harris, III 
Alexandra Wismer 

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> 

* We pray for our enemies and 
for those with whom we are at war.* 

“Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all 
the men and women of our armed forces at home and abroad. De-
fend them with your heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials 
and temptations; give them courage to face the perils which beset 
them; and grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever 
they may be; Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.” 

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or 
spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them 
the joy of your salvation.” 

Prayers for all who have died in the hope of the  
Resurrection., Let us pray to the Lord:   

Lord, have mercy. 

 
Prayers for Our Parish Families:  For DECEMBER 

Hiatt, Higgins, Hills, & Hudock Families 

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> 

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> 

For Those Celebrating a Birthday 
 

 

02 – Janice Engstrom 
        Bob Morton 
03 – Kira Brinkerhoff 
04 – Bryan Smith 
05 – Sean Hills 
        Jacob McHugh 
08 – Brian Opel 
        Cayla Rainier 
09 – Lyric Chimenti 
10 – Morgan Masciangelo 
12 – Kristin Braidwood 
14 – Liz Grantham 
        Jennifer Harrington 
        Shelly Harris 
        Allison Vadino 

18 – Gabriel Handley 
19 – Allison Higgins 
        Jessica Higgins 
20 – Dennis Richardson 
22 – Brian Startare 
25 – Jesus Christ 
27 –  Lauren Bradley 
27 – Jackie McFadden 
28 – Mia Terpolilli 
29 – Louise Clark 
30 – Lauren Southwick 
31 – Ryan Braidwood 

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with 
favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin 
another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom 
and grace, and strengthen they’re trust in your 
goodness all the days their life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.            (BCP, pg. 830) 

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> 

Prayers for the Sick and in Need  

Dcn. Sally Maurer, Marin Clark, Sandy Lafferty, 
Shelly Harris, Susan Somers 

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> 

Happy Anniversary wishes  
to our December Wedding Couples 


