
 1 

Lent 4 Year A March 19 2023 1 Samuel Psalm 23 Ephesians 5 John 9 
A very strong theme is running its way through all of our readings today. 

That is the theme of vision.  
Vision has the dynamic quality of being able to be spoken of literally and 

metaphorically simultaneously.  
Vision literally defines how I see myself –  for example, the image I see 

reflected back in a mirror. It also defines how I see myself in a larger, more 
philosophical sense. The vision I have, say, of my past endeavors being successful 
or not, and what I see as being my future. 

This is not confined to myself alone. I see others – what color hair they have, 
or what color eyes they have. But I also see them in terms of being, say, my friend 
or enemy.  

I see the world around me – a beautiful sunset or a dreary rainy day. I can 
also see the world as a place of mutual cooperation and goodwill, or a place of 
competition and conquest. 

 
Our scripture is placed within this dynamic environment. 
1st Samuel tells us, “For the Lord does not see as mortals see, they look on 

the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 
Psalm 23 evokes a clear and direct vision, with knowledge and wisdom.  

“He leads me beside still waters, and guides me along right pathways.” 
Ephesians captures all things, declaring that “everything exposed by the light 

becomes visible.” 
And then, of course, there is our very full and extensive reading from the 

Gospel of John – with the sight of the blind man being restored by Jesus.  
 
By Jesus literally restoring this man's sight, he begins to reveal and expose 

larger concepts and ideas. Larger visions. One of them is a very basic and popular 
way of understanding how the world works.  

The disciples and the Pharisees express it. When they ask, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” they reveal how they see 
and understand the world, and how they see and understand sin.  

 
For them, there must be an originating offense if there is a perceived 

punishment. The man is blind (punishment); therefore, there must be an (offense) 
sin – either committed by himself or by his parents.  

This is a cause-and-effect way of seeing things. This is a popular way of 
understanding the world. And Jesus is dismissing it out of hand.  

Here is how Bishop N.T. Wright describes it. “Jesus firmly resists this 
analysis of how the world is ordered. The world is stranger than that, and darker 
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than that, and the light of God’s powerful, loving justice shines more brightly than 
that. But to understand it all, we have to be prepared to dismantle some of our 
cherished assumptions and, to let God remake them in a different way.  

“We have to stop thinking of the world as a kind of moral slot-machine, 
where people put in a coin ( a good act, say, or an evil one ) and get our a 
particular result ( a reward or a punishment )” 

 
There were no slot machines in the ancient world, but this blind man’s sight 

being restored, is exposing that so many of the people see themselves living in this 
kind of moral casino.  

 
They can not accept what Jesus is saying or what he is doing. 
The miracle seems evident enough. The man says it as plainly as it can be 

put “I was blind. Now I see.” But some in the gathered crowds, and especially 
some of the Pharisees, do not want to accept this. They do not want to – or cannot 
see it clearly.  

They question the man twice. They interrogate the man's parents. They even 
try an attack the merit of this miracle because it was performed on the Sabbath, and 
anything done on the sabbath, they argue, breaks the law and therefore can not be 
of God.  

 
It is so striking how the return of one man's sight, reveals the apparent 

blindness of so many others. Because with each question, with each doubt, with the 
final outright rejection and casting out of the man form the synagogue, the people 
show just how deep into darkness they have fallen. How sin has left them without 
clear sight. Their own sin – the sin of judgment, condemnation, and spiritual pride 
– and their obsession with seeing the sin of others.  

Through a lens of sin, they see the world, see others, and see themselves.  
Sin is the only way they can understand the world. It is the only way they 

can define and orient their relationship to the man.  
He is a sinner. For that to change, for him to no longer carry that mark of 

sin, might mean changing everything. 
 
They are showing us that it is possible to become so shrouded in sin, so 

plunged into its darkness, that it can become all one can see. They show us how 
one can become blind to anything else. This lens of sin with which they look, 
becomes all-consuming. Even the bright shining light of God’s work in the world 
is missed and scorned.  

Remember that earlier, 1st Samuel tells us, “For the Lord does not see as 
mortals see, they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 
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The people look and see the shallow surface of a world that they believe is 
defined by transactional cause and effect. They look, and they see others, and 
themselves, defined by it. A vision of a world devoid of grace, mercy, and 
forgiveness. Their vision runs through a prism of sin that dulls the bright rainbow 
of light. 

But God looks, and see past this shroud. God looks deep into each and every 
one of us. God sees past our sins, and right to our hearts.  

And what is seen is a heart that was crafted by the very hand of the creator 
who forged the universe.  

A heart that God finds so precious, that God cherishes so much – that God 
became mortal flesh, and died on a cross for each and every one of us.  

God see’s us through a lens of Love. A lens that casts divine light into a 
radiant and glorious array.   

 
C. S. Lewis writes in the Screwtape Letters “when we have really learned to 

love our neighbors as ourselves, we will be allowed to love ourselves as our 
neighbors.”  

“when we have really learned to love our neighbors as ourselves, we will be 
allowed to love ourselves as our neighbors.”  

Another way to say that could be, “When we have really learned to see our 
neighbors as ourselves, we will be allowed to see ourselves as our neighbors.”  

“When we have really learned to see our neighbors as ourselves, we will be 
allowed to see ourselves as our neighbors.” 

 
This is a lens of love. This is God’s vision. This is the sight of Christ. 
Imagine if the crowds and the Pharisees could see through the lens of this 

love. This self-giving love. This divine love.  
 
Jesus is clear; sin does exist. But it is not sin that defines who you are, who 

others are, and what this world is.  
Sin is a fogging over of the eyes, a dimming of sight, a shrouding of the 

light.  
It causes a person to only see darkness in themselves, others, and the world. 

It is why, through the Pharisees have sight, Jesus declares they are blind.  
 
A vision of love means seeing past what we perceive as defects, limitations, 

and even punishments. We are not our illnesses, our shortcoming, or our failings. 
We are not our mistakes or our defeats. They do not define who or what we are. 

A vision of love means seeing to what really defines us. 
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What defines us is that we are created by God. Made out of pure love, 
because we are loved. Made so that we can know that love. So that we can share 
that love. Live in that love.  

 
We are being offered this lens of love. To see clearly through it. See the 

world, others, and ourselves in that love which surpasses all human understanding.  
To see the one who crafts that lens. Jesus Christ. Who came, and lived, and 

died, and rose, and will come again.  
All of this for the love of the world. For the love of your neighbors. For the 

love of you.  Amen. 
 


